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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE QUEEN has awarded the Royal Gold Medal for Archi- 
tecture, 1953, to the French architect le Corbusier. p. 182 


THE MAIN IDEA behind the formation of the Modular Society, 
the inaugural public meeting of which was held on January 23, 
was to bring about uniformity in building materials and to 
encourage related dimensions, said Mr. Alfred Bossom, M.P., 
chairman of the provisional committee of the Society.  p. 183 


THE WINNING DESIGNS in the competitions for a swim- 
ming pool at Melbourne for the 1956 Olympic Games, and 
for the Arts Building at Glasgow University, are eevee 

p. 1 


THE THIRD ASSEMBLY AND CONGRESS of the Inter- 
national Union of Architects is to take place at Lisbon from 
‘eptember 21-28 this year. p. 204 


IF CLINKER BLOCKS were used for the inner leaves of 
70,000 houses, sufficient bricks would be saved to erect a further 
20,000 houses, said Mr. Hugh Molson, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, at the annual luncheon of the Federation of 
Clinker Block Manufacturers on Tuesday. p. 207 


UNDER CONDITIONS of full employment, the initiation of 
incentive schemes by a greater number of firms must be regarded 
as the best and quickest way of increasing productivity in the 
industry, states the annual report of the N.F.B.T.E., which 
was presented at the annual meeting on January 28. p. 208 


SPEAKING in London last Friday, Mr. }. Ian Robertson, the 
retiring president of the N.F.B.T.E., said he thought that with 
the present tightness of money it would be possible to abolish 
licensing altogether without any upset. p. 210 


MR. ECCLES stated in the House of Commons on Tuesday 
that he is consulting with the President of the Board of Trade 
on the suitability of referring the activities of the London ' 
Builders’ Conference to the Monopolies Commission. 


p. 211 






ACTION, PLEASE! 


TH state of stalemate which surrounds the investigation 
of its operations asked for by the London Builders’ 
Conference was no doubt responsible for the Minister of 
Works announcement to Parliament on Tuesday that he is 
consulting with the President of the Board of Trade on the 
suitability of referring the inquiry to the Monopolies Com- 
mission. The inquiry had been intended to be part of the 
terms of reference of the committee of review which Mr. 
Howard Robertson, President of the R.I.B.A., has been asked 
to set up, but whose competency to act in the Conference 
affair has been challenged by the Conference itself. 

Without anticipating the Minister’s decision in this matter, 
it is open to question whether the Commission is competent to 
conduct this inquiry ; the Monopolies Act lays down that the 
alleged monopoly to be referred to the Commission must embrace 
not less than one-third of the total goods or services sold, 
a figure to which the operations of the various Conferences 
even over the whole of the country cannot possibly amount. 
If this supposition proves correct, then the alternative would 
be the setting up of an ad hoc body with a strong judicial flavour. 

In any event, it is difficult to see what Sir Alfred Hurst can 
hope to gain for his members by submitting his case to an 
officially constituted body. He can hardly look for public 
endorsement of the privileged position which attaches to the 
600 or so members of the two conferences of which he is chair- 
man, for that would be at the expense of those thousands of 
other building firms which do not share the undoubted benefits 
which the Conference affords to its members (and there are 
about 17,000 such firms within the National Federation’s 
ranks alone). The best Sir Alfred could expect from the Com- 
mission would be an analysis of the real problems which to-day 
beset any builder of reputation and quality, and this analysis 
can be obtained no less objectively and certainly much quicker 
by other means. If the Conference is genuinely seeking for 
its case to be put to the public and is looking for the solution 
of the admitted difficulties which beset contract builders to-day, 
then its advisers will do well to avoid an inquiry by the Monopo- 
lies Commission or other semi-judicial body, which might take 
many months to report, and seek a shorter road to its ends, one 
moreover which would enable its industry to regain some of the 
credit it has lost by proving itself at least able to manage its 
own, affairs. 

We may perhaps draw attention to remarks made by Sir 
Alfred Hurst at his Press Conference held on November 13. 
In reply to the question: ‘“‘ Under what circumstances could 
the Conference be abandoned without exposing members to 
unfair risks,”’ Sir Alfred listed three points : 

(1) That a builder should know the number of firms he was 
up against. 

(2) That the results of tendering should be speedily 
announced so that a builder could concentrate on his next tender. 

(3) That an addition to all tenders to cover the cost of 
estimating should be a legitimate and accepted charge on the 
building owner. 

These three points are capable of achievement by agreement 
between the various sides of the industry, in collaboration with 
the Government building departments and the local authorities, 
and all who wish the industry well will unite in the effort to 
achieve them. ; 
. The somewhat intransigent attitude of the Conference is 
no doubt in part responsible for the fact that the composition 
and precise terms of reference of Mr. Robertson’s committee 
have still not been announced—six weeks after the exchange of 
the letters between Mr. Eccles and Mr. Robertson. It is 
believed that there is another reason for the delay; the slowness 
of one of the local authority associations to co-operate in a 
matter which should be of vital importance to them. 

Those bodies which are helping to delay the R.I.B.A. 
Committee in getting to work on the review of the tendering and 
contracting procedure of the industry may be reminded that the 
duty of conducting this review has been laid on the R.I.B.A. 
by the Minister, and that the public will shortly be looking 
for results. Failure to produce them will attract blame to the 
industry rather than to the Institute. The time for private 
differences and the advancement of sectional interests is past, 
and we again invite those bodies intimately concerned with this 
review to come together in the industry’s and the public’s interests. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE GUILDHALL. A perspective drawing of the interior showing Sir Giles 


Gilbert Scott’s proposals for the reconstruction of the roof. 


(See Note.) 





NOTES & NEWS 


CORBUSIER AS MEDALLIST 


E Queen, on the recommendation of 

the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, has awarded the Royal Gold Medal 
for Architecture, 1953, to the French 
architect le Corbusier. Swiss-born in 
1887, le Corbusier (or to give him his 
proper name, Charles Edouard Jeanneret) 
probably owes his selection for the honour 
more to his influence than to his buildings, 
many of which have been so grandiose 
that they were never carried out—among 
them the League of Nations Palace and 
the Palace of the Soviets. The most 
recent of his erected buildings is the 
Unité d’Habitation at Marseilles, and 
he is at present engaged on the planning of 
Chandighar, the new capital of East 
Punjab. Le Corbusier’s main contribution 
to contemporary architecture is the evolu- 
tion of the “free plan” which, by 
eliminating load-bearing walls, permits 
a more free planning of interior space. 


Le Corbusier has expounded his theories 
in a score of books of which the first, 
and still the best-known, was Vers une 
Architecture (1923). It has been said of 
him that while his ambition is to be an 
architect of the people, he remains the 
architect’s architect. But, this apart, le 
Corbusier has exerted a tremendous 
universal influence on architectural thought 
and, for this alone, the award now an- 
nounced is well merited. 


GUILDHALL ROOF 


Proposats of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
O.M., R.A., F.R.I.B.A., for reconstruc- 
tion of the roof of Guildhall were placed 
before the Court of Common Council last 
week. His design is on the lines originally 
intended when the walls were built, i.€., 
cross arches of stone, and he has not 
followed the Victorian Gothic revival 
design of Sir Horace Jones who was 
responsible for the third roof to be erected 
on the old walls. 

In his report to the City Lands Com- 
mittee, Sir Giles says : 
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“The effect of the stone arches upon 
the proportion of the interior is remarkable, 
for although the roof height is the same 
as it was, the stone arches carrying the 
eye up cause the effect of height and 
dignity to be enormously increased; 
the treatment eliminates the rather squat 
and unsatisfactory proportions given by 
the Horace Jones’ roof and allows for the 
introduction of clerestory windows greatly 
improving the lighting of the interior. 
The design of the oak roof between the 
arches embodies a series of shields at 
cornice level bearing the Arms of the City 
Companies, and provision is made at the 
apex of the roof for ventilation trunks.” 


DRAWINGS OF ANIMALS 


WHAT IS THE LURE for the artist of birds 
and beasts? Colour and form certainly ; 
pose inevitably—pose unselfconscious and 
natural, free from the attitudes of the 
human species. Be this as may, there 
is hardly an artist of note who has not 
fallen for the lure of the wild, and a 
chance to see a collection of such drawings 
is not to be missed. Such occurs just 
now at Colnaghi’s, 14, Old Bond-street, 
where over 70 drawings from the collec- 
tion of Sir Bruce Ingram offer an enchant- 
ing opportunity to visit a pictorial zoo. 
Udine, Peter Paul Rubens, J. B. Oudry, 
J. B. Huet and J. F. Millet are among those 
who represent the Continental schools, 
while Francis Barlow, Gainsborough, 
George Stubbs, Rowlandson, James Ward, 
Sir David Wilkie, Landseer and Birket 
Foster uphold the native genius for 
setting down the birds and beasts. 

In an exhibition so full of interest it 
would be improper to draw comparison, 
but No. 14, Studies of Horses for a 
Cavalry Battle Scene (17th century Dutch 
School); Rubens’ Lioness Crouching 
(No. 16) ; Huet’s Hare (No. 46); P. J. de 
Loutherbourg’s Studies of the Heads of 
Dogs (No. 50) remarkably impressionistic 
for its period—1771 ; Wilkie’s Foxhound 
(No. 55), and Millet’s masterly heads of 
sheep (No. 67) are some which must be 
closely suudied. Admission to the 
exhibition (which is open until February 5) 
is free and the gross proceeds of the 
handsomely illustrated catalogue will go 
to the funds of the London Federation of 
Boys’ Clubs, whose president, Sir Claude 
Auchinleck, contributes a foreword. 


R.I.C.S. DISCUSSION 


A DISCUSSION on the Governments 
White Paper on the Amendment of the 
Financial Provisions of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, will take 
place at the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors on February 2. The discussion 
will be opened by Lt.-Col. Derek Walker 
Smith, M.P. (admission to the meeting 
will be by ticket only). 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


A SUPPLEMENT to the Standard Method 
of Measurement of Building Works 
dealing with the method of measurement 
of Prestressed Concrete has now been 
issued by the Standing Joint Committee 
for the Standard Method of Measurement. 

Copies of this are now available anc 
can be obtained, price one shilling, post 
free, from the Royal Institution © 


Chartered Surveyors, 12, Great George- 
street, Westminster, S.W.1. 
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MAJOR LESLIE SHINGLETON 


ArTER six years as Secretary of the 
Builders’ Benevolent Institution, Major 
Leslie Shingleton, O.B.E., is to resign. 
Those who know him and the work he has 
done for the Institution (he has been, 
since 1926, on the Management Committee 
and was President in 1945), and his 
many years’ connection with the L.M.B.A., 
and the N.F.B.T-.E., will feel that he has 
well deserved a little leisure. Major 
Shingleton is going down to live near 
Kingsbridge, South Devon, where he 
can indulge in his favourite sport of 
fishing, and will take with him the cordial 
wishes of his friends. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 


R.I.C.S.—Discussion on Government’s White Paper 
on the amendment of the financial provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 12, Great 
George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 

R.I.B.A.—Mr. Howard Robertson, M.C., A.R.A., 
president, will present medals and prizes for 1953 and 
will address students. Mr. Howard V. Lobb, C.B.E., 
F.R.1.B.A., will criticise work submitted. 66, Portland- 
place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

HousInG CENTRE.‘ Rent Restrictions,’ by Mr. 
F. N. Beaufort-Palmer. 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 
S.W.1. 1.15 p.m, 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4. 

LONDON Sociery.—‘‘* Country Houses in the London 
Area,’’ by Mr. Ralph Dutton, F.S.A. oyal Society of 
Arts, John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND _ VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS.—‘‘ Conservation of Fuel, Heat and Energy 

-Report of Visit of U.K. Team to U.S.A.”’ Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5. 

TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—‘‘ Man and the Lands- 
cape,”’ by Professor H. C. Darby. Livingstone Hall, 
Broadway, Westminster, 5.W.1. 6 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
(STUDENT PLANNING GrouP).—‘‘ The Problems of 
Group Discussion in their Relation to the Formulation 
of Planning Policies,’’ by Mr. L. Holms, B.A. 
28, King-street, W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 

_ B.B.C. THirp PRoGRAMME.—Professor W. G. Holford, 
F.R.1.B.A., on problems of high density building. 9 p.m. 
Repeat broadcast on February 7. 11 p.m. 
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LE CORBUSIER (Charles Edouard 
Jeanneret) who has been awarded the 
Royal Gold Medal for Architecture. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, January 29, 1853 


FaLL oF MHousks, VICTORIA-STREET, 
WESTMINSTER.—On Thursday, the 20th, 
the front walls of two of the new houses 
now building in Victoria-street, West- 
minster, fell to the ground.... The 
failure is attributed to the quantity of 
rain which has fallen. Others suppose 
that some of the girders were defective 
and gave way, carrying the walls with 
them. A _ correspondent suggests that 
Mr. Pattison, who acts as clerk of works 
there, could state the real cause. An 
official investigation should be made in 
all such cases. 











MELBOURNE OLYMPIC GAMES SWIMMING POOL. 


Seen above ts 


the perspective of the winning design in the competition for a Swimming Pool for the 
1956 Olympic games, to be held in Melbourne. The competition designs are on 
pages 186 and 187. 


THE MODULAR SOCIETY 
Inaugural Public Meeting 


HE inaugural public meeting of the 
Modular Society was held at the Royal 
Society of Arts, London, on January 23. 
The meeting was well attended and over a 
hundred applications for membership were 
handed in at the close of the proceedings. 
The meeting was presided over by Mr. Alfred 
C.. Bossom, M.P., F.R.1.B.A., who is chair- 


‘man of the provisional committee of the 


newly formed Society. He was supported 
on the platform by Mr. Mark Hartland 
Thomas, who also serves on the committee. 


Mr. Bossom said that the purpose of the 
meeting was of great historic importance 
to the whole nation as well as to the building 
industry. If the aims of the Society were 
pursued with veracity and drive it could 
become a most important development in 
the industry. The main idea behind the 
project was to bring about uniformity in 
building materials and to encourage related 
dimensions. 

The modular system was not new, he con- 
tinued, for the Greeks had used it. In 1944 
a Government building mission had sug- 
gested its introduction. But its application 
on a wide scale to-day was extremely limited. 

“If buildings and homes can be erected 
more cheaply in this way it will mean in 
due course rents more in accordance with 
the ability of people to pay, enable the 
construction of factories and workshops so 
that goods may eventually be produced at 
a lower price so as to help reduce the cost 
of living,” Mr. Bossom declared. 

Modular planning was not to be regarded 
as a panacea, but it was a step in the right 
direction. 

Mr. Hartland Thomas described the aims 
of the Society as follows: “ The promotion 
of research, experiment, development and 
discussion (under certain circumstances 
also the undertaking of research and develop- 
ment) and collecting and disseminating 
information concerning a module and related 
dimensions, in the design and construction 
of buildings and in the manufacture of 
building materials, components, fittings and 
equipment in concordance with such a 
module, in order to provide buildings to 
the public at lower cost; and the furtherance 
of related improvements in_ technical 
methods.” 

The work of the Society will be conducted 
by regular meetings (at which technical 
papers will be read), periodical conferences, 
a bulletin and study groups for particular 
problems. Members undertake to make 
technical information freely available to the 
Society, except trade secrets such as inven- 
tions waiting to be patented. 

The Society will supplement by direct 
industrial experience any Government work 
that may be initiated under D.S.1.R. and the 
study of modular planning already under 
way at the British Standards Institution. The 
Society is not likely to engage directly in 
research except to a limited extent in special 
cases, but will look mainly to the work of 
its members for experimental information. 

Membership is open to all who are 
interested in the aims of the Society. Appli- 
cation should be made to Miss A. F. Annand, 
5, Carlton-gardens, $.W.1. 

The provisional committee is composed of the following 
members: Messrs. Alfred C. Bossom (chairman), 
David Carter, F. W. L. Heathcote, H. Johnson, J. C, 
Pritchard, James Riley, E. Munro Runtz, K. J. 
Sommerfeld, M. Hartland Thomas, P. E. Trench and 
F. R. Yerbury. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


PLANNING AND THE PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE BUILDER 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with great interest the letter 
from “‘ Chartered Surveyor ” in your 
issue of january 16. At the same time 
(because I had been away from London 
the previous week) I read your report of 
Professor Gordon Stephenson’s paper read 
last autumn to the National Housing and 
Planning Conference and Exhibition, in 
your issue of January 9. 

There is so much in Professor Stephen- 
son’s paper with which all sensible plan- 
ners will agree that I should have been loth 
to strike any discordant note. Neverthe- 
less, *‘ Chartered Surveyor’s”’ letter does 
point to a weakness that characterises the 
writings of many architects and town 
planners. Professor Stephenson refers 
to “sham Tudor ”’ villas sprawled across 
farmland. No-one will attempt to justify 
the sham Tudor villas of the worst type 
of speculating builder but these ‘“‘ went 
out’ almost as soon as the good archi- 
tecture of the house-building industry 
showed the public the difference between 
good and bad taste. The sprawl over 
farm land was the direct outcome of 
previous ill-conceived town planning ideas 
and legislation, with restriction to 12 
houses per acre. If we need 3m. new 
houses and we insist on the (admittedly 
out-dated) town planners’ conception of 
open development, arithmetically we need 
a quarter of a million acres of land and it 
does not matter whether the offender is 
private enterprise or the local authority ; 
that amount of land will be used. So far 
as the wasteful use of farm land is con- 
cerned the worst offenders in the past 
10 years have been bodies like the London 
County Council. 

Professor Stephenson doubts that 
private enterprise will get back and hopes 
it will not. For goodness sake, why ? 
Private enterprise uses the services of the 
architectural profession to a much greater 
extent than Professor Stephenson realises. 
Not only so; private enterprise has 
normally to sell in a competitive market, 
and it therefore obtains the best archi- 
tectural advice that money can buy. 

I, as director of the National House- 
Builders Registration Council, do not wish 
to repeat what “ Chartered Surveyor ” 
has already said. By 1939 jerry-building 
was a thing of the past. Much of the 
housing that has been provided since 1945 
is poor stuff compared with what the 
commercial house - building industry was 
offering to the public in 1939. There 
may be some justification for this because 
of the country’s economic position. But 
I for one sincerely hope that private 
enterprise will be permitted to develop 
in a big way, a sufficiently big way to 
encourage the type of competition that 
existed in the immediate pre-war years. 
The large, and now well organised, house- 
building industry is pledged to build to 
the standards prescribed by the National 
House-Builders Registration Council, and 
all that a purchaser need do is to insist 
that his builder will obtain and pass to 
him on completion of the house a certifi- 
cate of this Council, one condition of 
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which is that the builder will give to the 
purchaser an undertaking to make good 
free of cost any defects due to non-com- 
pliance with the specification that may 
develop and be reported within a period 
of two years. 

There are still some builders who think 
that the National House-Builders Regis- 
tration Council is a trade association 
existing for the benefit of its members. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
The Registration Council is an indepen- 
dent body whose members are appointed 
by some 22 different organisations all 
interested in improving housing standards, 
and including the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors, the Chartered 
Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute, 
the Town Planning Institute, the Insti- 
tution of Municipal Engineers, the Council 
for the Preservation of Rural England, 
as well as organisations of employers and 
operatives in the industry, the Building 
Societies’ Association and several bodies 
representing women’s interests. It is 
the only approved certifying body recog- 
nised by the Government under the 
Building Societies’ Act of 1939. Its 
service is given in the interests of the house 
purchaser and of the best elements of the 
house-building industry, irrespective of 
the builder’s membership of any or no 
trade organisation. 

NorMAN H. WALLS, 
Director, National House-Builders 
Registration Council. 
82, New Cavendish-street, 
London, W.1. 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Variations have a way of increas- 
ing building costs out of proportion 
to the measured value of such variations 
by disrupting or discouraging proper 
organisation by the contractor, and archi- 
tects and builders are agreed on the 
benefits of preplanning. It is not 
difficult to see that, as matters stand, the 
building owner is not likely to be 
influenced by the architect’s pleas to avoid 
entering*into a contract before it is planned 
in detail and to avoid changes of mind 
during construction if the financial benefit 
of following that advice goes, not to him- 
self, but to the contractor. 

It would, then, appear to be logical 
for the organisations representing the 
architects and the builders (with the 
co-operation of the R.I.C.S.) to revise the 
Standard Forms of Contract to give the 
building owner the benefit of preplanning 
and the contractor the benefit of re- 
imbursement for the extra costs arising 
from disorganisation by variations. 

On a particular contract it would be 
impossible to assess the saving which might 
have been made if the work had been pre- 
planned in its entirety. It might be difficult, 
but it should not be impossible to arrive at 
some correlation between the value of varia- 
tions and the extra costs incurred by the 
contractor by comparing contractors’ costs 
for a number of preplanned contracts with 
those for contracts on which variations have 
occurred. 

The contractor’s costs are also affected 
when details of nominated sub-contractor’s 
work are settled during the course of con- 
struction, making it impossible to organise 
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“I was going to call it 

‘ The Nest,’ but the cost 

of putting it up has 
rocketed.” 





his own work fully in advance. A pre- 
planned job would have the details of all work, 
including that of the specialists, settled by the 
time that the contractor takes possession of 
the site, at the latest. The value of any work 
not settled at this date can be regarded as a 
variation, but the extra cost to the contractor 
of disorganisation due to belated receipt of 
details of nominated sub-contractors work 
would be less (as a proportion of the value of 
sub-contractors’ work) than the extra cost due 
to variations on his own work (as a proportion 


_of the value of variations on his own work). 


The result of the investigations I have 
suggested would eventually make it possible 
to add something on the following lines to 
Clause 9 of the Conditions of the R.I.B.A. 
Standard Form of Contract (with Quantities) : 

(e) To the value of 

(i) Extra work as calculated under rule 
(a) or (b) above [These deal with the 
pricing of measured variations.] 

And (ii) Materials or goods supplied by 
a nominated supplier of which the con- 
tractor is not in possession of full details 
at the date for possession of the site shall 
be added x per cent. 

(f) To the value of omissions as calcu- 
lated under rule (a) above shall be added 
y per cent. 

(zg) To the value of nominated sub- 
contractors’ work of which the contractor 
is not in possession of full details as to 
location or nature at the date for possession 
of the site shall be added z per cent. 

In the calculations of these percentages it 
would be reasonable to provide a profit 
element. Dayworks are excluded as it 1s 
presumed that the normal percentage additions 
cover all costs involved. 

The scheme I have suggested is open to 
criticism on the grounds that it provides 
very rough justice, but it would have the 
essential element of relatively simple opera- 
tion. It would enable a _ contractor to 
estimate on the assumption that he can plan 
his operations in advance and it should 
encourage the building owner to adopt 4 
plan and stick to it! 

Davip B. Sortu [A.R.I.C.S.]. 

97, Parkdale-road, Nottingham. 


THE COST OF TENDERING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with interest the letters 
on this subject, from which it appears 

that your correspondents are in favour of 
a payment being made to the unsuccessful 
tenderers. Surely this would not reduce 
the cost of tendering in the slightest 
because it is the building owner who pays 
in the long run for the cost of tendering 
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under the present system (although he 
frequently does not appreciate the fact ') 
and the suggestions put forward will only 
result in drawing his attention to this 
undeniable factor in the price build-up. 

May I suggest that the aim should be to 
reduce the cost of tendering—as was the 
aim when bills of quantities were first 
introduced to the building industry—and 
that the answer lies in carrying the quantity 
surveyor’s duties one stage further? Let 
the quantity surveyor price the bills of 
quantities in conjunction with a list of 
basic prices of materials. The tenderers 
will then be invited to quote a percentage 
on or off the total of the priced bills of 
quantities. 

The cost of tendering on this basis 
must be less than the cost of pricing a 
bill of quantities in the usual manner— 
and the cost to the building owner be 
only } per cent. (or less according to the 
size of the job). This would be consider- 
ably less than any sum which your cor- 
respondents suggest should be distributed 
between the unsuccessful tenderers. 

This suggestion is by no means a new 
one, and the opinions of your readers 
who have had experience of tendering on 
this basis would be of interest. 

Derek Howtmtss [F.1.A.S.]. 

6, Imperial-square, Cheltenham. 

*,* The protagonists of the scheme for regularising 
payments to all tenderers claim that the cost of building 
s thereby reduced in that building owners are dis- 


yuraged from inviting an excessive number of firms to 
put in prices.—Eb. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
a was greatly interested in Mr. 

D. E. Harrington’s letter on this 
subject published in your issue of Janu- 
ary 16. The suggested procedure he 
outlined would prevent contractors from 
incurring some initial abortive expenditure 
upon each occasion that they unsuccess- 
fully tendered for a fair-sized job. I do, 
however, feel that where it was generally 
known that this procedure was being 
adopted in respect of a job, for which 
competitive tenders were being invited 
by open advertisement, it would create 
difficulties due to the fact that numerous 
contractors would now submit tenders 
who would not previously have been 
interested in the job on account of schemes 
being possibly rather outside their scope and 
as such increasing their overhead charges. 
Under the scheme as now proposed the 
building owner, especially where a public 
authority is involved, could quite easily 
be saddled with considerable expenditure 
upon this account. 

\gain, the cost of preparation of tenders will 
sidered by the contractor, when calcula- 
the percentage figure covering establish- 

charges, to be included in the price 
l-up figures for any specific item of work. 
refore, the contractor is not actually 

‘ering any loss as a result of the non- 
ptance of his tender, as the cost of the 
aration of unsuccessful tenders is, in 
t, included in the prices submitted in the 
pted tenders. The more efficient a con- 

tor’s organisation, resulting in lower- 
ed tenders, the less will he need to include 
is prices for the preparation of a reduced 
iber of tenders, resulting from a greater 
ortion of acceptances. Thus the building 
er might stand to gain on this score. 

latters would also tend to become some- 
it complicated if the proposal to make 
ments to unsuccessful tenderers was 
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limited to jobs exceeding a certain value. This 
would tend to operate unfavourably against the 
smaller firms, whose dependence solely upon 
smaller jobs would prevent them from recover- 
ing tendering costs directly from the building 
owners concerned. 


I should be pleased to hear other views on 
the anticipated overall effects resulting from 
the operation of this suggestion. 

I. H. Seerey [B.Sc., A.R.I.C.S., 
A.M.1.Mun.E.}. 
43, Little Birches, 
Sidcup, Kent. 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—It is most exhilarating to read 

Mr. Harrington’s letter on this sub- 
ject in your issue of January 16. 

If the fair method suggested by him 
were adopted, it would, we feel sure, be 
to the benefit of both employer and 
builder, and, in our opinion, should have 
been adopted long since. 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Harrington’s 
sense of fairness will be noted by those 
concerned, and that some action will be 
taken to bring to fruition his suggestion. 


A. H. Tuornton, Director, 

Pugett Construction Co., Ltd. 
15, Borough H, gh-street, 
London Bridge, S.E.1. 


ASPHALT ON TIMBER ROOFS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In the final article on Church 
Roofing Materials in your issue of 
December 26 last, page 945, there is a 
statement that asphalt must not be used 
on timber roofs. 

In your issue of August 1, 1952, you 
published a letter from me in which I 
commented on the embargo on the use of 
asphalt on wood roofs in the Report of 
the Committee appointed by the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches in 
conjunction with the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings ; in that 
letter I pointed out that if provision is 
made for compensating movement in 
timber structures due to the thermal 
changes, asphalt is entirely satisfactory. 

In his comment on my letter, Mr. W. 
Godfrey Allen, chairman of the Roofing 
Committee, explained that it was not 
the intention of the committee to imply 
anything detrimental to the good name 
of asphalt but that, in his opinion, it was 
not suitable as a substitute for traditional 
materials on the roofs of ancient churches, 
the old timber roofs of which are so 
uneven that provision cannot be made for 
taking up movement at abutments as 
suggested in the British Standard Codes 
of Practice. Anyone reading that article 
on Church Roofing Materials—and with- 
out appreciating what has previously been 
stated—could assume that the committee 
was informing the general public that 
asphalt was an unsuitable material for 
use on all timber roofs. I am quite 
satisfied that Mr. Godfrey Allen and his 
committee had no desire to create this 
impression and the reiteration of his 
statement will make that clear to your 
readers. 

F. C. Woop, Secretary, 
National Employers Federation 
of the Mastic Asphalt Industry. 


21, John Adam-street, W.C.2. 





A CONTRACT POINT 


To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—In regard to the further point 

raised under this heading last week, 
it appears that since Clause 9 (d) does 
provide for adjustment of rate if “ omis- 
sions substantially vary the conditions 
under which remaining items of work are 
carried out...” the contractor is 
protected against serious loss caused by 
major omissions, whereas the employer 
is not so protected in cases where additions 
vary the conditions. 

It would appear that the extra words 
“or additions” might with advantage 
be inserted in the Contract on line 2 of 
Clause 9 (d) after the word “ omissions.” 

RoNALD L. Brewis [F.1.A.S.}. 

12, Cathedral-road, Cardiff. 


NEW LONDON BY-LAWS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I should like to draw your 
attention to Schedule III of the new 
London Building (Constructional) By- 
laws 1952, which is enforceable as and 
from January 1 last. 

This schedule requires concrete test 
cubes to be cured in damp sand and 
forbids artificial heat curing. The 
practice of curing in hot water obviously 
contravenes the new by-laws and is 
therefore actionable. 

I trust this information will be of some 
assistance to your readers. 

A. E. CampsBeii [M.1.C.W.]. 

40. St. Paul’s-road, London, N.1. 


Mr. M. C. G. Ayre writes in reply: ‘“‘ There is no 
change in this respect from the 1937 By-laws. Schedule 
III is a works test and the object is to try to obtain 
cubes representative of the concrete in the actual 
work. Artificial heat-curing would not be representative 
of the conditions normally present on a building sit« 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—-Your correspondents who have 
replied to my recent letter under this 
heading have been caustic in their com- 
ments, but I do not think that the gulf 
that separates us is as wide or deep as one 
might suppose. Which Mr. Scrooge do 
they condemn? Degenerate or regener- 
ate ? Let them read again that delightful 
last chapter of ‘‘ Christmas Carol,’’ which 
captures the whole essence of the true 
Christmas spirit. This is the spirit I 
seek to preserve, but which is in such 
serious danger of being lost. Whatever 
““Esperé"’ may think, in his apparently 
limited experience, it is now quite cus- 
tomary for buyers to telephone or write 
their suppliers asking what “ gift”’ they 
can expect. The life of a representative 
in this trade is made a misery in the fort- 
night before Christmas by blatant requests 
and insulting comparisons with the Christ- 
mas policy of other firms. Neither 
builders, sub-contractors nor architects are 
above reproach. 

Of course, I agree with Christmas 
gifts which are a genuine expression of 
friendship or of appreciation for services 
rendered, but I say again, because I 
know from bitter experience that it is 
true, that bribery, hiding under the 
respectable cloak of Christmas gifts, is 
growing and endangering an otherwise 
pleasant and time-honoured trade custom. 
“* DISGUSTED, é 
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North elevation. 
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East elevation, 


COMPETITION FOR A SWIMMING POOL, MELBOURNE 
FOR THE OLYMPIC GAMES, 1956 


WINNERS: FOHN & 
& KEVIN BORLAND, 


COMPETITION organised by the Melbourne 

Olympic Games 1956 Committee for plans for 
a swimming pool has been decided in favour of the 
design submitted by four young Melbourne architects 
and an engineer who graduated together from the 
University of Melbourne in 1949. They are: John 
Murphy and his wife Phyllis, Peter McIntyre and 
Kevin Borland, architects ; and William Irwin, struc- 
tural engineer. "There were 72 designs submitted in 
the competition, limited to Australian architects, 
which was assessed by a jury of seven under the 
chairmanship of Professor Brian Lewis, Professor of 
Architecture, the University of Melbourne. 

The building, 60 ft. high, 340 ft. long and 220 ft. 
wide, has a ground floor area of 68,908 sq. ft. There 
will be seating for 6,014. A development of prestress- 
ing is used. On either side of the pool (there are 
actually two pools, one a regulation Olympic bath 
50m. by 20m., and the other a diving pool 20m. by 
31m.), the tiers of seating are carried on sloped girders 
at 18 ft. centres set at an angle of about 30 deg. The 
upper ends of these girders are tied by trusses which 

carry the roof. The girders oe anchored to the 
ground by light tension cables 2-in. square. 

In their report the winners state that a girder could 
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be supported by vertical reaction from below, which 
had the disadvantage that a large compressive force 
was carried by along column. The alternative method 
of supporting the sloping girders carrying the seating 
was by horizontal reaction at the top. This made the 
supporting reaction a tensile force and could be used 
efficiently and economically. The supporting tie 
used was a truss with a large proportion of the reaction 
from the girders thrown into the top chord. This 
reduced the compression in the top chord caused by the 
normal vertical roof loads, and enabled the economical 
span /depth ratio of the truss to be considerably lowered. 

Pin joints are used to give a determinate structure, 
and vertical ties stabilise the structure against wind 
and live loads. The vertical ties are anchored into 
columns of the ancillary concrete structures below. 
The dead load on each anchoring column is consider- 
ably greater than the maximum tension in each tie. 
The final structure consists, therefore, of two com- 
ponents—the seating and the roof—and the resulting 
form is the minimum volume. The design lends 
itself to fast economical construction ; plate girders 
would be erected in pairs by cranes and supported 
by temporary tubular steel towers while the truss 
is raised into position. The cost is £A350,000. 
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Seating plan (above) and ground plan. 
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Competition 


S announced in our issue of January 9, 
the limited architectural competition 

for the proposed new Faculty of Arts 
building for Glasgow University, now 
illustrated, was won by Mr. W. N. W. 
Ramsay, D.A. (Glas.), A.R.1.B.A.., 
A.R.LA.S., of the Glasgow firm of 
Messrs. C. J. McNair, Elder and Ramsay. 
Designs were also submitted by Mr. J. 
A. Coia, F.R.I.B.A., Mr. N. Johnston, 
A.R.I.B.A.,. and Mr. Basil Spence, 
A.R.S.A., F.R.1.B.A. The report of the 
assessor, Mr. A. Graham Henderson, 
A.R.S.A., P.-P.R.1.B.A., and Mr. Ramsay’s 


report, are reproduced below. 
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ARTS BUILDING, THE UNIVERSITY the 
OF GLASGOW: WINNING DESIGN 


The Assessor's Report 

(a) This competitor has kept his main 
frontage to the line of adjoining houses 
but has not abutted hard on the gable. 
He has left a passageway which I consider 
is desirable as probably avoiding under- 
pinning of the gable, but principally as 
enabling any future buildings on the site 
of the existing houses to be more easily 
connected to this building at any con- 
venient point. The general arrangement 
of a half basement providing accommoda- 
tion for cloakroom, lavatories, etc., is, 
I think, the right solution as it keeps down 
the total height of the building and enables 





The front elevation. 


Below : 


The entrance-hall. 
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principal accommodation, pn imely, 
lecture halls, to be at, or near ground level 
The general plan of the upper floors js 
U-shaped with comparatively narrow arms 
enabling the smaller rooms to be of 
reasonable shape. 

(6) The general and detail planning of 
the scheme has been very well thought 
out and, in my view, provides a very good 
solution to the problem. The main 
staircase is at the right place to give 
easiest access to the arms of the building 
The plan has what I regard as the mini- 
mum of three staircases. 

There are a few points in this design 
to which I would call attention. First, 
the lecture rooms do not conform strictly 
to the sizes asked for, namely, one of 
100 seats, three of 50, and three of 25, but 
in certain instances exceed the sizes stated 
in the Conditions. Overall, the lecture- 
room accommodation is in excess of the 
stated requirements. This is not an 
objectionable feature as the variation in 
size may be an advantage under actual 
working conditions. The proposals for 
using the large lecture room in conjunction 
with one of the smaller lecture rooms 
to provide an extra large room on 
occasion are explained in the competitor's 
report. The second point is that the side 
rooms, asked for at least 100 sq. ft. each, 
are in many cases less in area—approxi- 
mately 90 sq. ft.—and similarly some of 
the tutorial rooms are less than the 
150 sq. ft. stated in Conditions. ‘These 
rooms, however, can readily be increased 
to the required sizes by adding slightly 
to the width of the arms of the building 
in which they occur. The third point ts 
that there should be windows at the end 
of each of the upper-floor corridors instead 
of blank walls, and similarly the lava- 
tories at the end of the corridors of the 
back wing are not asked for and should be 
omitted and possibly a small stair put in to 
give vertical communication at the dead 
end of these corridors and light. Fourthly, 
the library is larger than asked for but can 
readily be reduced, although I think it 1s 
an advantage to have extra size as a library 
is always liable to expand. Otherwise | 
have little criticism to make of the scheme. 


(c) I consider the elevational treatm« 
to be suitable for the purpose of ¢ 
building and that it sets a theme 
could well be adopted for, or at least not 
clash with, any future buildings. 
arrangement and sizes of the windows 
are proportioned to the apartments 
they light, and overall have a variation of 
pattern that gives character to what w 
otherwise be a plain building. € 
grouping of the higher portion of ¢ 
building occupied by the library wit! 
main frontage is, I think, a succes [u! 
arrangement although the effect of °'!5 
would only be apparent from a distan 

(d) It will be noted that this, in Mes 's. 
Currie and Brown’s estimate, is the second 
cheapest of the schemes submitted. 
has been achieved by compact plan: 
and by straightforward structural arra! 
ments. In my opinion it conforms 9 
closely to the recommendations on ¢« 
omy, copies of which were issued 
competitors, than any of the other desit 
(Continued on page 200) 
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COMPETITION FOR ARTS BUILDING, THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW 
WINNING DESIGN: W. N. W. RAMSAY, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 
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South front, from south-east 


All Saints Church, Darlaston, Staffordshire 


LAVENDER, TWENTYMAN & 


To church is built on the site of a previous 
Victorian structure which was destroyed by a 
bomb in 1942. A hall to seat 200 will in due course 
be built on the land to the west. The site falls from 
south-west to north-east, and the vestries are built 
as a two-storey block in the north-east corner. 

Plan: A traditional type of plan was required, 
with the choir between the congregation and the 
sanctuary. The church seats 352 in the nave (294 


PERCY, F ARIBA, ARCHITECTS 


being in permanent pews), 42 in the Lady chapel and 
30 in the choir, making a total of 424. 

Section : The barrel roof gives the maximum internal 
height for a given total cube, and the interior does in 
fact give the visitor an impression of greater height 
than was expected. The internal frames shield the 
congregation from any glare from the large south 
windows, and a similar purpose is served by the con- 
crete fins in the north and south walls of the sanctuary. 


January 30 























january 30 1953 


The 


south 


front and 
entrance porch. 


south-west 
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Detail of south-west en- 
trance porch. The sculptor 
was Donald Potter 
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The south front 


Construction : The main building has a reinforced 
concrete frame and roof, with brick panel walls ; the 
vestries and chapel have load-bearing brick walls and 
flat concrete roofs. The main concrete frames are 
U-shaped, 9 in. wide, and support the suspended 
floor of the nave, the edge-beams of the barrel roof 
and the eaves beams. Below these frames are re- 
inforced concrete piers (set inwards to reduce the 
bending moment on the frames) to a depth of 12 ft. 
below floor level. Mass concrete piers are taken down 
a further 8 to 15 ft. where necessitated by the bomb 
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crater. The brick walls are supported on wall beams 
connecting the frames. , 

The barrel roof is 5 in. thick at the sides and tapers 
to 24 in. thick at the crown ; above this is a vermiculite 
insulating screed which varies in thickness so as to 
give concentric curves to the inside and outside of the 
finished roof. The tower consists of two 12 in. wide 
concrete fins, encased in brickwork, with concrete 
corbels to take the bell headstocks. 

External finishes: Walls are faced with 2% in. 
brown hand-made bricks. Window mullions and 
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tdoor surrounds are of Portland stone fixed with bronze 

cramps. Curved roofs are of copper above a vermi- 
culite screed ; flat roofs are of asphalt on woodwool 
slabs ; gutters and downpipes are of copper ; windows 
are of aluminium, painted pale grey. 


Internal finishes : Floors are finished in Travertine 
in the sanctuary, York stone in the main porch, 
granwood blocks in the nave and asphalt tiles in the 
vestries. The choir is close-carpeted. The walls of 
the nave are rendered in a pinky-grey self-coloured 
lime and stone-dust mix with a scraped finish. The 
east wal! is faced with Travertine slabs, and the west 
wall down to dado level with an acoustic spray ; the 


dado of this wall and the curved wall of the chapel 
sanctuary are faced with reeded fibrous plaster. 

The nave ceiling is covered with an acoustic material 
sprayed on to the concrete, which itself was cast on 
carefully placed corrugated iron shuttering to give a 
reeded effect. The aisle ceilings are of oak-faced 
plywood with V-joints. The sanctuary ceiling is of 
fibrous plaster, painted pale blue-grey. 

The pulpit is of reinforced concrete, rendered as 
the walls with a carving in Ancaster stone let in, and 
the base is faced with blue-green mosaic. The font 


is of black granite with incised gilded lines, and the 
cover is of sycamore with a design of fishes incised in 
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black lines. All joinery except in the vestries is of 
oak. The panelling in the chapel was designed to 
incorporate existing lettered memorial panels. 


Sculpture : The carving in stone round the main 
entrance and on the pulpit, also the carved oak lectern, 
is the work of Mr. Donald Potter. The painted bronze 
coat-of-arms over the chapel entrance is that of the 


Lichfield diocese. 


Furnishings : Except for a few existing pieces of 
furniture, the altars, pews, reading desks, etc., were 
made to the architects’ design in oak. The large 
dorsal curtain behind the main altar is in blue-grey 
with silver and bronze threads. 


Services : Heating is by the invisible panel method 
of floor heating with low-pressure hot water from a 
gas-fired boiler. ‘The chapel has an additional tubular 
electric heating system for topping up during the week. 
The organ is of the type which must be placed in a 
chamber without visible pipes and which incorporates 
a system of moving shutters between the chamber and 


the body of the church. 


Cost : The cost, including special foundations, site 
layout, bells, choir stalls, altars, etc., but excluding 
organ, pews and carpets, was approximately £35,700. 
The cube rate (taking the height of the main building 





ALL SAINTS CHURCH, 


DARLASTON, STAFFS : 
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from 4 ft. below floor level) was 3s. 6d. per ft. 
cube. 


The general contractors were Messrs. Fletchers 
(Builders), Ltd., Kingswinford, who were also respon- 
sible for the excavation, concrete work, plumbing, 
plastering, all fixed joinery and the choir stalls and 
pews. ‘The general foreman was Mr. William Priest. 
Sub-contractors and suppliers were :— 


Concrete reinforcement, Twisteel Reinforcement, Ltd.; 
facing bricks, George Armitage and Sons, Ltd.; stone 
facings, Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. ; vermiculite 
screeding, Meta Mica, Ltd.; copper roofing, gutters 
and downpipes, Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd. ; asphalt 
roofing, Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; 
flooring, Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd., and <Accotile, 
The Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. ; marble wall facing and 
flooring, Anselm QOdling, Ltd.; self-coloured rendering 
(Stonite), Callow and Keppich, Ltd. ; acoustic material, 
Newalls Acoustics, Ltd.; bells, John Taylor and Co. ; 
aluminium windows, aluminium and iron _ balustrades, 
iron railings and gates, bronze crosses, and bronze door 
furniture, James Gibbons, Ltd.; bronze shield, William 
Loxley ; fibrous plaster, Allied Guilds, Ltd.; Bishop’s 
chair and dorsal curtain, Heal’s Contracts, Ltd.; organ, 
John Compton Organ Co. ; heating, G. N. Haden and 
Co.; electric lighting, Reynolds and Bradwell, Ltd. ; 
font, altars, litany desks and clergy seats, Pancheri and 
Hack, Ltd. ; and turfing, Bakers, Ltd. 








The 


nave, looking towards altar 
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HOUSE AT EPSOM DOWNS 
DESIGNED BY E. K. BOTTING 
HIS house was originally designed in 1948 to 
comply with the various restrictions at that 
time imposed, i.e., 1,000 ft. super floor area. The 
house is situated some 500 ft. above sea level, and on 
a clear day the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 18 miles 
away as the crow flies, is visible. ‘To take advantage 
of this view, the living-room and main bedroom 
have been planned with a north to south aspect. 
In order to give a sense of space, double doors 
have been provided which open from the living- 
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room, and the open-headed staircase also helps to 
create the desired effect. 


Externally, all elevations are finished in Auclaye 
multi-coloured hand-made facings with a rubbed 
recess joint. The roof is of brown concrete tiles 
laid on felt. The asphalt-covered porch head is 
supported on six tubular-steel sections which are 
sunk into the stone pavings, and the flower boxes 
surrounding the porch are constructed in similar 
bricks. All external paintwork is in Portland stone 
except portions to the front door which are in dark 
battleship grey. 


The balusters to the staircase and landing are in 
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Front entrance 


ash, slender circular section with square ends, oiled 
and polished. All walls are plastered and distem- 
pered and the interior decoration, which is very light, 
has been kept fairly uniform to maintain the im- 
pression of space. 

The ground floor has rubber tiles on a latex base, 
with quarries in the kitchen. A boiler has been 
installed which gives partial central heating. 


It is intended in the future to extend the present 
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terrace on a part of which a conservatory will be 


erected. 
H. Weller 


Following is 


The main contractors were Messrs. 
and €o., Ltd., of Banstead, Surrey. 
a list of sub-contractors :— 

Bricks, Auclaye Brickfields, Ltd. ; windows, Mid- 
land Woodworking Co., Ltd., Melton Mowbray ; 
roof tiling, John Williams and Co. (Rotherhithe), 
Ltd. ; electrical installation, Oakey and Lee, Epsom ; 
rubber floors, Dodwell and Co., Ltd. 


HOUSE 
AT EPSOM DOWNS 


Staircase 
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TILBURY DEVELOPMENT SCHEME.—The scale model prepared by the architect, Mr. E. R. Collister, A.A.Dipl., 
A.RJI.B.A., to show the proposed layout and design of the buildings to be erected in the northern section of the area, between 
Calcutta-road and Sydney-road, in connection with the Tilbury development scheme, which is to be carried out by the Thurrock 


aR SS bs 


The central feature of the scheme, clearly visible in our photograph, is a six-storey block of 40 flats. 
to be two three-storey blocks comprising respectively 12 shops and 16 shops with flats or maisonettes over. 


There are also 
Planning per- 


mission has now been received for the erection of 98 dwellings in the Old Manor-road sector of this dockside town. 


THE ARTS BUILDING, 
GLASGOW UNIVERSITY 


(Continued from page 188) 
The Architect's Report 
We taxe the following extracts from 
Mr. Ramsay’s report : 

Massing of Composition.—The ground 
to the south-west of the site and the road- 
way of University Avenue at the west 
end fall away rapidly to the lower side of 
University Gardens. As the Astronomy 
Department building is a low structure it 
is considered to be essential to mass up the 
composition of the proposed new Arts 
Building at the west side of the site to 
prevent a general falling away of the total 
composition. ‘The ground floor of the 
proposed block has therefore been kept 
at such a height that this level, continued 
eastwards through a _ possible future 
central block and east wing, would still 
be above the existing pavement level. 

It is suggested that the library should 
be on the top floor free from noise. The 
build-up of the composition referred to 
has been further stressed by putting it on 
the third floor. This goes beyond the 
suggested height for the building of a 
ground floor plus two storeys, but it has 
the advantage of removing the library 
circulation from the general room circula- 
tion while still allowing easy access to it 
from all parts of the building and especially 
from the main staircase. ‘To emphasise 
this accent in the composition on the 
front elevation and to give a bias towards 
a possible future centre block the main 
entrance has been located at the west 
end of the elevation. 

The platform at the head of the entrance 
steps has been extended to form a meeting 


place for students with a stone seat for 
use on fine days. 

Elevational treatment.—As it is stressed 
in the Conditions that the proposed 
block should form one wing of a future 
building, it is considered that a treatment 
with individual windows as opposed to 
large linked areas of window could more 
easily be adapted to a future scheme for 
which the type of accommodation is not 
yet known. 

Any units of fenestration of a more 
individual character such as in the Library 
do not in this scheme appear on the main 
frontage. 

PLANNING 
Site.—Owing to the 
heavy water pressure on any tanked 
basement walls caused by the very 
steep slope of the site, I have tried to 
avoid having habitable rooms below 

ground level. 

The paving of the whole courtyard is 
considered desirable from the drainage 
aspect as well as from the aesthetic. 

Combined lecture room.—The main lec- 
ture room to seat 100 is coupled to a room 
to seat 44 by an “ over-door’’ type of 
partition with built-in blackboards and 
screen. When these two rooms are used 
as one, this partition would lie along the 
ceiling of the smaller room and the under 
side could be treated acoustically if neces- 
sary, as it forms the back wall of the 
smaller room. 

A dais has been shown in both rooms, 
but if that in the larger room were sec- 
tional and removable, 33 extra seats could 
be fitted on occasion. The total number 
seated in the combined rooms would 
then be 176. 

Tutorial and side rooms.—Several pos- 
sible arrangements of tutorial and side 
rooms can be accommodated in the 


possibility of 


north-south block. For example, two 
pairs of coupled tutorial rooms can be 
given on each floor making four in all, but 
the 5 ft. 0 in. grid to the windows in 
this block allows of other combinations of 
rooms, Communicating doors between 
side and tutorial rooms have not been 
shown on the other two wings, but any 
convenient arrangement for inter-com- 
munication is possible. 

Link with future building —The link 
with a future centre block would be at the 
east end of the front corridors. 


CONSTRUCTION 

Blocks C and D. Walls : Load bearing cavity wa 
faced with grey stone. Floors Situ cast R.C. flo« 
such as “ Truscon.”’ Window Butts: The wind 
butts to lecture rooms are short R.C. columns on 
inner face. Roof : Cavity decking. 

Block E. Walls: ®.C. frame in section (a). Ls 
bearing walls in section (b). Floors Situ cast R-¢ 
floors. Roof: Cavity decking 

Lower ground-floor walls 
walls strapped. 

Retaining walls. Mass concrete faced with rand 
rubble. 

Courtyard. Stone paved and cobbled. 

Windows. Aluminium alloy or teak. 

Entrance doors. Extrid:d metal sections. 

Floor finishes. Rocms linoleum. Corrid 
terrazzo 

Wall finishes. Plaster 

Partitions. Corridor partition—brick. Cross 
titions—hollow block. 

Roof to front and rear staircases 

Blackout to lecture rooms. Blinds. 

Blackout to main lecture room. Electrically operat 
curtains. 

Carved panel at doorway. The carved panel at 
main doorway is of stone The carving ts an app" 
priate inscription with flush letters and sunk ; 
ground. Between the words are metal rosettes colour 
and gilded. 

Heating. The heating is by a vacuum steam systt 
supplying radiators. The boilers are mechanica 
stoked with solid fuel. Provision can be made 
extraction of air from the lecture rooms by ducts « 
tans 

Alternative finish to external walls. It is conside 
that the external wall facing could be of facing D1 
without serious detriment to the design. 

Total cube contents of design scheme: 347,200 cu 

Total estimated cost of design scheme incorporati! 
ashlar facings to outer walls and stone dressings 
windows and openings : £100,000. 

Total estimated cost of design scheme substituting 4 
selected facing brick for ashlar facings : £91,200. 


Random rubble 


Copper sheet 
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BOOKS 


., Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


MODERN HOSPITAL PLANNING IN SWEDEN AND 
OTHER COUNTRIES. By Gustaf Birch- 
Lindgren. (London: Constable and Co., 
Lid.) Price 36s. 


HERR ARKITEKT GUSTAF Bircu- 
LINDGREN’S book is a welcome addition to 
the limited bibliography on hospital plan- 
ning. It is well produced, its points simply 
and directly told; the work of a man who 
knows his subject so well that he can express 
fundamental points without elaborate over- 
tones and emphasis. Together with his 
Swedish colleagues he has had the unique 
opportunity of building hospitals during a 
decade of almost complete stalemate in most 
other western European countries—an 
experience which adds authority to his 
statements and reinforcement to his argu- 
ments. : 

Most of his work is characterised by a 
quality in design which raises hospitals to 
the high standards of contemporary Swedish 
architecture. In using examples of his own 
work to illustrate his points, Birch-Lindgren 
manages to pass between the Scylla and 
Charybdis of overwhelming conceit and 
undue modesty with the skill of Ulysses. 

Too much is compressed, and the scope 
of the material is too wide in the second 
chapter on the development of modern 
hospital construction to do full justice to this 
important aspect of the work. The simple 
lessons of history, the few successes and the 
many failures, have in this instance been 
confused by false comparisons in the differ- 
ent regions. It is, perhaps, too flattering to 
our American friends to maintain, as the 
author does, that the Beaujon Hospital most 
truly reflects American ideas. It truly 
reflects the original ideas of its author, Jean 
Walter, and in its day was an exposition in 
ideas far in advance of anything current in 
the U.S.A. Beaujon was the first vertically 
planned hospital which was not a series of 
pavilion wards placed vertically over each 
other, but a new conception, planned with 
all the logic and consistency which 
characterises the French. 

On the other hand, the condensing of 
information regarding the advance of 
medical science and the increasing need for 
hospital care in the next chapters is a model 
of precision; and the following chapter on the 
crganisation of hospital care in Sweden 
emphasises for us the virtues of a relatively 
sal! community and shows how the burden 
ot sickness can be dealt with so much more 

ynomically in relatively small units. 

In the following chapters, where the sub- 
{ matter is more directly the concern of 

planner, we have an unusually clear 
‘atement of the many problems involved 
and the most direct ways to achieve a solu- 

nm. It is interesting to note how many of 
ne experienced hospital planners continually 
‘cler to the solution as a compromise. Even 
So, this does not deter Birch-Lindgren from 
“iophasising with great force the need for 
detailed programme and for a penetration 

‘o all the problems at the very commence- 
ment of a project, and quotes a famous 
Swedish poet to illustrate his point: “ What 
’ vaguely said, is vaguely thought! ” 

__ A chapter is also included in this book on 
“1¢ modernisation and expansion of old 
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hospitals, which, it is safe to assume, will 


be the bread-and-butter of the hospital i 


service here in Britain for many years to 
come. A good case is made out here for 
throwing good money after bad. One 
problem, however, remains unresolved, and 
that is whether the acceptance of large 
vertically planned hospitals will not provide 
posterity with an insoluble problem when 
fresh thoughts and new experiences in the 
nursing of sick people have been developed 
and future generations of architects are con- 
— to bring our efforts of to-day up to 
te. 

The concluding chapter is a good dollar- 
earning potential, in which we in Britain sit 
back with jaundiced and envious feelings, 
while “ Sweden looks at American hospitals.” 
The comments of Birch-Lindgren are shrewd, 
and the questions he raises, time and time 
again re-echo our own sentiments; and one 
can see in the recent developments of 
hospital plans in the two spheres how near 
they have come to one another in their 
attitude and solutions. Thus they have a 
lot to learn from each other and equally 
we from both of them, even if we still are 
conservative in our reluctance to depart 
from certain traditional methods which put 


the claims of the patient before those of ° 


efficiency. 
S. EB. F.C. 


BUILDERS’ CONFERENCES 


Mr. Eccles on Need for Industry to 
Manage Its Own Affairs 


FORECAST that more steel, bricks 

and cement would be available for 
building this year was made by Mr. Davip 
Eccies, Minister of Works, at the annual 
dinner of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, held at the 
Dorchester Hotel, London, on Tuesday. 
Mr. J. Ian Robertson, president, presided. 

Mr. Eccles, who was responding to the 
toast of “Her Majesty’s Government,” 
which was proposed by the president, said 
the Government would try to match the flow 
of building licences with the increased supply 
of materials. Referring to bricks in parti- 
cular, he said he thought we would get 
enough, but it would depend on care in their 
use and ingenuity in their distribution. 

Although the outlook was good so far as 
materials were concerned, the Minister con- 
tinued, the high and rising level of building 
costs gave us all much concern. He went 
on: We are on the edge of a great renais- 
sance ‘in British building; the physical 
resources are becoming available, but there 
is a danger of pricing ourselves out of the 
market. 

Right from the middle of last year I had 
in mind to set on foot a review of building 
costs; but I thought it best to wait till 1952 
had proved a success. By bad luck the time- 
table was upset. One fine afternoon the 
skeleton of the London Builders’ Confer- 
ence came clattering on to the floor of the 
House of Commons. It was not invited by 
me, but I had to dance with it. 

When one thinks about these Conference 
arrangements it is essential to realise that 
what looked right and proper before the war 
may not look right and proper in the pre- 
sent much-changed circumstances. Supposing 
that the existing House of Commons were 
asked to pass judgment on the constitution 
of these Conferences. I am quite sure they 
would say firmly, first, that there is a real 
problem to be solved, and, secondly, that in 
the 1950s the methods adopted by the Con- 
ferences are not the right way to solve it. 





practices which it is our duty to survey. 1 
do hope we shall look at this b 

wisely, and merge all these pre-war problems 
into the constructive review of tendering and 
contracting which is to take place under the 
chairmanship of the president of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 

What is the aim to keep in front of us? 
Surely it is to secure high standards of build- 
ing at reasonable costs and this without 
compromising the freedom of the industry: 
indeed, without freedom we shall not get high 
standards at reasonable costs. 

The State and the local authorities have 
grown so powerful, and place such a high 
proportion of all contracts, that the organj- 
sation and methods of the building industry 
are in some respects unequal to the strength 
of these great paymasters. The efficiency 
of well-managed and high-standard firms 
may well be at the mercy of the tendering 
system. And we must find ways to convince 
building-owners that they are getting value 
for money. At the same time the door must 
be open to new men to come in and make 
a success of building. 

You have there a triple problem — 
standards, prices and freedom to compete— 
and it will only be solved by finding methods 
which are satisfactory to all parties and by 
adapting the training and organisation of the 
professions and the builders to these modern 
methods. 

The best hope of making reforms to suit 
our new age is to put the task firmly on the 
industry itself. I am old-fashioned enough 
to believe that those engaged in the industry 
know more about it than outside investiga- 
tors. Of course, such optimism assumes a 
measure of goodwill among the leaders of 
the industry. I am sure we can count on 
that. My trust is in the National Federa- 
tion to do all they can to help Mr. Howard 
Robertson to make this combined review 
a success. 

Other speakers were Mr. Wilfred Hors- 
fall, president-elect, and Mr. Howard M. 
Robertson, A.R.A., president, R.1.B.A. 


R.LCS. 


Surrey County Branch Hold Debate 


Tue architectural profession (writes a 
correspondent) came in for a good deal of 
criticism at the joint meeting of the King- 
ston upon Thames Chapter of the South- 
Eastern Society of Architects and the Surrey 
County Branch of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors at the Guildhall, 
Kingston, on January 16. 

The motion before the house was that 
the architect completely disregards the main- 
tenance or enhancement of values of pro- 
perty, and Mr. R. E. Topping, F.R.LCS., 
and Mr. Lawrence Lamden, A.R.LC.S., sup- 
porting the motion, exercised their wit and 
experience to the full to the discomfort of 
the architects. 

But when their turn came, Major E. R. 
Heathcote, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. S. A. Hurden, 
F.R.1.B.A., were brilliant in their defence 
of the architects, and there were some red 
faces among the chartered surveyors as a 
consequence. : 

The motion was put to the meeting and 
carried by the very narrow margin of three 
—jn itself a tribute to the speakers. 

The Mayor of Kingston (Alderman E. R. 
Canham, F.R.LC.S.) presided over the meet- 
ing, with Mr. P. E. Rowlinson (chairman 
of the Surrey County Branch) and Mr. R. F. 
Alner (chairman of the Chapter) in support. 
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OBITUARY 
Sir Frank Mears 


E regret to record the death on January 

25, at Christchurch, New Zealand, of Sir 
Frank Charles Mears, president of the Royal 
Scottish Academy from 1944 to 1950, who 
was best known as an authority on town plan- 
ning. 

Sir Frank Mears was originally articled to 
the Edinburgh architect, Hippolyte Blanc, 
and at an early age became associated with 
the late Sir Patrick Geddes, the distinguished 
town planner. 

With Geddes he took part in the survey of 
Edinburgh in 1908, which, exhibited at the 
Royal Academy, was the first of its kind to 
attract public attention, and in the displays 
in 1911 and 1913 at the Cities and Town 
Planning Exhibitions at Dublin and Ghent. 
He also worked with Geddes on the Uni- 
versity and National Library at Jerusalem, 
and on the Scottish Zoological Park, 
Edinburgh. 

On his own account, Mears was responsible 
for the Lucy Sanderson Memorial Homes, a 
group of small houses for aged people at 
Galashiels; the restoration of Huntley House, 
Edinburgh; the Livingstone Memorial at 
Blantyre; bridges on the Fort William- Inver- 
ness road; and the George VI Bridge at 
Aberdeen. He was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects (of which 
he had been Pugin Student in 1905) in 1927, 
and member of the Royal Scottish Academy 
in 1943. 

In 1934 he was appointed to a committee to 
advise the Department of Health for Scotland 
regarding houses for working-class people, 
and he prepared schemes for the reconstruc- 
tion of the central areas of Greenock and 
Stirling. 

He also worked on post-war planning 
schemes for Midlothian, East Lothian, Fife, 
and Aberdeenshire. In 1943 he was appointed 
consulting architect to the Central and South- 
East Scotland Regional Planning Committee, 
and he was a member of the committee on 
Scottish coalfields, which was concerned 
among other things, with the development of 
the coalfields during and after the war. 


Thomas Henry Lyon 


We regretfully record the death on January 
25 at the age of 83 of Mr. Thomas Henry 
Lyon, the Cambridge architect. A Fellow 
of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
Mr. Lyon was in 1920 appointed the first 
director of design at Cambridge University 
School of Architecture, a post he held until 
his retirement in 1936. 

Many of the University buildings were 
built to his designs. Soon after the first world 
war he added a further storey to Wilkins’ 
block at Corpus and later designed a hostel 
for Peterhouse. Other buildings for which 
he was responsible in Cambridge are the col- 
lege block for Sidney Sussex and its bath- 
house. He also completely remodelled the 
college chapel, whose interior, with its use of 
coloured marble, gives a feeling of satisfying 
richness. He again used coloured marble 
in Trinity Chapel. He also designed the war 
memorial at King’s College Chapel. His 
churches and examples of his domestic archi- 
tecture are to be found in many parts of the 
country. 


C. W. Dennis 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Claud William Dennis, registered architect, 
who as a former chairman of the improve- 
ments and town planning committee of the 
City of London, was largely responsible for 
the Corporation’s plan for the rebuilding of 
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the City. He was 67. Mr. Dennis sat on the 
Common Council for Candlewick ward since 
1931. For many years he was president of 
the Wood Green Football Club and was a 
founder of the Southgate Air Defence Cadet 
Corps, now the Southgate A.T.C. 


H. V, Lanchester, Hon.Litt.D. 


Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 
writes: “Lanchester was a wonderful man 
and I had great admiration for him. I don’t 
know if it is generally known, but he was a 
member of a team we had working in London 
on both the London Regional Reconstruction 
Committee and on National Planning. I was 
amazed at the great knowledge he had of 
London and, incidentally, of the whole of 
England including transport and waterways. 
He used to bring up plans which he had 
drawn himself and coloured up for the Com- 
mittee to see, and we relied greatly on his 
profound knowledge. He was instrumental 
in whatever results were achieved by these 
two R.I.B.A. Committees.” 


Mr. L. M. Chitale, F.R.I.B.A., F.I.1LA., 
A.M.T.P.I. (Madras), writes: 

“Dr Lanchester’s interest in art was 
abiding, and he deplored the tendency of 
the age, to quote his own words, ‘ to regard 
art not as embracing an attitude towards 
life, but as only to be taken note of at 
recognised times and seasons, if at all.’ He 
was convinced that ‘until we realise that 
art is not a thing to be taken in specified 
doses at specified times the ideal of a city 
as a thing of beauty in all its aspects will 
receive but scant recognition.’ 

“India would remember this outstanding 
British planner and architect if not for the 
many monumental works he has left in this 
country, at least for the regard he evinced 
for Indian art, tradition and culture. The 
magnificent palaces of Jodhpur testify to his 
appreciation of Indian art ideals. He refused 
to transplant exotic art on the Indian soil. 
The council chambers of Lucknow, several 
educational institutions and hostels in U.P. 
and elsewhere are his creation. He was also 
Town Planning Adviser to Madras, Baroda, 
and the Nagpur Improvement Trust and paid 
frequent visits to India after the first world 
war. He was also on the committee which 
was responsible for choosing the present site 
for India’s capital—New Delhi. 

“T had the privilege of working with Dr. 
Lanchester for ten years in London and of 
knowing him intimately for over 30 years, 
and can testify to the keen interest he had 
in India’s welfare and prosperity. Archi- 
tects and planners all the world over will 
miss an important figure in their profession 
and the writer a genuine friend and well- 
wisher.” 


Alfred George Roberts, A.R.1.B.A. 
We regret to record the death on January 


19, of Mr. Alfred George Roberts, A.R.I.B.A. 
of Claygate, Surrey. 


C. B. Reid 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
C. B. Reid, editor of The Surveyor and 
chairman of the St. Bride’s Press, Ltd., the 
proprietors and publishers of that journal, 
with which he had been associated for over 
half a century. He was 73. 





B.R.S. Digest 


Digest No. 50, prepared by the Building 
Research Station, deals with emulsion paints; 
their types, properties and use. Copies can 
be obtained from the Stationery Office, price 
3d. 
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“ DESIGN IN TOWN AND 
VILLAGE ” 


A New Housing Ministry Book 

MPP HREE leading authorities on town plan- 

ning subjects, Dr. Thomas Sharp, Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd and Professor W. G. 
Holford, have each contributed a section to 
a new Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government publication, “ Design in Town 
and Village ” (price 7s. 6d.). 


The first part of thé book, which discusses 
the English village, is by Dr. Sharp. The 
main theme of his contribution is that in 
village design the first essential is simplicity. 
He shows that simplicity. of form is an 
attribute of the village character, and dis- 
tinguishes between the linear type of village, 
which is most frequently found in the south, 
and the enclosed village, which is more 
often found in the north. He discusses the 
observance of tradition in new development 
in villages, deploring the habit of planning 
village extensions in much the same way as 
a new suburb, and urges that no attempt 
should be made to imitate the past nor to 
create by conscious design the detailed 
effects of irregularity which have arisen out 
of the absence of design. 

Dr. Sharp pleads for continuity of build- 
ings, and suggests that nothing is more 
destructive of the true village character 
than the detached or semi-detachéd villa. 
The terrace or row is in his view the only 
satisfactory form. 


Mr. Frederick Gibberd is concerned in 
this book with the design of residential 
areas, and his main points are that many 
different types of dwelling are needed to 
satisfy the housing requirements of a large 
and varied population, and the best results 
are obtained if flats, maisonettes and houses 
are mixed together in a neighbourhood in- 
stead of each type of dwelling being 
segregated from the other. The different 
building forms provide interest and variety 
in a layout which might otherwise tend to be 
monotonous. The taller buildings in parti- 
cular can act as a focus for the design of 
the area. 


He stresses the need to design the spaces 
between the buildings so that each not only 
has its own special qualities but is also 
related to other similar neighbouring spaces. 
When an area is designed in this way ‘t 
becomes possible to recapture that intimate 
and urbane quality which was once the 
characteristic of town development in this 
country. 

Professor Holford deals with the special 
problems of central areas which, he says, are 
not different in principle from those govern- 
ing the design of other areas, but tend to be 
different in kind, and are certainly different 
in degree. The city centre is moulded by 4 
process of continuous adaptation to chang- 
ing needs and this process offers the oppor- 
tunity to men of courage, vision and 
persistence, to secure gradual improvement 
of the outward appearance of the city and 
in particular of its urban spaces. 

Professor Holford deals in detail with the 
design of streets in city centres, including 
not only those practical requirements for the 
convenience of the public and the safety 
of traffic, but also with the appearance 0! 
the street as a whole. 

The designer’s task, he says, is to seek ou‘ 
the character of a place and show how | 
can be extended and intensified by means of 
new buildings, street furniture and pavings, 
and in the design of all things that go te 
make the urban scene. 
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THE PREDICAMENT OF OVERGROWN TOWNS 
Some Proposals for Constructive Decentralisation 


Locét planning authorities were prepar- 

ing development plans postulating 
overspills of population, some of them vast 
in volume, said Mr. B. J. COoL.ins, 
F.R.LCS., M.T.P.L, County Planning Officer 
for Middlesex, when he read a paper on 
“The Predicament of Overgrown Towns,” 
at the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors on January 19. Only a minority of 
these overspills, he said, were proposed to 
be accommodated in the same administrative 
areas as those from which they arose. Fewer 
still were to move within the orbit of a 
planning authority which was also a housing 
authority and able to do the building which 
would make the transference effective. 


“The Town Development Act, 1952,” he 
continued, “is designed to ease the difficul- 
ties. It disfavours permanent ownership of 
the houses by exporting authorities and 
encourage them to collaborate with import- 
ting authorities. It enables. pressure to be 
brought on the latter if necessary. If suffi- 
cient space is agreed upon for overspill within 
the radius where exporting authorities are 
prepared to operate or contribute, the Act 
bears promise of usefulness. This is because 
housing authorities sgem willing to accept 
responsibility to see that persons on their 
housing lists are housed, even when the 
habitat has no prospect of being within their 
own borough or district. 

“I wonder whether overspilling authorities 
will permanently remain willing to contri- 
bute money for this sort of venture, when 
the very ownership as well as the rateable 
value is to be someone else’s, and when the 
community being built up is more than ever 
intended to be self-contained and inde- 
pendent. 


Accommodating Industry 


“In the realm of industry there has not 
been the same inducement for overcrowded 
areas to overspill. The duty of accommodat- 
ing industry has never been so firmly placed 
on local authorities as the duty of housing. 
No subsidy has been available. There has 
been no campaign and no political interest. 
Yet if decentralisation is to be real, the trans- 
ference of factories and employment is at 
least as important as the transference of resi- 
dential capacity. Decentralisation of houses 
without decentralisation of industry is some- 
thing of a hypocrisy. The authority which 
condones it may be suspected of having its 
tongue in its cheek, knowing that the parent 
town will require just as many workers as 
before. 

“There are other difficulties in the way of 
moving industry as distinct from residents or 
workers. The authority which attempts it 
has to pay through the nose for its efforts; 
for if on persuading one industry to go it 
does not extinguish the existing use rights, 
which are an expensive item, another indus- 
try inevitably moves in. The buying out 
f these industrial use rights, which appears 
io be, and very likely is, a destruction of 
capital values which will not recrudesce else- 
where, is a thing which ratepayers may well 
jib at. Consequently, very little such activity 
nas been pursued. For the sake of immediate 
production in its present straits that may have 
seen fortunate.” 

Referring later to the report of the Barlow 
Commission, Mr. Collins said that it briefly 
defined three methods by which redistribution 
f population might be realised as redevelop- 
nent, decentralisation and dispersal. Rede- 


velopment of congested areas envisaged re- 
ductions of building density and consequent 
creation of overspill. Decentralisation 
envisaged transference of overspill to loca- 
tions near enough to the parent town to con- 
stitute satellite communities within the 
plenetary system. Dispersal envisaged the 
dissipation of overspill to locations farther 
afield. His complaint about all the concepts, 
he said, was that they were founded more 
on pushing residence and industry out of the 
parent town by repulsion from the inside, 
than upon drawing it out by attraction from 
the outside. The new towns and Lancashire 
developments were at present the only instru- 
ments adopting the latter’ approach, which, 
he thought, should be much more generally 
taken up, particularly in regard to industry. 

Considering the economic viewpoint, Mr. 
Collins said: 

“ An industrialist or business man when 
deciding the location for his factory or busi- 
ness considers many things. We hear plenty 
of gibes about locations being chosen to suit 
the social life of managing directors’ wives. 
But it is impossible to believe that the domi- 
nant idea dictating choice of location is not 
the prospective efficiency of the project, its 
turnover and profit. From this point of view 
the great towns may possess real advantages. 

“ If it were otherwise, the remarkable tend- 
ency towards concentration . . . would long 
ago have been checked. 

“There can, however, come a time when 
the town becomes saturated with activity. 
Straining point is reached either in local 
labour supply, traffic movement, water 
supply, sewage disposal or some other 
governing factor. The soaring of site values 
at the centre is perhaps only a symptom of 
this, but may also become itself a governing 
factor. The reaching of this straining point 
is much deferred by the brilliance with which 
technical services such as transport, water 
supply, drainage, and even the subsidising of 
residents into monster blocks of flats, conceal 
the overload. They disguise the inefficiency 
involved. Meanwhile, the resident population 
of such a town begins to decline. It becomes 
a town or conurbation to work in rather than 
live in, and all workers who can afford to 
do so remove themselves, nowadays not 
merely to the fringe of the town, but outside 
it. They commence of their own accord and 
in an irregular way to postulate the idea of 
a green belt around the urban fence. It is 
overslop rather than overspill. This seems 
to me to be proof that further expansion of 
the town has become completely uneconomic. 


Fluidity of Population 

“ Another phenomenon which gives ground 
for encouragement is the great fluidity of 
population evidenced by recent statistics from 
the National Register. In London and the 
southern and south-eastern counties in 1948 
and 1949 the in-movements and out-move- 
ments of populaiton were in all cases each 
more than 20 per cent. of the population 
total. This is not evidence that houses and 
factories can lightheartedly be planned from 
one place to another. But the evidence of so 
much personal movement is certainly a 
reason for supposing that population is ready 
to be susceptible to properly imposed influ- 
ences as to where it should settle. If industry 
can be guided to suitable places where in- 
crease of population is wanted, it seems 
evident that population is ready to follow. 
Industrial location policy ‘is not what so 


f 


prop Ase 2 — it - mes ree 
or plugging holes in i 
Employment wherever they appear.’ It 
rather be regarded as keystone of the 
arch of territorial policy.” 

Corrective Influences 

Referring to the conditions in which “ cor- 

rective influences ” might be established, Mr. 
Collins said he believed that there must be 
three headings. They must cover on the one 
hand the exporting areas, on the other hand 
receiving areas, but first of all they must 
postulate the indispensability of a belt of 
demarcation between the two. Enlarging on 
this, he continued:— 
_ “L—The green belt is the most vital and 
important conception in creating a coherent 
policy. Without it the exporting area and 
receiving areas cannot be properly defined or 
rendered manageable. The implications of 
the green belt are principally economic, and 
far transcend the subsidiary considerations 
of providing pretty surroundings for the 
town. 

“To fulfil its function the green belt must 
essentially possess certain characteristics. Its 
inner edge must closely incorporate the whole 
of the town or conurbation under treatment. 
Its outer edge must be definite and not 
allowed to wander weakly inwards. The 
width of the green belt must be sufficient to 
offer a thorough obstacle to daily travel by 
workess from its outside to its inside. 

“ The territory of the green belt must be 
positively inviolate from urban develop- 
ments. It should never degenerate into a 
happy hunting ground for well-sponsored 
buildings looking for sites, however mighty 
the sponsors may be. It is a place where 
untoward building should be universally 
taboo. I leave you to consider whether these 
characteristics are possessed Dy the present 
green belt around London. 

“I1—Policy within the town or conurba- 
“tion enclosed by the green belt should in- 
volve a genuine recognition of the fact that 
it is full up. At the present day this recog- 
nition is often given lip-service only, while 
the town takes measures to boost its capacity 
and boggles at its reduction. Every shy patch 
of building land becomes a target for sky- 
scraping aspirations. 

“ Acceptance of the principle that the town 
is full up must be made real, and the fact 
that there is no new land to build upon 
must not be considered remarkable. To this 
end the local authorities should simply dis- 
claim, and be relieved of, all responsibility 
for housing applicants beyond the town’s 
capacity. Responsibility could be transferred 
through the agency of a Central Register 
which would have a call on all areas where 
land allocated for residential development 
exceeded local housing demand. Applicants 
unaccepted in overcrowded areas would thus 
be offered a choice of places where their 
applications would be accepted. 

“Since current development plans are 
authoritatively said to provide residential 
space for 1.2 million people more than the 
Registrar-General expects to exist in 1971, 
there should be no insuperable difficulty 
about this step in the context in which it is 
suggested. The shifting of housing respon- 
sibility from those who have not the land to 
meet it to those who have actually destined 
their land for housing would be 
only a piece of realism, and would enable 
them to carry out their plans. 

“Relieved of responsibilities which are 
beyond its capacity, and in my opinion 
beyond its scope, the exporting authority 
could devote closer attention to that domes- 
tic redevelopment which is essential to con- 
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solidate the process of decentralisation. It 
could also view with equanimity some 
emigration of its building labour force, which 
up till now its untoward responsibilities have 
compelled it to try to hold together. 


“IIL—The essential point in all satellite 
towns and other expanding communities 
must be to give employment-providing in- 
dustrial development a priority not a whit 
inferior to housing. If perfect balance can- 
not be maintained throughout the course of 
development it is preferable that industry 
should march ahead rather than housing, 
which has been the favourite child for long 
enough. With the assurances provided by 
development plans in the light of this pro- 
gramme, industry would be prepared for the 
enterprise. That has been proved in the past, 
when no such assurances have been 
available. 

“ Decentralisation of overgrown towns is 
a natural but irregular tendency. The reason 
why it is irregular and ineffective is that 
industrialists and residents don’t believe that 
the authorities really mean what they say. 
That doubt has been perfectly well founded. 
Migratory movements have consequently 
been hesitant, in anxiety as to whether re- 
ception areas will really develop with the 
necessary energy and independence. Mean- 
while, the overgrown town itself appears to 
offer stronger patronage. 

“ But if a man can get a house and a job 
in a reception area whereas he cannet even 
get on the housing list of the overgrown 
town, he will willingly seize his opportunity. 
Industrialists now ready to pounce on sites 
in the central conurbation will be deterred 
by the prospect of a declining local labour 
supply. Indeed, within the parent town there 
will be stiffening competition for labour. 
With the abandonment of pretence that an 
unlimited labour force can be housed there 
no increased labour will be forthcoming, and 
industries of marginal efficiency will gradu- 
ally and automatically be eliminated. Mean- 
while, redevelopment will gain impetus from 
the realisation that building activity within 
the town can find no other outlet. 

“The criticism that reception areas are 
aot financially competent to undertake ex- 
pansion on the scale and at the rate envisaged 
must be forestalled. The simple answer is 
that building at moderate densities on the 
sites which reception areas possess is cheaper 
than building at excessive densities on expen- 
ive sites in overcrowded towns. If it were 
not so there would be no reason behind the 
supplementary subsidies now granted in the 
latter case. These can be saved. As to the 
development of necessary services in the new 
areas, this is already envisaged by the local 
authorities. If it were not so, how does it 
come that residential areas are being allo- 
cated in the development plans for 1.2 
million persons more than are likely to exist, 
as has been said? 

“Thus the total costs involved would be 
not greater, but smaller. The criticism may 
remain that reception authorities would be 
called upon to spend, if not greater sums, 
at all events earlier and more rapidly in 
advance of recouping rateable value. It is, 
I hope, true that the incidence of these costs 
would be somewhat accelerated. That is alto- 
gether to be desired. The machinery to meet 
the problem could well rely both upon the 
fund saved by reducing subsidies at present 
paid for overcrowding expensive sites, and 
upon the principle of Exchequer Equalisation 
Grants. The furthering of national develop- 
ment in those areas where it is most required 
seems to me just such an object as the latter 
system should be fully designed to secure. 

“One other aspect of resistance to decen- 


THE BUILDER 


tralisation would be mitigated. I refer to the 
attitude so prevalent in towns whose own 
plans provide for their expansion: they are 
willing and anxious to expand, but strongly 
opposed to being a target for organised de- 
centralisation of ‘cockneys’ or ‘ townees.” 
By my proposals this objection would be 
evaporated, for expansion would be wholly 
under the auspices of local powers, in which 
the exporting authority would not participate 
or interfere. When the selection of tenants 
was arrived at through option and a Central 
Register there could not be the same accu- 
sation that blocks of residents were being 
exported from one place to remain an alien 
bloc in the new location. If any town is to 
expand the people have got to come from 
somewhere, and the system I have pro- 
pounded would offer the widest and most 
natural choice. | 

“ Building of all kinds does in fact go on 
and on. It is susceptible to guidance both 
by planning control and by the compulsion 
of economic considerations. The fundamen- 
tal object of planning control in the over- 
grown towns is their decentralisation, and this 
is entirely in accord with what the economics 
of the situation require. In an irregular 
and self-strangulating way the economic 
fashion is striving for the same result. My 
proposition is that the administration and the 
tendency should be more closely married, so 
that instead of operating independently and 
in apparent conflict, the one should reinforce 
the other. I think that the principles which 
I have called those of corrective influence 
are the essential points, and that by their 
adoption constructive decentralisation can be 
set afoot and kept afoot on a progressive 
basis.” 


IMPROVING RURAL HOUSING 
Efforts to Stop the Drift of Labour 


SPEAKING in London »n January 22, the 
president of the Country Landowners’ Asso- 
ciation, Lt.-Cor. W. R. BuRRELL, said the 
Association was anxious to stop the per- 
sistent drift of labour from the land. For 
this purpose, the best possible living condi- 
tions in the countryside must be provided 
to help the Minister of Agriculture’s pro- 
gramme for more home-produced food. 
There had been many excellent new cottages 
built for farm workers during and since the 
war. But at the same time there were thou- 
sands of old cottages which were structur- 
ally sound but lacked modern amenities. To 
modernise them would probably involve less 
than half the time and money spent on 
building new cottages. .t was urgent that 
these should be tackled in a big way. 

The Government had recognised the size 
and urgency of the problem by making sub- 
stantial grants available for improvement 
works. But his Association had been con- 
cerned by numerous reports from members 
that the reconditioning provisions of the 
1949 and 1952 Housing Acts were not work- 
ing properly, and decided to make inquiries. 
A recent survey covering a sample of 300 
local authorities spread over a widely 
scattered area of England and Wales showed 
that the reconditioning provisions of these 
Acts were not being anything like fully used. 
One thousand, five hundred and two appli- 
cations had been received, of which 
only 822 had been granted; approxi- 
mately 50 of the local authorities concerned 
appear to have resolved not to entertain 
applications at all. These figures were most 
disappointing, and Col. Burrell appealed to 
private owners, local authorities and 
regional housing officers to take every 
advantage of the help offered. 
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THIRD I.U.A. CONGRESS 
Provisional Plans Formulated 


(THE third assembly and congress of the 

International Union of Architects wil] 
take place at Lisbon from September 21-2 
this year. 


Although the United Kingdom Committee 
of the Union have not yet appointed any 
delegates, it is hoped in Paris that Mr. 
C. H. Aslin will act as chairman of the 
section discussing school construction, and 
that Professor Gordon Stephenson and Mr. 
F. R. S. Yorke will be rapporteurs of the 
working groups dealing respectively with 
town planning and industrialisation of build- 
ing. 

According to provisional plans (which 
have not yet been finally approved), there 
will be eight working groups, organised on 
the following lines:— 1. Formation of the 
architect. (Theme: the qualification of the 
architect.) 2. Position of the architect in 
the community. (Theme: the status of the 
architect) 3. Relationship between archi- 
tect and engineer. (Discussion on the res- 
pective roles of the architect and engineer 
and on their collaboration.) 


4. Synthesis of the plastic arts. (Discussion 
on the collaboration between architects and 
artists (painters, sculptors, interior 
decorators).) 5. Town planning. (Theme 
(a): the status of town planning; theme (b): 
standardisation of symbols used in town 
planning.) 6. Dwellings. (Theme: housing 
requirements of a family; (a) shelter, (b) 
housing, (c) space-economy relations.) 7. 
School Construction. (Theme: how to 
satisfy the urgent need for school buildings.) 
8. Industrialisation. (Theme (a): relationship 
between architects and contractors; theme 
(b): modular co-ordination.) 


A number of well-known European archi- 
tects have been invited to take part in these 
discussions. 


HOUSING IN HOLBORN 
No More Land Available 


THE Last of the sites available in the 
borough for council housing are now being 
taken over by the Holborn Council. A 
report laid before the council on Wednesday 
by the housing estates management com- 
mittee, states: “It may be taken that there 
is no further land in Holborn which can 
be made available for council housing, so 
that on the completion of the schemes for 
Red Lion-square, Great Ormond-street, 
Endsleigh-street and Tybalds Close Exten- 
sion, the council’s permanent housing 
resources will total 372 flats. There is 4 
waiting list of 1,173 families in need of 
housing; this figure remains approximately 
constant notwithstanding such rehousing 45 
the council can do.” 


Local authorities have been asked by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
to take note of the recommendations pub- 
lished last October in the interim report of 
a working party on requisitioned propertics 
in use for housing. The bearing of these 
recommendations on Holborn is discussed 12 
the committee’s report, which comes to ‘he 
general conclusion that, notwithstanding t¢ 
working party’s suggestions, there does 50¢ 
appear to be any means whereby any sv°- 
stantial reduction in the number of prope'- 
ties requisitioned can be made withou! 
external aid. 
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London Building (Constructional) By-Laws, 1952 
MAIN VARIATIONS FROM THE 1937 BY-LAWS—2 
By M. C. G. AYRE 


THE following notes have been prepared to indicate the main differences between the 
new L.C.C. building by-laws, which came into operation on January 1, 1953, and the old 
1937 by-laws. The first article appeared on January 23. 

In addition to the new by-laws (Publication No. 3790), copies of which can be obtained, 
price 3s. 6d., from the Council’s publishers, Staples Press, Lid., Mandeville-place, W.1 ; 
H.M.S.O.; or any bookseller, an Explanatory Memorandum has now been published 
(Publication No. 3796—price 1s.), which, apart from explanatory matter, contains useful 
Tables giving the sizes of timber to be provided to sustain various loads and a series of 
Tables of timber sizes for floor joists, roof and ceiling joists, purlins and rafters, suitable for 


two-storey dwelling-houses. 


In the following notes, references to the 1937 by-laws are in italics. 


Part V—Walls and Piers 


By-law 5.02 (See by-law 40)}—Construction 
of walls—Reinforced concrete party walls 
and party walls having a frame of reinforced 
concrete are now prohibited. 

By-law 5.04 (See by-law 50)—Compliance 
with by-law 1.04—‘“Calculated” party 
walls are prohibited. 

By-laws 5.05 to 5.16 (See by-laws 51 to 
57)}—Non-calculated walis— 

By-law 5.05—-Quality of bricks and mortar 
—In buildings of three or more storeys, the 
minimum quality of bricks or blocks is to 
be fifth quality and the bricks are to be 
laid in cement-lime mortar containing not 
more than six volumes of sand to one of 
cement or in cement mortar. 

By-law 5.06 (See by-laws 1, 51(c), 52}— 
Height and length of walls—{i) Only one- 
storey was allowed in the roof for non- 
calculated walls in the old by-laws. This 
limitation (by-law 51(c)) is deleted. 

(ii) An alternative method for measuring 
wall heights is given in by-law 5.06(1)(a) 
and “ level of the top of the topmost storey ” 
is defined in by-law 5.06(1)(b). 

(ii) When the topmost storey is enclosed 
with hollow bricks or blocks, the buttressing 
walls and piers are to be carried up through- 
out the topmost storey instead of to the 
underside of the floor. (By-law 5.06(3).) 

(iv) The length of a buttressing wall at any 
level is now required to be one-sixth of its 
height, measured from that level, to the top, 
instead of one-sixth of the height of the 
oe wall. By-law 5.06(4) (See by-law 


(v) Buttressing walls are permitted to be 
oblique between limits. By-law 5.06(4)a). 

(vi) The district surveyor is given dis- 
cTetionary powers in respect of length, thick- 
ness and angle between the two walls in 
other cases, By-law 5.06(4)(b), instead of 
resort being made to calculations. 

fv.) 5.06 (Sb) clearly includes the wall 
thickness im the required thickness of the 
buttressing pier. 

By-law 5.07 (See by-laws 53c, $4, 55)— 
Thickness of external and party walls in 
buildings other than public or warehouse— 
(i) 5.07(3) is a new requirement relating to 
Parapets to external walls. 

{u) Table X tabulates thicknesses. (See 
by-law 54.) 
 ) Thicknesses are now determined by 

storeys” not “ storey-heights.” 

By-law 5.08 (See by-law 55)—Thickness of 
external amd party walls im warehouse 
buiicings—(i) Single-storey buildings of the 
Warcnouse class are now specifically per- 
Mittcd to have walls 84 in. in thickness. 








(ii) Offsets are now only allowed to be 
made at the level of lateral supports. 
(iii) Thicknesses are now tabulated. 


By-law 5.10 (See by-law 53)—Thickness of 

and partition walls—({i) 5.10(4) 

gives a new basis for the calculation of non- 
load-bearing partition walls. 

(ii) 5.10(5) gives the district surveyor full 
discretion with respect to non-loading-bearing 
partition walls without adequate restraint on 
all four edges. 


By-law 5.11 (See by-laws 43 and 5i(g)}— 
Recesses and openings—{i) Where recesses 
are formed in party walls, the wall at the 
back of the recess must not be less than 
13 in. 

(ii) The extent of recesses and openings 
are now controlled in the ground floor of 
external walls. 

(iii) Openings and recesses are now limited 
by length and not by area. (Note:—By-law 
5.26 gives further limitations.) 

(iv) The distance of openings and recesses 
at any level in buttressing walls from the 
buttressed wall is now required to be not 
less than one-sixth of the height of the but- 
tressing wall above that level instead of five 
times the thickness of the buttressed wall. 

(v) The beam over an opening need not 
now be incombustible. 


By-law 5.12 (See by-law 51(e))}—Leads on 
walls—The proviso permits point loads, sub- 
ject to the district surveyor’s discretion as 
to the support of the loads. 


By-law 5.13 (See by-law 51(b)}—Corbelling 
and overhanging work.—The amount of 
overhang is only limited now in the case of 
the overhang being corbelled out and the 
corbelling out is limited to one-third of the 
thickness of the wall below the corbelling 
instead of one-third of the “required thick- 
ness.” 


By-law 5.14 (See by-law 51(f}—Dilfference 
in ground levels.—{i) The difference in level 
of the ground on either side of the wall is 
now permitted to be four times, instead of 
three times, the thickness of the wall at the 
higher level. Hep 

(ii) Discretion is given to the district sur- 
veyor to allow a greater difference where 
the wall is adequately buttressed to his 
satisfaction. 

By-law 5.15 (See by-law (43)—External 
walls may be 4 ins. thick—i) The use of 
structures with 4-ins. thick enclosures, above 
the roof is not limited to tank or motor 
rooms as in the old by-law, but their use 
for habitable rooms, workrooms and offices 
is prohibited. é 

(ii) By-law $.15(a) (iii), verandas, loggias. 
garages, greenhouses, tool sheds, fuel stores, 
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w.c.’s and lavatories, where attached to 
dwelling houses, can now have 4 in. thick 
wGiD Flom nocd ealy be provided we fuss 
(iii) Pi i to 
losures 


and the first storey window sills and the 
gables over can now be of 4-in. brickwork. 

By-law 5.16—Load-bearing cavity walls 
(See by-laws Nos. 53(b) and 45).—{i) Cavity 
party walls are now permitted. 

(ii) Load-bearing cavity walls are restricted 
to buildings other than public buildings or 
buildings of the warehouse class. 

(iii) The bricks in cavity walls are required 
to be solid with the exception of the inner 
leaf of external cavity walls, which can be 
hollow bricks or blocks not less than 4 ins. 
thick. 

(iv) The mortar is now restricted to cement 
or cement-lime mortar. 


By-laws 5.17 to 5.23—Calculated walls 
(See by-laws 58 to 62). 


By-law 5.17 (See by-law 44)—Minimum 
thickness of calculated walls.—{i) The 
limitation of 60 on the height/thickness 
ratio of concrete walls no longer applies. 
(ii) The minimum thickness of a concrete 
wall can now be 4 ins. as against 84 ins. 


By-law 5.18 (See by-laws 58, 59 and 60)}— 
Slenderness ratio—{i) The maximum 
slenderness ratio is now increased from 12 
to 18, except for walls and piers built in 
lime mortar. 

(ii) By-law 5.18(5). If, where a pier and a 
wall are in combination, the thickness of the 
wall is not less than two-thirds the thick- 
ness of the pier, the pier and wall together 
can be considered as a wall. 


By-law 5.19—Effective thickness.—A new 
by-law providing a basis upon which to 
assess the stiffening effects of piers com- 
bined with walls. 

By-law 5.20, Tables XIII and XIV (Sce 
by-law 60 and Table VI1I—Maximum stresses 
in brick walls and piers.—(i) Maximum per- 
missible stresses are laid down for a slender- 
ness ratio of one. The lowest ratio in the 
old by-law was six. 

(ii) Reduction factors for slenderness 
ratios from 1 to 18 are now tabulated. The 
old by-laws provided for reduction factors 
between 6 and 12. 

(iii) By-law 5.20(4)(b) represents an 
economy over the old by-law when differ- 
ent strength bricks are used in combination. 


By-law 5.21 and Tables XV and XVI (See 
by-law 60 and Table VIII)}—Maximum 
stresses im concrete walls.—{i) The require- 
ments for concrete walls are now separated 
from those for brick walls. 

(ii) Reduction factors for concrete walls 
now differ from those for brick walls, and 
are given for ratios from 1 to 18 instead of 
6 to 12 as in the old by-laws. ; 

(iii) These reduction factors result in 
increased permissible stresses in walls and 
piers contructed of Grades I to III concrete, 
slightly reduced stresses up to a slenderness 
ratio of eight in Grades IV and V concretes 
and increased stresses thereafter. _ 

(iv) Shrinkage reinforcement is now 
required in concrete walls. 

By-law 5.22 (See Sap 60)}—Lecal and 
eccentric loads.—(i) increase in permis- 
sidle stresses due to local loading has been 
increased from 20 per cent. to 50 per cent. 

(ii) An increase in permissible stresses of 
25 per cent. is given for eccentric loads and 
lateral forces. 

















(iii) The provisos give certain safeguards 
to ensure— 

(a) that the permissible stress -is not 
exceeded when uniformly distributed 
loads only are considered (proviso (i)), 

(b) that when the increases for local 
and eccentric loads are taken into account, 
the total stress does not exceed that per- 
mitted for a wall or pier with a slender- 
ness ratio of one (proviso (ii)); 

(c) that when local as well as eccentric 
loads and lateral forces act on the wall or 
pier, the permissible increase must not be 
more than 25 per cent. on the stress 
allowed for uniformly distributed loading 
when local loading is ignored (proviso 
(iii). 

By-law 5.24—Panel walls in framed build- 
ings (See by-laws 43, 44, 51, 56).—{i) The 
district surveyor, by 5.24(1)(b), has dis- 
cretion on the degree of restraint and support 
to be provided for panel walls. 

(ii) By 5.24(2) (a), the doubt under the old 
by-laws whether a panel wall in a warehouse 
building could be 84 ins. thick has been 
removed. 

(iii) The inner leaf of cavity panel walls 
can now be not less than 3 ins. thick of solid 
or hollow bricks. 

(iv) Concrete panel walls can now be 4 ins. 
thick. 


By-laws 5.25 to 5.30 applying to all walls 
(See by-laws 39 to 50). 

Bylaw 5.25 (See by-laws 143(i) and 146) 
—Party wall parapets. 

(i) By-law 5.25(2)(b).—The oversailing 
slab must be solid as well as incombustible, 
can project 44 ins. instead of 9 ins. on each 
side of the party wall, and need not neces- 
sarily be supported on corbelling. 

(ii) By-law 5.25(2) (c).—The roofs, abut- 
ting on the party wall, are required to be 
solid for at least 9 ins. on each side on the 
wall. 

(iii) By4aw 5.25(2) (d).—Party wall para- 
pets can now be omitted between a pair of 
semi-detached houses up to three storeys in 
height. 

(iv) By-law 5.25(5).—Instead of the 4 ins. 
required by old by-law 143(i), the corbelling 
out of the party wall is reduced to 1 in. 
where there are combustible eaves within 
1 ft. of the centre of the party wall. 

By-law 5.26 (See by-law 39)—Openings in 
external walls—i) By-law 5.26(1) is a 
“ performance ” by-law with by-law 5.26(2) 
providing a “ deemed to satisfy” clause. 

(ii) By-law 5.26(2) replaces conditions (1), 
(2) and (3) of old by-law 39, only the require- 
ments of condition (1) being retained. 
Openings above the soffit of the first floor 
must not extend below a level of 2 ft. 6 ins. 
above the floor of the storey in which they 
are formed or above the level of the soffit 
of the floor next above, must not be less 
than 3 ft. from the centre of any party wall 
or within 3 ft. of a vertical plane drawn 
above the boundary beween the site on 
which the building is to be erected and the 
adjoining site. These requirements do not 
apply to dwelling houses not exceeding 
30 ft. in height and the 2-ft. 6-in. band 
requirement does not apply to staircase 
windows where the staircase enclosures have 
the necessary degree of fire-resistance. 

By-law 5.27 (See by-laws 42 and 142)— 
Timber in walls.—{i) No timber is now 
allowed to be built into party walls. 

(ii) Wall-plates supporting the joists of the 
upper floors of two-storey dwelling-houses 
can be built into other walls. 

(iii) Woaden cills of doors and window- 
frames of three-storey dwelling-houses can 
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now project 3 ins. from the external face of 
the wall. 


By-law 5.30 (See by-law 41)—Hollow 
bricks or blocks.—{i) The reauirement in old 
by-law 41 requiring evidence of fire- 
resistance if hollow bricks or blocks are to 
be used is deleted. 

(ii) Hollow bricks or blocks are prohibited 
in party walls or in any part of a wall which 
is below the level of the adjoining ground, 
and their use in load-bearing walls is limited 
to the cases given in by-law 5.30(2). 

(iii) Hollow bricks and blocks must not be 
cut to form any chase or recess. 


(To be continued) 


M.O.W. WINTER LECTURES 


February Programme 
HE programme of Ministry of Works dis- 
cussion lectures for February is as follows : 


February 3.—* Painting Traditional Building,’ by 
T. A. Baker. Gas Board’s Lecture Theatre, John-street, 
Cardiff. 7 p.m. 

February 3-—*The Building (Safety Health and 
Welfare) Regulations, 1948,’ by R. S. Moffett. Technical 
Institute, Walton-road, Aylesbury. 7.15 p.m. 

February 3.—‘* Dampness in Buildings,’ by A. G. Day. 
Technical College, Queen-street South, Huddersfield. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 3.—** The Use and Maintenance of Builders* 
Plant,’’ by J. A. Truman. Municipal College, Burnley. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 4.—*“* Hardwoods for Building,’ by B. J. 
Rendle, B.Sc. Technical College, Bradford-place, Walsall. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 4.—‘ Good Practice in Domestic Drainage,’’ 
by F. J. Crabb, B.Eng., M.I.C.E. Polytechnic, High-road, 
Tottenham. 7.30 p.m. 

February 4.‘ The Building (Safety Health and Wel- 
fare) Regulations, 1948,’ by W. G. Symons. Technical 
College, Cathedral-street, Lincoln. 7.15 p.m. 

February 5.—‘* Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’ by 
G. Lloyd Ackers, M.LC.E., M.LStruct.E. Technical 
College (Room 198), Hempstead-road, Watford. 7 p.m. 

February 5.—‘* Seasoning and Preservation of Timber,”’ 
by H. Richardson. Technical College, Sandwich-road, 
Canterbury. 7 p.m. 

February 5.—* Prestressed Concrete,” by E. H. 
Macmillen, B.Sc.(Eng.), M.I.C.E. Municipal College, 
Burnley. 7.15 p.m. 

February 9. — “ Structural Uses of Timber,” by 
B. V. S. M. Iyengar. Technical College, School of 
Building, Palmerston-road, S.W.19. 7.30 p.m. 

February 10.—** Heating and Heat Insulation,’ by 
G. D. Nash, A.R.LB.A. Technical College (Building 
Department), Albert-road, Southampton. 7.15 p.m. 

February 11.—‘* Care and Maintenance of Builders’ 
Mechanical Plant,’ by H. E. Hodgson. Town Hall, 
Luton. 7.30 p.m. 

February 11.—‘“ Building on Shrinkable Clay,” by 
A. D. M. Penman, B.Sc., A.M.LC.E. Carnegie Hall, 
Abington-street, Northampton. 7.15 p.m. 

February 11.—‘ Structural Use of Steel in Building,’’ 
by G. A. Gardner, O.B.E., M.1.Struct.E. College of 
Technology, Byrom-street, Liverpool. 7.15 p.m. 

February 11.—‘ Concrete Placing and Formwork,” 
by L. J. Murdock. Gas Show Rooms, Sandégate-road, 
Folkestone. 7 p.m. 

February 11.—* Bricks and Brickwork,’ by T. G. W. 
Boxall. Technical College, Wulfruna-street, Wolver- 
hampton. 7.15 p.m. 

February 12.—* Essentials of Good Concreting,”’ by 
E. E. H. Bate, M.B.E. Technical College, Denzil-road, 
N.W.10. 7.30 p.m. 

February 12.—“ Formwork and Concreting,’’ by S. 
White, B.Sc., A.M.IL.C.E. Technical College, Lancaster. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 16.—“‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’’ by 
G. Lloyd Ackers, M.LC.E., M.LStruct.E. Technical 
College, Lewisham Way, Lewisham, S.E.4. 7.30 p.m. 

February 16.—** The Thermal Insulation of Buildings,” 
by R. R. Houston, B.Sc. Crown and Anchor Hotel. 
Ipswich. 8 p.m. 

February 17.—“The Importance of Timber in 
Building,” by J. Jowett. Y.M.C.A., Connaught Hall, 
Blackett-street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 7 p.m. 

February 17.— Dry Rot,” by W. P. K. Findlay. 
College of Further Education, William-street, Slough. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 18.—*“ Production Layout for Housing,’’ by 
J. A. Kenyon, M.LC.E. Kirby Girls’ Secondary 
Grammar School, Roman-road, Middlesbrough. 7 p.m. 

February 18.—‘ Floor Finishes,” by W. J. Warlow. 
Ly ~yspng College, Wandsworth High-street, S.W.18. 

30 p.m. 
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February 18.—“ The Thermal Insulation of Buildings,” 
by J. M. Boardman. College of Further Education, 
Newtown-road, Hereford. 7.15 p.m. 

February 18.—‘* Sewerage Schemes for Small Groups of 
Houses,’ by John Dossor, M.I.C.E. Technical College, 
Bell-street, Wakefield. 7.15 p.m. 

February 18.—“ Introduction to Site Costing for 
Builders,” by A. E. Chittenden. Technical College, 
High-street, Chatham. 7.15 p.m. 

February 19.—* Foundation Problems,” by L. R. 
Creasy, B.Sc., A.M.LC.E. Municipal College, Anglesea- 
road, Portsmouth. 7.15 p.m. 

February 19.—*‘ Good Practice in Plumbing,” by F. N. 
Shimmin. Technical College, Chesterfield-road South, 
Mansfield. 7.15 p.m. 

February 19.—** Principles of Sound Plumbing,” by 

R. V. Lindsley, A.R.LC.S. Whitwood Mining and 
Technical College, Castleford. 7.15 p.m. 

February 19.—“*R.LB.A. Form of Contract,” by 
R. W. Porter. Technical College (Room 198), Hempstead- 
road, Watford. 7 p.m. 


February 24.—* Production Layout for Housing,”’ by 


J. A. Kenyon, M.I.C.E. Technical College, Northgate, 
Darlington. 7 p.m. 

February 24.—‘* New Timbers in Building,’ by J. 
Jowett. Technical College, Great Horton-road, Bradford. 
7.15 p.m. 


February 24.—‘ British Standards and Codes of 
Practice for Building,’ by C. Roland Woods, M.B.E. 
North Herts. Technical College, Letchworth. 7.30 p.m. 

February 24.—* Problems of Plastering and Render- 
ing,”’ by E. L. E. Westbrook. Technical College, The 
Butts, Coventry. 7.15 p.m. 

February 24.—‘* Formwork and Concreting,’’ by S- 
White, B.Sc., A.M.LC.E. Municipal College, Burniey. 
7.15 p.m. 


February 25.—‘‘ Dry Rot,” by J. G. Savory, B.Sc. 
Gas Showrooms, Osborne-street, Grimsby. 7.15 p.m. 

February 25.—‘ Settlement in Buildings,” by S. 
Mackey. Young People’s Institute, George-street, 
Kingston-upon-Hull. 7.15 p.m. 

February 26.—‘‘ Surface Finishes of Concrete,” by 
J. G. Wilson, A.R.I.B.A. M.O.W. Building, Ashiey- 
street, Birmingham. 7.15 p.m. 

February 26.—“ Local Authority Planning,” by D. M. 
O’Herlihy, B.Sc., M.1L.C.E. Technical College. Work- 
ington. 7 p.m. 

February 26.—“* New Timbers and Their Uses,” by 
R. P. Woods. Technical College (Room 198), Hemp- 
stead-road, Watford. 7 p.m. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 
Structural Use of Timber 


THe Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form Code 
112, “The Structural Use of Timber in 
Buildings,” with which is incorporated Sub- 
Code 112,100, “ Preservative Treatments for 
Timber Used in Buildings.” 

The Code deals with the design, fabrication 
and erection of structural timber work. It 
is based on the principles of engineering 
design and on data established by research. 
It gives recommendations for the quality of 
materials, the moisture content of timber fo! 
various purposes and fhe permissible stresses 
appropriate to particular conditions of 
loading and service, applicable to timber 
when used either in simple solid members 
or as parts of built-up structures incor- 
porating other materials. Design data for 
the use of nails, screws, bolts, connectors 
and adhesives are also included. 

Sub-Code 112,100, deals with the preser- 
vation of timber by means of wood 
preservatives against fungal and insect attack. 
but not with protection against fire or 
mechanical damage, nor with the methods 
of minimising the decay hazard of untreated 
timber by means of seasoning, ventilation 
and painting. It gives recommendations for 
the structural use of preserved timber in 
buildings and the circumstances in which 
the use of preservative treatments is desir- 
able. Guidance is given in the choice of 
preservative, the preparation of timber for 
treatment, the methods of treatment and the 
conditioning of timber after treatment. 

Copies of the Code, price 10s. 6d., may 
be obtained from the British Standards In- 
stitution, 24/28, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 
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LAW REPORTS 
Appeal Against Payment to Decorators 
Fails 


CouRT OF APPEAL. 
BerorRE Lorps JUSTICES SINGLETON, BIRKETT 
AND ROMER. 


Gaul v. James Walker (Architectural 
Decorations), Ltd. 


JUDGMENT was given by the Court of 
Appeal on January 15 im an appeal trom 
the decision of his Honour Brett Cloutman, 
Official Referee, arising over building repairs 
and renovations to the “Coronet” Restau- 
rant in Soho, W. 

Mr. John Gaul, of Upper Brook-street. 
W., challenged the judgment of the Official 
Referee, awarding £673 18s. 1d. to James 
Walker (Architectural Decorations), Ltd., of 
Prunel-road, Old Oak Common-lane, East 
Acton, W., for work done and materials 
supplied. 


It was contended on behalf of Mr. Gaul ~ 


that the building licence limited the expendi- 
ture to £250, and any sum over and above 
that figure was irrecoverable. 

The Official Referee held that there was 
a valid building licence authorising spending 
up to £900 on decorative work at the 
restaurant. 

Lord Justice Singleton, giving judgment, 
said Mr. Gaul had-now sold the restaurant, 
but Walker’s had not been paid for the 
work they had executed. Mr. Gaul main- 
tained that the sum of £673 18s. 1d. should 
be reduced by £365 3s. Id., as part of the 
work, represented by the latter figure, 
required a building licence which had not 
been obtained. Consequently Walker's 
could not recover. 

It was not disputed that the work was 
done and material supplied and Mr. Gaul 
had had the benefit of this. He now said: 
“TI contest my liability to pay. That which 
the decorators did was illegal, as the licence 
was limited to £250.” The Official Referee, 
however, who had all the documents and 
licences before him, found there was a valid 
licence authorising £900 to be spent on 
decorative work and the amount of work car- 
ried out by Walker’s was within that figure. 

“In my view,” said his lordship, “ Mr. 
Gaul fails to show any irregularity in regard 
to the work and the building licence. I 
agree with the findings of the Official Referee 
and the appeal therefore fails.” 

Lords Justices Birkctt and Romer agreed 
and the appeal was accordingly dismissed, 
with costs. 


Builders Awarded 100 gns. Damages 
For Libel by Foreman 
QUFEN’S BENCH DrvisIONn. 
BreoreE Mr. Justice DEVLIN. 
South London Decorators v. F. J. Somerville 


A FOREMAN PAINTER who sent a letter to 
‘nc Town Clerk of Kensington alleging 
’ hare-faced frauds, bribery and corruption ” 
ov his employers, was ordered to pay £105 
d-mages for libel. in the Queen’s Bench 
Division to-day. 

The employers, South London Decorators, 
L\d., builders and decorators, of High-street, 
Dortford, Kent, were awarded this sum 
‘.d costs against Mr. Frederick John Somer- 
vile. of Warple-road, Wandsworth, who did 
‘ot attend the court. 

Mr. Ian Percival, for. plaintiffs, said they 
\.re working on a large housing contract 
'. Kensington and employed Mr. Somerville 
as a foreman painter. He left in June, 1951, 
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and soon afterwards issued a writ and claim 
with the grossest libels against the plaintiffs. 
He sent a copy to the Town Clerk of 
Kensington, with a covering letter containing 
defamatory statements. 

Mr. Percival said the libels were that 
plaintiffs carried out bare-faced frauds on 
persons for whom they were working by 
skimping work and were in the habit of 


bribing. or corrupting clerks of works or - 


agents. 

Mr. Justice Devlin said they were plainly 
gross libels and no one had appeared in 
court to justify them. Awarding the 
damages, his lordship said: “1 don’t sup- 
pose you will recover it, but it will mark 
the gravity of the matter.” 

He also granted an injunction restraining 
Mr. Somerville from publishing further libels. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Flag Poles for Coronation 


ENOUGH home grown timber should be 
available to meet the demand for flag poles 
for Coronation decorations, and it should not 
be necessary to import poles for this pur- 
pose, states the Ministry of Materials. Users 
of poles are reminded that consumption 
licences are required before any home grown 
softwood poles of a butt diameter of more 
than three ins. are used. Applications for 
consumption licences for these poles should 
be made, on form T.C.3/8/CPL, not later 
than February 21. Local authorities in 
England and Wales should apply to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
(Priority Branch), Whitehall, S.W.1; and 
local authorities in Scotland to the Scottish 
Home Department (Room 519), St. Andrew’s 
House, Edinburgh, 1. 


CLINKER BLOCKS 
Manofacturers’ Annual Meeting 


SPEAKING at the annual luncheon of the 
Federation of Clinker Block Manufac- 
turers in London an January 19, Mr. HuGH 
Motson, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 
of Works; said that in the average house 
the inner leaves accounted for approxi- 
mately 98 sq. yds. of brickwork and the 
partitions about 72 sq. yds., and if clinker 
blocks were used for only the inner leaves 
of 70,000 houses, enough bricks would be 
saved to build a further 20,000. This was 
very significant, he said, and showed what 
a large and vital part the clinker block 


SAFETY IN INDUSTRY 


The Need for Education 
PEAKING on “Safety in the Building 


or struc- 
tures. Someone, of course, had to work 
from almost no platform at all to erect the 
scaffolds. As a consequence, the incidence 
of falling persons was proportionately high. 
Another contributory cause was that a great 
proportion of the workmen were unskilled. 
Men seemed to drift into the industry and 
out again quite freely. 

“The employment within the industry is 
still of a casual nature,” Mr. Hayward con- 
tinued. “It is still the accepted thing for 
men to work for employers for the dura- 
tion of a given contract or less. The 


the job is completed. 

“Coupled with this is the question of 
mobility. There is no factory in which 
lasting organisation can be set up. The con- 
tractor comes on to a site which is usually 
an open plot of land, recruits his labour as 
far as possible from local sources. He com- 
pletes the job and has to move on to another 
site which is probably not even in the same 
district.” 

These problems, he said, were probably 
not present to the same degree in any other 
industry, and made safety work especially 
difficult, for it seemed almost as soon as a 
site was becoming well organised in regard 
to safety work, the contract was completed 
and the problems were transferred to a4 new 
site in another district and with a fresh team. 

“Is it to be wondered,” he asked, “ that 
builders, whether employers or employed, 
are conservative in their outlook and have 
been somewhat slower to accept new ideas 
than others? ” 

Mr. Hayward thought that the industry 
would only achieve a reduction in accidents 
by a realisation of the responsibilities placed 
on it by the Building Regulations and Fac- 


industry could play in ensuring that the joint 


target of 260,000 houses, which had been 
envisaged by the Government for 1953, was 
fulfilled. 

He had been informed that the Federa- 
tion’s members considered their maximum 
productive capacity to be seven million 
square yards a year and that they were 
at the moment producing some five-and-a- 
quarter million square yards. He was very 
gratified, he said, to know that there was still 
room for expansion in the industry. 

The Government, he assured them, would 
continue to urge local authorities and other 
people to make the fullest possible use of 
clinker blocks not only because of the resul- 
tant saving in bricks but because of the other 
qualities that the clinker block possessed in 
the way of greater heat and sound insulation. 

In proposing the toast of H.M. Govern- 
ment, to which Mr. Molson was replying, 
Mr. L. HeErrinc, the president of the 
Federation, said that if they could feel that 
the demand for their products would 
increase or at least keep steady, they could 
increase their production by 334 per cent. 


to recognise that in law he was invariably 
going to be held responsible for the safe 
working of his men; at the same time the 
worker had to understand that he could not 
break the regulations and then expect to 
make a claim against his employer if he met 


lower levels, the men on the job. 
charge hands, particularly, can play 
important . They are on the spot 


said. 
“The need now is for education at the 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
EMPLOYERS 


Seventy-fifth Annual Report 


rPuE seventy-fifth annual report of the 

National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers was presented at the federation’s 
annual general meeting in London on 
January 28. The following is a summary 
of the main points in the report: — 


The General Review 


Many years have passed since the building 
industry could look to its future with any 
degree of confidence. The necessarily slow 
process of reorganisation and rehabilitation 
after the war, the sharp and frequent changes 
in both the volume and the nature of the 
building programme and the recurring 
threats of a renewed outbreak of hostilities 
all delayed the re-establishment of the indus- 
try on a sound and efficient footing. What- 
ever progress has been made to that end 
has becn largely due to the refusal of the 
industry to accept the argument that con- 
tinuance of the complicated and time-wasting 
system of controls and restrictions was 
essential to the country’s economic structure 
in times of comparative peace. For many 
years it was believed, even by people basic- 
ally liberal in outlook, that any reductions 
of controls would create even more serious 
difficulties. Fortunately this atmosphere of 
over-caution has been much altered by the 
more progressive policies developed by the 
present Government since it took office a 
little more than a year ago. 

The Government fully appreciated, how- 
ever, that . restrictive measures, neces- 
sary though they were, could not be pressed 
to the point at which serious unemployment 
would be caused by shortages of the raw 
materials necessary for industry, and that 
in any case they could have only a temporary 
effect. They sought next, therefore, to 
develop and expand the national economy. 
Such expansion, the size of the labour 
force being fixed, can be achieved only by 
higher productivity and by improving the 
competitive power of British products in 
foreign markets through a reduction in 
manufacturing costs. Incentive to higher 
productivity and reduced costs is seriously 
hampered by the heavy taxation required to 
meet the continuing increase in national 
expenditure, which, in view of the needs 
of the defence programme, it is difficult to 
check. This part of the Government's policy 
will therefore be more difficult to carry out. 
A determined start has nevertheless been 
made by the return to private hands of 
the right to trade in many commodities, by 
reductions in food subsidies—though the 
savings thereby secured have unfortunately 
been partly nullified by increases in the 
housing subsidies—and by the removal or 
mitigation of many controls, including par- 
ticularly those regulating building activity. 

The Federation has always maintained 
that maximum efficiency and lower building 
costs cannot be achieved so long as private 
enterprise house-building is prevented from 
developing on an economic and competitive 
basis by any artificial, centrally imposed 
ratio or by being subjected to the vetoes 
of individual local authorities, applied some- 
times, it appeared, because of political 
prejudice. The recent decision of the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government to 
permit licences to be freely issued for houses 
of up to 1,000 sq. ft. and to allow builders 


to obtain licences for blocks of 12 houses 
or more at a time has therefore been warmly 
welcomed by the Federation, and by the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders, as 
materially improving the possibility of reduc- 
ing the present cost of house-building and 
at the same time encouraging a modest start 
on gearing this section of the industry to 
something a little nearer its pre-war rate of 
output. The substantial increases in the 
licence-free limits for industrial building and 
for repairs and maintenance authorised by 
the Minister of Works in both July and 
December are further indications of the 
trend towards replacing physical controls by 
economic controls. The prospective build- 
ing owner’s ability to pay for the work he 
wants done will always be a more satisfac- 
tory test of the industry’s efficiency than 
any planner’s conception of the amount of 
work that can be or should be permitted. 


Efficiency of the Industry 


The necessity for better organisation within 
the industry itself to keep building costs from 
soaring as a result of the continuing increases 
in labour and material costs has been em- 
phasised in successive annual reports of the 
Federation as well as in the Working Party 
and American Team reports. The following 
were among the factors indicated in these 
reports as being responsible for delays and 
wasted effort :— 


(1) The failure of many architects, in spite 
of the lead given by the R.I.B.A., in con- 
junction with the Federation, to ensure that 
their jobs are fully planned in detail before 
work is commenced. 


(2) The inordinate length of time which 
often elapses between the completion of 
building jobs and the final settlement of 
accounts by building owners. 


(3) The interruption in the rhythm of 
work which has been caused so frequently 
in recent years by the failure of materials 
supplies to match the demand. 


(4) The maintenance of building controls, 
which, at any rate until recently, have 
necessitated the uneconomic employment of 
laree staffs on paper work. 


(5) The increasing tendency of architects 
to nominate specialist sub-contractors, which 
removes such a large proportion of the actual 
building work from the field of competition. 


(6) The employment, by local authorities 
and some Government departments, of 
architects and other officials who are not 
always cost-minded. 


The cumulative effect on building costs 
of all these factors is generally admitted to 
be considerable and it should be emphasised 
that for none of them has the building 
trades employer any direct responsibility. 

The experience of many firms during the 
last five years has shown that the operation 
of a genuine incentives scheme, under which 
the bonus payable to an individual or to 
a gang is related directly to output, is the 
most effective remedy. This has confirmed 
the view of the Federation that, under con- 
ditions of full employment, the initiation of 
incentives schemes by a greater number of 
firms must be regarded as the best and 
quickest way of increasing productivity in 
the industry. 
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Despite a definite and welcome increase 
in the production of most of the main 
building materials during 1952, difficulties in 
obtaining supplies of certain materials have 
continued throughout most of the year in 
various parts of the country. Even where a 
particular shortage is only temporary or local, 
each such delay means an addition to the 
cost of building and, as the president pointed 
out in his Christmas message to the Feder- 
ation, “ the fact still remains that the country 
cannot count on the highest efficiency from 
our industry unless ample supplies of 
materials are readily available on the sites.” 
Building Materials 

Bricks.—The success of the Government's 
policy for the expansion of the housing pro- 
gramme depends largely on an adequate 
supply of bricks. In, an effort to increase 
production more brickworks are to be 
opened up, with the assistance of the Minister 
of Works in regard to supplies of machinery, 
equipment and labour. More immediate 
benefit, however, may follow the Minister 
of Housing’s recommendation to local 
authority architects, that, in view of the 
shortage of fiettons, local bricks should be 
specified as far as possible. 


Cement.—Cement production in 1952 out- 
stripped all previous records. Demands 
were also heavy, however. Local shortages 
have occurred, particularly in the North-East, 
Wales and Merseyside, which rely mainly 
on coast-wise shipping for their supplies and 
where only a limited amount of wharfage 
space is available to the cement industry. 


Steel—Supplies of steel for building 
became a little more plentiful in the later 
months of the year. Earlier shortages, par- 
ticularly of reinforcing rod, had held up 
work seriously. The Steel Allocation Scheme 
was re-introduced in February but, even 
when an Iron and Steel Authorisation had 
been obtained, it was not always possible 
to place an order with a supplier. Future 
prospects are more promising than they have 
been for some time. 


Timber.—Although at the beginning of 
1952 softwood stocks were as high as 
729,000 standards, of which some 500,000 
standards were in the hands of the trade, 
the Government has made it clear that it 
will maintain licensing of the consumption 
of imported softwood so long as the balance 
of payments difficulty remains acute. The 
Federation has consistently urged that, while 
the problem of paying for imported materials 
must be taken into account, it is also essen- 
tial to recognise that greater economy and 
efficiency in building can be secured if 
adequate supplies of timber at a reasonable 
price can be made availabie. 


_ Building Material Prices.—The steep rise 
in the prices of building materials, which was 
such a marked feature of 1951, continued up 
to the end of the first quarter of 1952, by 
which time the building materials price index 
published by the Board of Trade showed that, 
altogether, they were some 37 per cent. 
higher than in June, 1949. Since that date 
there has been a welcome reduction and 
between April and November the official 
price index fell by about five per cent. 


Housing 

The expected further expansion in 1953 
of private housebuilding will require all 
house-builder members to give attention to 
two directly related questions: the cost and 
the standards of house-building. Cost control 
will be increasingly developed in a freer 
market by the natural law of supply and 
demand and by the need to bring out the 


the 3 
Mor 


com| 
qual 
also. 
thro 
be ¢ 
part 
spec 
Reg 
Fed 
How 
be | 
hou: 
of | 
sph¢ 
hou 
acct 
acct 
upo 
be 

hou 
star 








953 


rease 
main 
es in 
have 
r in 
Tea 
Ocal, 

the 
nted 
der- 
ntry 
rom 

of 


nt’s 
To- 
late 


ster 
Ty, 
late 
ster 
cal 
the 


ut- 
ids 
ges 
ist, 
nly 
nd 
ize 


ng 
ler 
ar- 
up 
ne 
en 
ad 
le 
re 
ve 





January 30 1953 


price of a house at a figure which is within 
the reach of the greatest number of people. 
Moreover, as the number of houses increases, 
competition in standards of construction and 


also. Good en : i 
throughout the housebuilding industry can 
be casured only by general adherence on the 
part of all housebuilders to the standard 
specification of the National House-Builders 
Registration Council. It is the view of the 
Federation that the work of the National 
House-Builders Registration Council should 
be supported in the interests both of the 
house-purchasing public and of the survival 
of private enterprise in the housebuilding 
sphere. Rightly or wrongly, the private 
housebuilder has frequently in the past been 
accused of sub-standard building. Such an 
accusation, whether justified or not, reflects 
upon all branches of the industry and can 
be refuted only by building up a body of 
housebuilders pledged to maintain proper 
standards of construction. 


Labour Relations 

The general trends of labour relations 
during 1952 have been unusual and, to a large 
extent, unpredictable. Early in the year the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer made a serious 
statement to both sides of industry (i.c., the 
British Employers’ Confederation and the 
T.U.C.) calling attention to the dangers in- 
volved in the inflation of costs at a time 
when there is no longer a sellers’ market for 
many British products, He referred to the 
possibility of mass-unemployment and lower 
standards of living. The Chancellor’s warn- 
ings did not prevent the annual conferences 
of some trades unions deciding to submit 
large wage-claims, although in some cases 
these decisions were taken in opposition to 
the advice tendered by responsible union 
leaders. Most of those claims were at first 
flatly rejected by the employers. Following 
various forms of pressure, wage rates in the 
chief industries have been settled, towards 
the end of 1952, at a general level about 
7s. to 7s. 6d. per week higher. A sliding- 
scale increase of 2d. per hour will be due 
in the building industry in February, 1953, 
and this will restore the relative position in 
comparison with other major industries. 


Discussions with the Operatives 

Early in the year the executive committee 
sought clarification of the general attitude 
of the executive of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives on various 
maticrs raised at the last annual general 
meeting. There was a joint meeting at which 
the two committees exchanged views, without 
commitments, on most of the main questions 
which had been raised. 

On the subject of summer working hours 
the operatives expressed strong opposition 
to any lengthening of the working week. 
On the relationship between the wages of 
craftsmen and labourers they showed little 
disposition to depart from their policy of 
Mainiaining the definite differential of 54d. 
Per hour between the two categories. 

The operatives’ attitude towards bonusing 
(to which they are committed by agree- 
men's) has become rather more cautious, 
chie!ly because of their experiences of sub- 
cont: icting for labour only. 

O.: matter upon which the operatives’ 
eXecuiive did report some progress was the 
incer’ion of new measures, under the xgis 
of thir Federation, for avoiding, or minimis- 
ing, ‘he type of demarcation dispute which 
had. since 1950, caused the holding up of 
Seve.) large contracts because two or more 
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Registration of Apprentices—During the 

year the Federation has made the necessary 
preparations, in conjunction with the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, for the transfer from the Build- 
ing Apprenticeship and Training Council to 
the National Joint Apprenticeship Board of 
the registration of apprentices. As from 
January 1, 1953, the registration of appren- 
tices is the responsibility of the organisations 
of employers and operatives in the industry, 
which will also issue completion certificates 
to apprentices, registered by the N.J.A.B. 
after that date, who have satisfactorily com- 
pleted their apprenticeships. 
_ With the transfer of registration to the 
industry, the income to the welfare fund 
of the B.A.T.C. from fees paid for comple- 
tion certificates will drop, and eventually 
cease. The size of the fund will allow the 
award of further scholarships in 1953, but 
it is not anticipated that the B.A.T.C. will 
have fundsg at its disposal for the award of 
prizes and scholarships in subsequent years. 
Under the new registration scheme a fee of 
ten shillings is payable by the apprentice at 
the time of registration. The income from 
these fees, after meeting extra costs caused 
by the scheme, will, it is contemplated, be 
used to build up a welfare fund out of 
which awards can be made to apprentices. 
The manner in which this will be done is 
one of the chief matters for attention by 
the N.J.A.B. in the New Year. 

The registration of apprentices has never 
been regarded by the industry as an end 
in itself. It is a corollary to the National 
Joint Apprenticeship Scheme and is of value 
in assessing the overall rate of recruitment 
to all the crafts and the balance between 
recruitment to the various trades. But regis- 
tration is of even greater value if it can 
be used to stimulate a keen interest, by cach 
locality, in measures to secure and maintain 
an adequate rate of recruitment. All regions 
will be required, under the new arrange- 
ments, to keep comprehensive apprentice- 
ship records. It is to be hoped that this 
will prove to be an important step forward 
in the improvement of the rate of recruit- 
ment of apprentices, particularly to those 
trades in which the shortage of skilled crafts- 


men has become acute. 
Administration and Supervision of 
Maintenance and Jobbing Work.—The 


education and training committee is of the 
opinion that, as distinct from training for 
general foremanship, there is a need to 
organise training in the administration and 
supervision of maintenance and jobbing work. 
Such training would be designed for those 
engaged in the management of maintenance 
and jobbing departments and for the princi- 
pals of businesses engaged mainly in that 
kind of work. A suggested syllabus for 
appropriate training courses was circulated 
last year for regional comment. This 
syllabus has been revised and circulated 
again to the Regions and also to the Regional 
Advisory Councils for Further Education. 
Successful courses have already been run 
on the lines suggested in the syllabus in 
London and Nottingham, and the committee 
feels sure that, if sufficient enthusiasm can be 
aroused to enable courses to be started, 


Valedictory Address 


extra holidays had been awarded and when 
the prices of materials remained high, 
would be no easy matter, but he knew that 
the National Federation could assure the 
general public that the main object of all 
its members in 1953 would be to prevent 
a rise and if possible to secure a reduction 
in costs. 

“It must be remembered, however,” he 
continued, “that the building contractor 
controls a relatively small proportion of the 
expenditure on many building jobs, and if 
prices are to be pegged, let alone reduced, 
all concerned—the professions, the manu- 
facturers, the distributors and the operatives 
—must make their contribution. However 
good our organisation we cannot reduce the 
fees of the professions or the prices charged 
for the manufacture and distribution of 
materials, and in dealing with wage claims 
we are bound to have regard to the wages 
paid in other industries.” 

The New President 


Tuts YEAR'S president of the National Fed- 
eration, Mr. WiLFRED HorsFALL (whose por- 
trait appeared in our issue of December 5 
last), is a partner in the firm of Messrs. Geo. 
Horsfall and Son, public works and general 
contractors, of Liversedge, Yorkshire. Mr. 
Horsfall, whose partner is his brother, Mr. 


ivity Building Team 
which went to the U.S.A. in 1949, was 
educated at the Batley Grammar School and 


Employers, one of the ten Regions affiliated 
to the National Federation. Mr. Horsfall, 
who was elected a junior vice-president of 











210 


Mr. Horsfali plays an active part in public 
life. He is a founder member of the Cleck- 
heaton Rotary Club, of which he was presi- 
dent in 1935, and since 1936 has served as 
hon. treasurer of the Dewsbury, Batley and 
District Institution for the Blind. For the 
past 16 years he has been chairman of the 
local Boy Scouts Association and has been 
awarded the Medal of Merit for his work. 

During the first world war Mr. Horsfall 
served in the ranks with the Royal Engineers 
and was later commissioned. 

The Senior Vice-President 

Mr. G. W. Grosvenor is one of the three 
directors of the firm of Messrs. J. Long and 
Sons (Bath), Ltd., which, since its establish- 
ment in 1864, has become one of the best- 
known building and contracting organisations 
in the West Country. Except for the period 
of the first world war, Mr. Grosvenor 
has spent the whole of his_ career 
in the industry, and for the past 20 
years has taken an active part in the affairs 
of the Bath Association of Building Trades 
Employers, of which he was the president in 
1942, 1943 and 1944. In 1947 he was elected 
president of the South-Western Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, and it was 
under his leadership that the administrative 
work of the region, covering the eight 
counties in the south-west, was reorganised. 


The Junior Vice-Presidents 


‘THE junior vice-presidents were elected as 
follows: Mr. H. G. Harvey Frost, O.B.E. 
(Bury St. Edmunds); Mr. Nigel Hannen 
(London); and Mr. L. A. Walden (Reading). 

Mr. G. W. Buchanan was re-elected Hon. 
Treasurer. 


THE EASTERN FEDERATION 
Election of Officers 


Orricers for 1953 elected at the 34th 
annual general meeting of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
held at the University Arms Hotel, Cam- 
bridge, on January 21, were: President, 
P. J. C. West (Ipswich); senior vice-president, 
A. E. Desborough, J.P. (Peterborough); 
junior vice-presidents, B. T. Henman, J.P., 
M.1.0.B. (Luton), R. E. Perrott, M.1.O.B. 
(Chelmsford), and R. G. Carter, J.P., 
M.LO.B. (Norwich); honorary treasurer, 


D. M. Chaston (Hoddesdon); and immediate 
past president, Harvey G. Frost, O.B.E., 
F.1.0.B. (Bury St. Edmunds). 





Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, chatting to Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish (outgoing president), 
at the L.M.B.A. luncheon last week. 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION 


Mr. Lan Robertson on the Need for 
Full Freedom for Builders 


PPHE need for builders to “ get away from 

the strings of local authorities” and 
have returned to them full freedom from 
building licensing was emphasised by Mr. 
J. IAN ROBERTSON, speaking in the capacity 
of National President (the office of which 
he relinquished at the annual meeting of the 
N.F.B.T.E. on Wednesday), at the annual 
luncheon of the Southern Counties Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, held in 
London last Friday. 

Mr. Robertson said that they could con- 
gratulate the Government on what had 
already been done in the relaxation of con- 
trols, and themselves, as builders, for having 
made the relaxations possible. These were 
all steps in the right direction. He thought, 
however, that with the present tightness of 
money it would be possible to abolish licens- 
ing altogether without any upset. It was 
clear, he said, that controls were on the way 
out. 

Mr. Robertson congratulated the Southern 
Counties Federation for their work in the 
field of education, training and research. 
Referring to their regional conference on 
research, he said that it might not be long 
before the National Federation followed their 
example and held a national conference on 
research. Builders, he believed, were far 
more research minded than was commonly 
appreciated. 

_ Mr. R. W. Wauirttincton, Southern Coun- 
ties president, who was in the chair, said 
that 1952 had been a very difficult year for 
them, and that the financial measures taken 
by the Government, though very necessary, 
had not been conducive to business. Of all 
the deterrents to building they had, how- 
ever, found high costs to be the most serious. 

In regard to the future, there was the 
need for higher productivity and making full 
use of modern machinery and equipment. 
There was also the need to make use of 
alternative materials that were not in short 
supply, a matter which must be considered at 
the planning stage. There was also the need 
for continuity of work, and here they had 
been very much cheered by the relaxations 
over the control of house-building. It was, 
nevertheless, very necessary for those respon- 
sible to see that through- 
out the country there was a 
balanced volume of build- 
ing in addition to housing. 


National Prizes Presented 


After the speeches, Mr. 
Ian Robertson presented 
the following prizes to ap- 
prentices and students 
under the National Prize 
Scheme:— 


Craft Apprentices: First 
prize, R. R. Bartlett (em- 
ployed by H. Stevens and 
Co., Lad, of Southamp- 
ton). Second prize, W. E. 
Ireland (A. E. Jukes and 
Son, Ltd., Southampton). 


Students: First prize, 
D. J. Ranger (Lloyd and 
Jenkins, Southampton). 


Second prize, L. W. Sulli- 
van (Pledge and Keen, 
Dorking). 
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LIVERPOOL FEDERATION 
“No Builders’ Rings on Merseyside” 
IN his presidential address at the annual 

general meeting of the Liverpool 
Regional Federation of Building Trades’ 
Employers on January 21, Mr. Josepy 
Durry said there had been quite a lot of 
irresponsible and ill-informed talk about 
builders’ “conferences” and “rings.” He 
declared categorically that there were no 
builders’ rings in the Liverpool Region. “On 
the contrary,” said Mr. Duffy, “ competition 
is very keen.” 

They had invited the Minister of Works 
to let his officials examine the tendering 
arrangements in Merseyside, on the spot, Mr. 
Duffy continued, instead of sending out 
“stupid” forms of declaration, which 
members had been recommended to refuse 
to sign because they impinged upon the 
freedom of association of individual mem- 
bers without having anything to do with the 
execution of a contract. Referring to the 
meetings taking place in London between 
architects, surveyors and builders to review 
conditions of tendering and to see how 
building costs could be reduced, Mr. Duffy 
said one of the most important factors to 
which they should direct their attention was 
the extent to which architects were 
nominating “ specialists” for as much as 
three-quarters of a contract, thus removing 
it from competitive tendering by contractors. 


Private Enterprise Housing 

Mr. Duffy congratulated the Minister of 
Housing on his decision to give private 
builders an opportunity to play a greater 
part in the housing programme but, as 
speculative building had been almost at a 
standstill for over a decade, it would be 
foolish to expect private house-builders to 
produce miracles at once; nevertheless, the 
cumulative results should fully vindicate 
the change in Government policy. The 
Federation had given a lot of consideration 
to the practicability of producing houses 
within the means of those most in need of 
them and drawings prepared by a well- 
known Liverpool architect had been made 
available to members. Mr. Duffy em- 
phasised the necessity for seeing that al! 
houses built for private sale conformed to 
the requirements of the National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council. 

On the question of materials, Mr. Duffy 
said: “ Apart from the ever-present shortages 
of timber and steel and the intermittent 
hold-ups through lack of cement, the big- 
gest problem -now seems to be an adequate 
supply of bricks.” 

The New President and Officers 

Mr. S. Harold Tyson, joint managing 
director of Messrs. Tysons (Contractors), 
Ltd., was installed as the new president. — 

Mr. J. S. Cothliff, managing director 0! 
Messrs. John Cothliff, Ltd., was elected 
senior vice-president and Mr. A. R. Green- 
halgh, of Messrs. Wm. Moss and Sons, Lt¢.. 
junior vice-president. Mr. T. W. Platt,. of 
Messrs. George Platt and Sons, Ltd., was 
re-elected honorary treasurer for his fifth 
year. 


Interior Decorating 

Specially designed to meet the needs 0: 
those with little or no experience of interior 
decorating is a leaflet issued by the Society 
of Housing Managers, 13, Suffolk-street, Pal! 
Mall East, §S.W.1. Entitled “Interior 
Decorating for Beginners,” it deais with all 
stages of this operation, and can be obtained 
from the Society, price 2d., upon application. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Builders’ Conferences 

oO” January 27, Dr. KinG asked the 

Minister of Works whether he would 
make a statement on his reply to the request 
of the County Councils’ Association for joint 
consu!tation with him on the question of the 
part played by Builders’ Conferences in con- 
nection with tendering and _ contracting 
procedure. 

Mr. Eccies said that bodies representa- 
tive of the building industry under the leader- 
ship of the R.LB.A. were about to embark 
upon a review of the tendering and contrac- 
ting procedure in the industry. This review 
was not intended to be an inquisition into 
the activities of the Builders’ Conferences 
but no doubt account would be taken of the 
measures which they adopted to meet a real 
problem. He understood that the R.I.B.A. 
had already been in contact with the County 
Councils’ Association in connection with the 
review. Replying to further questions, Mr. 
Eccles assured Mr. Percy Wells that he had 
not grown lukewarm in the matter since the 
debate which took place in the House last 
autumn. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked the Minister of 
Works why he did not refer the arrange- 
ments of the London Builders’ Conference 
to the Monopolies Commission or to an in- 
vestigation of a judicial or quasi judicial 
nature. 

Mr. Eccies said that the review to be 
undertaken by the industry itself would 
cover a wider field than the activities of the 
London Builders’ Conference, and he had 
hoped that a special investigation of the 
activities of the Conference would not be 
necessary. He was, however, prepared to 
recommend reference to the Monopolies 
Commission or some other appropriate body 
if that would assist the general review, and 
he was consulting the President of the 
Board of Trade on the suitability of a 
reference to the Commission. 


Housing Repairs 

On January 20, Mr. Eric FLetTcHER 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if he would introduce legisla- 
tion to deal with the growing number of 
houses in the London area and elsewhere 
that were falling into disrepair and 
becoming uninhabitable. > 

Mr. Marpies, who replied, said that 
this was one of the many housing problems 
that the Minister had under consideration. 

Mr. FLETCHER asked if the Minister would 
say whether it was recognised that this con- 
tinuous disrepair of houses was seriously 
aggravating the housing problem, Were 
they to understand that the Government 
had no plans to deal with it? 

Mr. MarpPLes said that the Minister 
recogaised that it was a serious problem. 
He could not add to the answer he had 
given. except to say that it was closely 
bound up with other problems which 
required much thought and consideration in 
order to find a solution. If Mr. Fletcher 
had ny constructive suggestion to offer, he 
was sure the Minister would consider it 
along with other suggestions. 

Mx. Bevan said that in 1948 they saw the 
largest number of houses built under a 
Labour Government. There was spent on 
new housing £554.9m., and on repairs to 
houses £636.4m.; and in 1952 there was spent 
on ncw houses £808m. and £663m. on 
repairs. Was it not a fact, therefore, that 
far more money wag being spent on repairs 
when the late Government were conducting 
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their housing programme, and that the 
present Government were building new 
houses at the expense of the dereliction of 
existing houses? 

Mr. Marptes said he would not accept 
that conclusion for a moment, because 
under the administration of Mr. Bevan there 
was really not good value for money. 

Mr. Wape asked if Mr. Marples would 
agree that it was not only in the London 
area that many houses were falling into 
disrepair and becoming uninhabited. Had 
he no precise proposals in mind? 

Mr. MaRPLes repeated that the Minister 
was considering the problem over the nation 
as a whole, and not merely in London. It 
was a national problem, and one which 
required serious consideration. 


Controlled Selling Prices 


On January 20, Mr. Perkins asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he could now state his intentions 
regarding the selling price of houses at 
present controlled by the Building Materials 
and Housing Act, 1945, and Section 43 of 
the Housing Act, 1949. 

Mr. Marpces, who replied, said he could 
not, but the Minister hoped to make an 
announcement later in the session. 


Payments to Builders 


On January 20, Mr. Grimonp asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would circularise the local authorities 
indicating the desirability of making prompt 
payments to builders engaged on public 
contracts. 

Mr. MarPLes, who replied, said he was 
sending the hon. member a copy of a circular 
issued to local authorities in April last. 

Mr. Grimonp asked if the Minister could 
not give some figures to show how far behind 
some of these authorities were. 

Mr. MarpPLes said he could not; there 
were no figures available, but there was no 
reason why any payments should be behind. 
He hoped that publicity could be given to 
this answer because the moneys due from 
time to time under the contract should be 
paid promptly and certainly within the 
period mentioned in the contract, Those 
were the instructions contained in the cir- 
cular, and Jocal authorities should obey 
them in the interests of efficiency. 


Detergents and Sanitary Fittings 
On January 20, Sm HersBert WILLIAMS 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 


noted that the proportion of cost 
attributable to wages had been falling since 
1947, but the cost attributable to materials 
had been increasing; whether he would state 
the cause of the rise in the cost of materials; 
and what plans he had for checking it. 

Mr. Eccres said that the percentage 
increase in the cost of building materials 
since 1947 was less than the corresponding 
increase in earnings of building workers. In 
the past year wages had risen, but the price 
index of building materials had declined 
from 135 to 130. Labour costs had, never- 
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theless, fallen in relation to material costs, 


Housing Act Assistance 


On January 22, Mr. Lest HALe asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he was aware that a number 
of bona fide applications for assistance under 
the provisions of the Housing Act, 1949, in 
respect of alterations and additions to houses 
had been refused on the ground that the 
application was made only after the work 
had been commenced; and whether he would 
take steps more fully to publicise the pro- 
es = _ on and :o abolish this tech- 
nical rule which was depriving many people 
of the benefit of the Act. a r 

Mr. Marptes, who replied, said that the 
Minister was aware of the difficulty referred 
to but he could not over-ride statutory con- 
ditions. The total number of applications 
received, however, was not as large as might 
have been expected and he was at present 
considering what steps might be taken to 
make these facilities more widely known and 


Government if he had any further state- used 


ment to make with regard to the effect of 
detergents producing foam corroding sani- 
tary fittings and causing dermatitis. 

Mr. Marptes, whe replied, said that 
investigations into these questions were 
continuing. 


Historic Houses 
On January 20, Mr. Corecate asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether he 
could now make a further statement with 
regard to the introduction of legislation 
about the preservation of historic houses. 
Mr. BuTLER said he could not do so yet, 
but he hoped to be able :o do so shortly. 
Mr. CoLecaTe asked the Chancellor what 
he estimated would be the annual loss of 
revenue if the recommendations of the 
Gowers Report on Historic Buildings were 
fully implemented. : 
Mr. BuTLerR said that on the assumption 


made in the report that about 2,000 proper- figur 


ties would be affected, the annual loss of 
revenue would be about £10m. 


On January 22, in reply to Mr. SwINGcLer, 
the Mémister of Education, Miss 


secondary 

England and Wales. When completed they 
would provide 213,315 primary and 147,630 
secondary places. 

Mr. SwWINGLeR asked the Minister to state 
the numbers of new schools on which build- 
ing work started, and the value of such 
building work, in the calendar years 1951 
and 1952, respectively; and her present 
estimates in these respects for 1953. 
Miss Horssrucn said that complete 
figures for 1952 were not yet available, but 
during the first 11 months of that year work 
estimated to cost £23.5m. was started on 325 
new primary and secondary schools. The 
es for the same period in 1951 are 
£36.5m. and 514 respectively. As the basis 
of the educational building programme was 
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the financial year, she could not give esti- 
mates for the calendar year 1953. The pro- 
gramme of work to be started in 1953-54 
included 409 new primary and secondary 
schools estimated to cost £37.4m. 


Housing in Wales 

On January 22, during a debate on Welsh 
affairs, Sm Davin Maxwe i Fyre, speaking 
for the Government, said that Wales had 
shown an improvement in her percentage 
of the increased number of houses in the 
past 12 months. If they compared houses 
completed in the first nine months of 1951, 
and 1952, the overall increase was over 
31,000, or 22 per cent., and the increase in 
houses completed in Wales was 1,950, or 
28 per cent. Of the houses built to let, the 
overall increase was 23,830, or 19 per cent., 
and in Wales 1,621, or 26 per cent. He 
was glad that there had been some righting 
of the proportion of houses built in Wales 
to houses built in Britain, which was on 
the small side. 


Steel for Shop Fittings 

On January 26, Mr. W. J Epwarps asked 
the Minister of Supply if he was aware that 
the applications made by the Banco Build- 
ing Co., Ltd., Stepney Green, London, E.1, 
for a licence to obtain stainless stee] was 
referred by his department to the National 
Association of Shop-fitters for them to make 
inquiries, in the course of which they 
forwarded an application form for member- 
ship of the association to the applicants for 
the licence; if this practice had his approval; 
if he was aware that the practice of referring 
applications for licences to obtain material 
to the National Association of Shop-fitters 
was unfair to those firms which were not 
members of the association; if he would give 
instructions that this practice was to cease; 
and when the Banco Building Co., Ltd., 
London, E.1, could expect a decision on the 
application made by them last February for 
a licence to obtain stainless steel. 

Mr. Sanpys said he assumed the hon. 
Member was referring to Barco (Shopfitters), 
Ltd. A licence was issued to the firm on 
December 5 to use stainless steel for shop 
fittings. From the time that the Nickel Pro- 
hibited Uses Order was made in June, 1951, 
it was the practice to consult the National 
Association of Shop-fitters about cases of this 
kind and he was satisfied that the advice 
given had always been completely impartial. 
He recognised, however, that this procedure 
was liable to cause apprehension on the part 
of firms who were not members of the Asso- 
ciation. He had, therefore, given instruc- 
tions that the procedure should cease. 


Underground Garages in London 

On January 26, Mr. Lennox-Boyp, 
Minister of Transport, said that the broad 
purpose of the report of a Working Party 
on London traffic was the building of under- 
ground garages in certain selected London 
squares, to be financed out of machines in 
near-by parking streets, on the American 
principle. 


Plumbing Employers Urged to Unite 


The need for a trade organisation to speak 
with a national voice was emphasised at a 
recent dinner of the Wolverhampton and 
District Association of Employer Plumbers, 
by Mr. E. M. Tatlow, senior vice-president 
of Building Industry Distributors. Mr. Tat- 
low said: “It is no use saying we can all 
work as individuals. The more co-opera- 
tion we can have, the better service we can 
give as a whole for the good of the trade.” 
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PROTECTION FOR STEEL 
“Lasting Qualities of Aluminium ” 


AN interesting example of prolonged 
protection afforded to a steel building 
in Sheffield bya sprayed aluminium coating 
was recently reported to the Protective Coat- 
ings (Corrosion) Sub<Committee of the 
British Iron and Steel Research Association. 
The building in question was a test house 
built in 1937, the walls of which are of 4 in. 
steel plate. The outer surfaces of the steel 
plates were grit blasted and sprayed with 
aluminium when the building was erected, 
after which a dado of about 3 ft. all round 
the building was overcoated with two coats 
of black bituminous paint and single coat of 
lacquer. The cost per square foot of the 
complete protective scheme was 3s. 3d. The 
work was completed in March 1938. 

During the war the test house was used as a 
strong point, for which purpose its walls 
were encased with a sand revetment to a 
height of about 10 ft. The sand may have 
damaged the aluminium coating slightly in 
places, but when the revetment was removed 
in 1946 the coating was virtually intact and 
it was considered sufficient to repaint the 
building. Two coats of bituminous paint 
were applied to the dado and above this two 
coats of an aluminium paint. 

In June, 1952, the Sub-Committee found 
that the sprayed aluminium coating was still] 
in very good condition. It will, however, be 
advisable to repaint it soon, for signs of 
pending breakdown were apparent and 15 
years is about the maximum life that can 
reasonably be expected from a sprayed 
aluminium coating in such a highly corro- 
sive works atmosphere. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT TIPTON 
Corporation Planning Expansion 

A FORTY-MAN house-building team formed 
by Tipton, Staffs, Corporation is reported 
to have proved so successful that the Town 
Council plans to expand it and take on 
large-scale contracts. The team are mem- 
bers of the Corporation’s direct labour 
department, which has successfully passed 
a six-years’ trial. 

Commenting on the results, the Mayor 
(Alderman A. E. Bolton) says: “I only wish 
we could build all our houses by direct 
labour. We could build more houses at 
less cost with better workmanship, and save 
money on maintenance.” 

Set up immediately after the war to deal 
with small “awkward” contracts of up to 
a score of houses, the department is now 
building 74 houses. Since the war it has 
completed 160. A spokesman of the 
department has stated: “ We have now been 
able to compare prices for the first time, and 
we have made a very substantial saving on 
our estimates. We have never had to ask 
the Ministry for more money than the 
original loan.” He added that present 
plans were to expand the force so that con- 
tracts of more than 100 houses could be 
undertaken. 





Zinc Literature 


Reviews of technical literature and 
material on the uses of zinc and its products 
are the contents of the Z.D.A. Abstracts 
published monthly by the Zinc Development 
Association, Oxford. Their subject and 
author index for Volume 9 (1951) has now 
been issued by the Association, who will 
arrange the binding of this volume at cost 
price upon receipt of the set of abstracts, 
together with the index and title page. 
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NEW COMPANIES 
THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents, 
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Regd. 1, or ge Seale, ar. Far 
tga” "babli works and civil . Pere. contractor, 

eich, Dirs Fad Patricig 
i. Wattridge, a ‘Corner Seale-la., Seale, Surrey. 
F. W. Bone Builders), Lid. 514764.) Regd. Jan 


1, Eg = poke £5,000. Cc. G. wanes and 

G. N. Bailey, 36 and 37 , King “at., Luto 

Geo, Parker Fe mealiy itd (sis76s.) "Regd. Jan. 

a High Holborn, W.C.1. Nom. cap.: £100. 
 & P. Parker, Henbury, Elham, Canterbury, 


ae. Plumbing, Ltd. (514770.) Regd. Jan. i, 
Dig NaF oa Rey J engr. Nom. cap.: £1,500. 
N. es, 35, fr > a Windsor. 

I Gonithctore). Lad .'(814773.) Regd, 
_ fs Yiland Bank-chbrs., Mostyn-st., Lian- 
dudno, bidrs. and age Nom. cap. : 


£2,000. _ Dirs.: H. P. and Violet E. Copple, Bryn 
Mair, Morfa-dir., Conway, N. Wales 

Parker and rtd. (514790.) = Cag meg =>. 
” contractors 


civil 
£800, Dir: : J. Parker, 1s, Con Solty rd., Brovk. 


ley ey 8.EA 
Pollard ‘and Son (Builders), Ltd. (514792.) Regd. 
Jan. 1, School-la., Buckingham. Nom. cap.: £8,000. 
Dir, : *, H. Pollard, Stow ved f, ‘Bucking hain, Bucks. 
Public Works Productio: (Coventry), Ltd. 
(514793.) Regd. Jan. 1, 16, Little Park-st., Covent. 
egg engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1, Dir 
H. H. Lindop, Carmenna, Waisall-rd., Little Aston, 
ee. 
Godden (Boxford), Ltd. (514805). Regd. 

Fa . White Hart--hse., Newbury, Berks, bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir:: I. R. Snook, "Knapps 
Farm, Boxford, ‘Berks. 
Brown and Ou Ltd. (514815.) Regd. Jan. 2, 


Wycombe-rd., Prestwood, Great Missenden, Bucks, 
bldrs. ~ decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
Dir.: R. W. Clark, Sixty Acres-rd., Prestwood, Gt. 
Missenden. 

Hill and Son gg ag a. (514821.) _ 
Jan. 2. g P cap.: £100. : H. and Mrs. D 


Hill, 114, Calton-rd., “yl. 

Chiorogas, Ltd. (514862.) Regd. Jan. 3, Purdon- 
chbrs., Jameson-st., Halt, cleaning and. ae, 
ing sanitary fittings, apparatus, eic. 
£500. Dir.: R. 8. Brown, Esmond, cuit, a. "ion. 
sea, E. Yorks. 

Miller Factory Equipment Co., Ltd. (514883. ) 
Regd. Jan. 3, mnfrs. and dirs. in iar hoists, 
cranes, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. om . A. Miker, 
16, Alderwick-dr., Hounslow, Midd ; 

Hesketh Brothers, Ltd. e105.) n. 5, 
17, Museum-st., — , decorators, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. : J. 7. * Hesketh, 23, Cross-la., 
Grappenhall. 

Liver Balidine Contractors, Ltd. (514925.) Regd. 
Jan. 5, 39, Kempton-rd., lave I, 15. Nom. cap 
£5,000, Dir.: J. Stewart, 60 ‘ourt Hey-ave., Liver 

4. 

R. W. Purdie and Co., Lid. (514913.) Regd 
Jan. 5, 63, Temple-row, Birmingham, flooring 
slating and is a onmeneens. etc. Nom. ae 
£5,000. Dir.: R. Purdie, 93, Elmdon-la., Mars 
“— Green, Warwick. 

(514916.) Regd. Jan. 5 


ng’ aughan and _—. Lid. 
Military-rd., Colchester, bidrs. and aontvectons 


a Nom. cap.: £4,000. ’ Dir.: M. BR. Vaughan, 
8, Whaley-rd. ichester. 
Frain Brothers (London), Ltd. (514937.) Regd 


Jan. 6, public works contractors. bldrs., decorators 


etc. Nom. c : £7,000. Dir.: M. Frain, 27, Green 
way-gdns., N. v.9. 

J.J. Jackson, Ad. (514939.) Regd. Jan. 6, bidrs 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir 

J. 5 Jack 21, Colchester-rd,, Leyton. 

‘Civendev, Ltd.’ (514958.) . 708. 7 , Man 
chester-sq., W.1, bldrs. and bo ae " Nom 
cap.: £100. Dir.: A. D. Walker, iistcecd-ec.. 
Glasgew. y 

Arathoon Sons (F.4242.)  Partics. filed Jan. @ 
Brit. add.: 14, Dale-st., Liverpool. Regd. in Malays 
on Apr. 15, 1941. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 0.00 
dollars. Person auth. to service: A. B 


Arathoon, 217, Firbank-rd.. Wythenshawe, ©20- 
eg : 
Church (Romford), I4d. (515002.) Regd 
Pe . bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap 
£1,000. Subs.: G. Church and Margaret “ 
Church, 287, Guishaibave: Barkingside, Iifoi 


Essex. 
Murdo Mackenzie, Ltd. (515010.) Revs. Jan. 
joiners, carpenters, etc. Nom. eo D 
M. Mackenzie, 48, Kilburn-gate, we 

Norvic Joinery Co., Ltd. (515011.) pant 3 
Napier Hse., 24-7, High rene W.C.. 
ry oe £100. Dir.: A. P. Pyne, 51 b cciaover: r 
Shaw and Weston, Ltd. (515013.) naet. Jan 
17, Brittany-rd. Worthing, Sussex, : 
tractors, ete. om. : £1,000. bes Sha 


Mrs. E. Shaw and P. A. Bali, 17, ier “ra 
Worthing. Sussex. 

Bengowans, Ltd. ne.) ry em dl 
and decorators, etc Nom. cap. 


oye, 3, + atte sll ave., Sheffield. 

and M. Construction, Ltd. {s1s067.) Ree? 
ten 10, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Sub.: 
McCormack, 38, Barmouth-ave., Perivale, Middz. 








Jat 








30 1983 


Purdon- 
isinfect- 
n. Cap.: 
, Horn- 


(514883.) 
hoists, 
. Miber, 


Jan. 5, 
Nom. 
TOSs-1A.., 


Regd 
n. cap 
, Liver 


Regd 
looring 
. cap 
. Mars 


Jan. 5 
ractors 
pughar 


Regd 
prators 
Gree! 
, bidrs 

Dir 
, Man 

Nom 
0-84... 


fan. 2 








January 30 1953 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Foremen’s Journal 


An interesting assortment of news items 
and reports on their recent activities has 
been compiled to form the second issue of 
“ Super-vision,” the journal of the Surrey 
Association of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks 
of Works. Although not an elaborate pub- 
lication, it’ nevertheless fulfils a useful 
purpose in keeping members well informed 
on the Association’s affairs. 


Structural Data 


The eighth edition of their pocket section 
book has been published by Fleming Bros. 
(Structural Engineers), Ltd., 49, Bath-street, 
Glasgow. All data have been revised, and 
the tables now conform to B.S.S. ‘ The weld- 
ing section has been enlarged to include 
coefficient tables for bending moments of 
double-span rigid frames. Copies are avail- 
able from the publishers at the above 
address. 


B.B.I. Annual Report 


The one hundred and fifth annual report 
of the Builders’ Benevolent Institution, just 
published, records that at the present time 
the Institution js providing assistance either 
in the form of pensions or residence in the 
Home to 29 women and six men. There are 
three women beneficiaries over 90 years of 
age, nine over 80, and three men over 80. 
The Institution’s president this year is Mr. 
Edwin McAlpine, a director of Sir Robert 
McAlpine and Sons, Ltd. 


A Criticism of Local Authorities 


Speaking at the silver jubilee dinner of his 
firm, Messrs. Lloyd and Cross, Ltd. of 
Birkenhead, which was held ‘recently, Mr. 
R. O. Lloyd, a past president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
criticised local authorities who limited the 
house-building programme by the issue of 
small contracts. If they let builders have 
contracts in fifties that was all they would 
get, he said. If they let them have contracts 
at the rate of thousands, they would be built 
at that rate. 


Sale of Council Houses 


_ Bebington (Wirrall) Housing Committee 
is proposing to offer for sale to sitting 
tenants or persons wanting a house for their 
exclusive use 1,800 of their houses which will 
be offered on 999 years” leases at prices 
ranging from £671 for a two-bedroomed 
house to £1,899 for a four-bedroomed house. 
Normally advances of 90 per cent. of the 
purchase price’ will be available, and there 
will be restrictive covenants prohibiting 
resale without Corporation consent to five 
years or any time after that at any premium 
Or rent which, in the opinion of the Council, 
IS €Xcessive, 


Croydon to Sell 923 Houses 

Croydon Town Council ‘has decided by 
34 votes to 26 to sell 923 pre-war council 
houses to the tenants ‘who are living in 
them. ft-was reported that the council had 
recently conducted an inquiry among 3,048 
o! ts tenants, asking if they wished to buy 
ther houses. A total of 923 answered 
“Yes.” 1,061 said “ No,” and 42 gave non- 
committal replies. 


W- odcutting Machinists Award 

Herbert Straw, of Rotherham, a student 
0! Sheffield College of Technology, 
wes passed jn the first class the Fina! 
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Examination in Woodcutting Machinists 
Work held by the City and Guilds of London 
Institute in 1952, has been awarded by the 
Worshipful Company of Turners their first 
prize, the Dugald Buckler Silver Medal, £10 
and a certificate. He is also awarded the 
Institute’s Silver Medal. At a meeting of 
the Company of Turners at Apothecaries’ 
Hall. London, on January 8, the Master of 
the Company presented to Mr. W. Alexander, 
A.R.I.B.A.. Head of the Department of 
Building of the College, the St. Catherine's 
Trophy, which is to be held by Sheffield 
College of Technology for one year. Mr. 
Straw was also present, and received his 
medal. certificate and prize. 


Building Safety Group 

The inaugural meeting of the Accident 
Prevention Group for Building and Engin- 
eering Contractors is to be held at the Safety, 
Health and Welfare Museum, Horseferry- 
road, S$.W.1, on February 18, when an 
address will be given by Sir George Barnett, 
H.M. Chief Inspector of Factories. 


Evening Classes 


Evening courses in spray painting for 
decorators are to be held from April 13 to 
July 14. by the L.C.C. Brixton School of 
Building, Ferndale-road, S.W.4. These 
courses will be in two grades; elementary 
and intermediate, each of 12 weeks’ dura- 
tion and requiring an attendance of two 
evenings each week. At the conclusion of 
each course, an examination will take place 
and a report issued on the work. Intending 
students should apply to the Secretary at 
the School for an enrolment card. 


Brick Makers’ Raw Materials 


Relaxation of Government control had 
been most encouraging, said the president of 
the Stock Brick Manufacturers’ Association, 
in his report for 1952. But he considered 
that more could be accomplished in the 
field of town and country planning, where 
the control of physical planning was still 
over-due for consideration. Negotiations in 
1952 in respect of town and country plan- 
ning had firmly established the inclusion of 
brick-earth in the category of scarce 
minerals. Efforts to secure future materials 
for the industry had again been opposed by 
agriculture, and an early settlement of the 
issue was necessary, for it was uncertainty 
that created a hesitancy to invest in plant 
and machinery. 
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The Late Mr. C. W. Moore 


The death of Mr. C. W. Moore, director 
of Galbraith Brothers, Ltd. 61, Bartholo- 
mew-close, E.C.1, took place on January 23. 


The Late Mr. J. E. Brittenden 


The death occurred on January 22 of Mr. 
J. E. Brittenden, managing director of 

aoe Floors, Ltd., 45, Bedford-row, 
3 


50th Anniversary 


The 200th issue of the quarterly journal 
of the London Association of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works marks its 50th 
anniversary. The contents include a message 
from the president, Mr. H. Carter, as well 
as reports on the functions and activities. 
The journal is edited by Mr. F. H. Gregory, 
vice-president of the Association. 


Industrial Welfare Courses 


The Industrial Welfare Society, of 48, 
Bryanston-square, W.1, have organised three 
courses which will be held during February. 
The first is a week-end course on “ Lifting 
and Handling,” which will take place at 
Lilleshall, near Newport; Shropshire, from 
February 6-9. The second, which will take 
place at the Society’s offices on February 19, 
is a one-day course on “ Manual Lifting and 
Handling,” and the third is a one-day course 
on “Preparing a Supervisor Training 
Scheme,” to be held on February 26 at the 
Society’s offices. Further particulars may be 
obtained from the Administrative Officer at 
the above address. 

7] 
Firm’s Centenary 

Celebrating its centenary on January 31 
is the firm of F. D. and H. Head, Ltd., 
168, Notting Hill-gate, W.11. This company 
was founded in 1853 by W. B. Head at 
Archer-street, now Westbourne-grove, before 
removing to its present premises. Between 
the two world wars its activities consisted 
mainly of converting and decorating houses 
in the Kensington area, such as the Kensing- 
ton Palace for H.R.H. the late Princess 
Louise, Duchess of Argyll and the Dowager 
Marchioness of Milford Haven. Other con- 
tracts included the conversion of a church 
school into the present Mercury Theatre, as 
well as sanitation and decorating work in 
mansions throughout the country, On the 
outbreak of the last war the company was 
engaged on building air-raid shelters, and 
after enemy action they carried out first-aid 
repairs in Kensington, Paddington, Hammer- 
smith and Ilford. Mr. C. E. B. Head, J.P., 
M.R.San.L, director of the company and 
grandson of the founder, was honorary sec- 
retary for central area No. 1 of the London 
Master Builders Association from 1942 to 
1944, and chairman for that area in 1946, 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The appointment has been announced by Glow-Worm 
Boilers, Ltd., Derwent Foundry, Milford, near Derby, 
of Mr. A. Moves, 24, Claremont-gardens, Milngavic, 
Glasgow, as their representative for the whole of Scotland. 

Sealocrete Products, Ltd., announce that Mx. R. B. C. 
Douoias, M.B.E., A-.R.LCS., M.Inst., R.A. of 13, 

rdens, 


Jno. Croad, Ltd., Portsmouth, a subsidiary company of 
Trollope and Collis, Ltd., building contractors and. civil 
engineers of London, have eppointed Mr. D. Waax, 
B.Sc., D.LC., A.M.LC.E., and Mr. 2. Wem, AM.LC.E., 
to the Board. 
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TRADE NEWS 


“ Marine Cement” 


R.LW. Protective Products, Ltd., 325, 
Whitchorse-road, Croydon, inform us that 
the “marine cement” referred to in Mr. R. F. 
Galbraith’s article on the Plashet County 
Secondary School (The Builder, January 
16) was their R.1.W. Marine Cement liquid 
asphaltic composition, used cold in a two- 
coat treatment to a uniform jet black finish. 


Glass Door Fittings 

A redesigned type of fitting for “ Armour- 
plate” glass doors has been produced by 
Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., St. Helens, Lancs, 
and will be supplied as standard against all 
future orders. The new shape, continuous 
throughout its length, is identical for both 
top and bottom rails. The bulge at the heel 
of the previous design is eliminated, and the 
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floor springs are interchangeable. The fit- 
tings embody a four-lever lock, and are 
available in the same variety of finishes. 
Fixing instructions have not been changed. 


Flooring Trowels 


Two new pattern lightweight flooring 
trowels have been introduced to their range 
of products by Joseph Tyzack and Son, Ltd., 
of Sheffield, who claim that special care 
has been taken by them when designing 
these two trowels to ensure perfect balance, 
minimum weight and long-wearing proper- 
ties. The blades are of treated 22-gauge 
steel, and the tangs of aluminium alloy. 
Both single-tang and double-tang patterns 
are available for immediate delivery in two 
sizes. 


Coloured Paint System 


A range of coloured paints offering 999 
pastel shades which will match up with 
almost all colours in wallpapers, fabrics, 
carpets and furniture, is to be made gener- 
ally available in March by Jenson and 
Nicholson, Ltd. To be known as the 
“ Robbialac Colorizer System,” it will pro- 
vide 528 tints based on white and 470 
shades based on grey, the grey itself com- 
pleting the 999 colours. A decorator or 
contractor orderiag a colour to a specifica- 
tion will receive the approfriate base paint 
in white or grey with tubes of colourants 
to mix with it. These tubes, the contents 
of which are precision-measured, come in 
16 colours and in eight sizes, the sizes vary- 
ing to serve from a gallon to a small tin 
of base paint. Each of the 999 colours 
can be struck with one or two tubes of 
colourant. No colour calls for more than 
two tubes. A specially designed colour 
album containing examples of the whole 
range of colours is also availatiie. 
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Permeability of Paints 

The winter issue of “ Building Topics,” 
the house organ of Tretol, Ltd. 12/14, 
North End-road, N.W.11, features an article 
on the permeability of paints in building 
construction, reviewing the effects of water 
on paint films and comparing the resistance 
of various types of paints to water penetra- 
tion. Other features include an article on 
the performance of chlorinated rubber 
corrosionresistant coatings. Copies of the 
publication can be obtained free from the 
manufacturers. 


Round-the-World Business Flight 


Mr. W. A. De Vigier, chairman and 
managing director of Acrow (Engineers), 
Ltd., recently left London for Karachi on 
the first stage of a round-the-world business 
tour by air which will last for three to four 
months. He is to visit Acrow’s associate 
companies overseas to consider means of 
extending export output and of increasing 
dollar earnings. His tour will include 
Pakistan, India, Singapore, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada and the U.S.A. 


Air-break Starter 

Claimed to be particularly suitable for use 
in food and textile factories or wherever 
plant is moved frequently, is the type B-15 
air-break starter produced by J. A. Crabtree 
and Co., Ltd., of Walsall. This requires no 
oil either for arc quenching or lubrication. 
and the trip mechanism allows for hand or 
automatic resetting on site without altera- 
tion or disturbance of the wiring. All ter- 
minals and components can be manipulated 
from the front of the unit, and a trip signal- 
ling mechanism circuit is incorporated as a 
standard feature. The starter is planned for 
easy inspection and maintenance, and is 
understood to be capable of controlling a 
wide variety of circuits. 


A Revised Handbook 


A revised edition has been printed of the 
* Sealocrete ” Handbook, incorporating “Seal- 
antone,” “ Sealantex ” and “ Bituseal.” This 
publication outlines the manufactures of 
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Sealocrete Products, Ltd., Atlantic Works, 
Hythe Road, London, N.W.10, which are 
used for the colouring of cement and its 
proofing against water, dust and oil. 


New Catalogue 

A catalogue has been recently published 
by the firm of Keith Blackman, Ltd. Mill 
Mead-road, Tottenham, N.17. It lists, illus- 
trates and describes in detail their “ Tor- 
nado” standard belt-driven paddle wheel 
type fans, ranging in size from number 8 
to 40. These are used in connection with 
dust removal, fume removal, pneumatic con- 
veying and other work. 


Pest Prevention 


A method designed to prevent starlings 
from settling on buildings has been marketed 
by De-Birding, Ltd., Edgbaston. It is an 
adaptation of the electric fence, and admini- 
sters a shock that is harmless but sufficiently 
powerful to discourage the birds. Two 
strands of wire are laid along each ledge 
and mounted on small insulators invisible 
from the ground. A unit working off the 
mains inside the building sends an electrical 
impulse with a current of less than one 
milliampere along the wires every second. 
This system has been used by several 
authorities and firms, among them the 
Surrey County Cricket Club at the Oval, 
Barclays Bank, Ltd., at Birmingham, the 
Alliance Insurance Co., Birmingham, and 
the Birmingham Post and Mail offices. 


Cement Delivery 


Various methods of transporting bulk 
cement from factory to construction site 
have for some time been investigated by 
Hall and Co., Ltd., building merchants, of 
Croydon. Owing to the fact that delivery 
of cement is often required at a point above 
ground level, the usual dust-tight tipping 
vehicles were found inadequate, and experi- 
ments were made with pressure deliveries 
by compressed air from a special container. 
The result is a bulk cement carrier, with a 
maximum pay-load of seven tons, which is 
mounted on a Commer “ under - floored ” 
engined chassis with a 109 b.h.p. six-cylinder 
o.h.v. unit and a low centre of gravity. This 
discharges the cement on site under pressure 
into a jacketed silo from which the material 
can be drawn off in automatically measured 
and weighed quantities. 


AUTOMATIC LEVEL 
Simplified Levelling Method 


AN automatic level designed to provide 2 
method of levelling simple to operate and 
sufficient for all normal work, is being pro- 
duced by Hilger and Watts, Ltd., 4%. 
Addington-square, Camberwell, S.E.5. [5 
a demonstration at the Building Centre. 
London, on January 23, it was shown how, 
upon being placed in position on its tripod. 
the “Cowley Automatic Level” could be 
used immediately without any setting up °F 
adjustment. Accuracy is understood to be 
within 4 in. a 100 ft., and all kinds of leve'- 
ling are claimed to be obtainable at ranges 
of 6 in. to 150 ft. at a single shot, or up ‘o 
any range by using intermediate stations. 

Removing the instrument from its stan‘ 
for carriage automatically locks th- 
mechanism, which is completely enclosed 
within a casing formed from _precisio® 
die castings. The weight of the level an‘ 
tripod together is less than 4} Ib. Acces- 
sories include extension posts for the staff 
and a bricklayer’s stand to support the level 
on brick courses. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia——Uneertainty over finance is 
holding up the building schedule planned for 
the 1956 Olympics at Melbourne. This 
includes the stadium, originally estimated to 
cost £4547,000 but now expected to run 
nearer to £A2,000,000; baths to seat 6,000, 
with changing-rooms and restaurant; and an 
Olympic Village of 600 houses. Work had 
already begun on the stadium site when the 
new Victorian Premier, Mr. Cain, alarmed 
by the mounting costs and the low level of 
the State’s finances, called a halt. While 
not wishing to prejudice the Games, and 
Melbourne could lose them by continued 
vacillation, Mr. Cain has declared that his 
government will grant no more than the 
£A312,500 originally promised. Melbourne 
City Council has promised a similar sum, 
while the Federal Government guaranteed 
to find twice that amount. To keep the 
Games in Australia the Federal grant will 
no doubt be stepped up; while a public 
appeal for funds has also been proposed. 
Chairman of the Games Organising Com- 
mittee, Mr. A. W. Coles, expects the money 
problem to be solved eventually, but stresses 
the difficulties that continued delays, especi- 
ally during the finer months, will entail for 
the contractors, Messrs. E. A. Watts. 

Brazil—Three large projects have recently 
been announced by President Vargas of 
Brazil which will be of interest to builders 
and contractors in this country. The Mixed 
Commission for Industrial Development in 
Brazil is supervising these projects and was 
responsibile for initiating them. They include 
expansion of the power installations in Mato 
Grosso at a cost of $1,630,000 and the exten- 
sion of two large railway systems, the Minas 
Gerais railway network and the Estrada de 
Ferro Nordeste do Brasil. In these schemes 
a number of buildings are contemplated, the 
total cost of which has not yet been pub- 
lished. . .. Improvements are also to be 
made to the cold storage and warehousing 
facilities at Rio de Janeiro and $2m. is to 
be spent on additional buildings to cope with 
the increased meat production. These 
buildings will comprise large refrigeration 
sheds as well as dock warehouses and ancil- 
lary buildings. . . . It is interesting to note 
as well that the town of Sao Joao D’el Rey 
in Minas Gerais has been chosen as the 
centre for Brazil’s atomic research. Once 
matters have been finalised laboratories and 
scientific institutes will be required together 
with the other facilities needed for research 
of this kind. ... Two large factories are also 
scheduled for construction. One will be an 
assembly plant for the Willys - Overland 
Company in Sao Paulo for the manufacture 
of radios and thermo-electrical apparatus, 
and the other is a plant for the production 
of typographical and lithographical inks. 

_ Egypt-—The Egyptian Government has 
invited offers for the construction of an iron 
and steel factory near Cairo. The company 
formed must be Egyptian with a 51 per cent. 
Eevptian shareholding and will take over 
existing equipment. No designs for this fac- 
tory have yet been asked for as it first 
depends on the formation of the company 
which will then undertake construction of 
the plant. But it will be a large plant, 
Probably the largest in the Middle East. . . . 

‘re is still some confusion regarding the 
building of the proposed power station at 
Helouan, near Cairo. Funds were allocated 
ther cancelled because of complications, 
Po'cal and economic, but it now seems 
the’ the Cairo Electricity and Gas 
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Administration has requested reconsideration 
of the matter and opening of the necessary 
credit to enable the project to be commenced 
this year. Inquiries should be made now 
as a decision in favour of construction will 
give early inquirers a good start. 

Faroe Islands——What is said to be the 
largest power station in the Faroe Islands is 
now under construction. The area is near 
Elven in Vestmannshavn. Two large dams 
capable of holding 5m. tons of water are 
to be constructed which will enable the pro- 
duction of 10m. kilowatt hours yearly. ‘The 
project is scheduled to cost about £lm. and 
should be completed at the end of this year. 


Greece.—The* Greek Church in Athens 
has been given a large sum of money by 
the World Council of Churches to enable in 
to rebuild churches which were destroyed 
during the war and for the completion of 
the building of the St. Rarbara School of 
Deaconesses. There is a great deal of re- 
building work now to be done and firms 
specialising in church rebuilding and repair 
should inquire about details either from the 
Head of the Greek Church in Greece or 
from the World Council . f Churches. 


Israel.—The new Beit Natufa dam which 
is situated in the bleak Tsipuri hills a few 
miles north of Nazareth is now under way. 
The Israeli Authorities say it will take 15 
years to complete the task. When finished 
this dam will contain a new lake more than 
one-third the size of the Sea of Galilee which 
will irrigate the entire country. The work 
is being carried out by the Hamahbish Con- 
struction Company which is under contract 
to the Israel Water Planning Company, a 
State-owned enterprise. Already 200,000 
cubic yards of earth, sand and stones have 
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South Africa—The Durban City Council, 
South Africa, has recently approved a £25m. 
plan for native housing at Duffs Road. Pre- 
liminary negotiations with the owners of 


5,000 acres is to start immediately. No 
designs have as yet been made for this 
housing project and tenders have not been 
put out. Inquiries can be made direct to 
the Durban City Council, Housing Depart- 
ment. The Transvaal Provincial Admini- 
tration will shortly order £750,000 worth of 
road building machinery from a European 
country. Another £500,000 worth will be 
placed later. 


Spain.—Plans for the erection of a new 
petroleum refinery in the north of Spain are 
being studied by the authorities. The build- 
ing will probably be erected on a sité in 
the neighbourhood of Ferrol neat two exist- 
ing refineries at Carthagina and Teneriffe. 
Borings for oil are also being carried out.in 
the Gerona Province where large deposits 
have been discovered. The finding of oil 
will lead eventually to large-scale building 
in this area in order to cope with the great 
demand from Spain’s new motor industry. 
A factory is also to be built at Orense in 
Galicia for the extraction of ethyl alcohol 
and acetone from potatoes. . .. The National 
Institute of Industry is also studying a plan 
for the installation of a cotton textile factory 
of 200 spindles at Malaga. .. . A site cost- 
ing 20m. pesetas has been purchased at 
Vitoria for the erection of a motor car 
factory. The well-known company Fuerzas 
Electricas has been permitted to increase its 
capital to enable it to go ahead with its 
programme to expand hydro-electric power 
in Cataluna. In the Spanish possessions a 
large new runway is to be constructed af 
the airfield in Las Palmas in the Canary 
Islands and railways are to be extended. . . . 
The housing problem in Spain is being 
studied by the National Society of Archi- 
tects. It is estimated that 800,000 new 
houses will be required alone in Madrid. As 
the programme is too big for local builders 
the Spanish Government is to intervene so 
that 70,000 houses can be built yearly. 
Although it has not been stated that foreign 
aid will be required, in view of the serious 
shortage of building technicians in Spain it 
would seem necessary if these plans are to 
be carried out successfully. 

Turkey.—The Director General of Travel 
in Turkey has announced that 60 hotels, 30 
inns, 40 bathing beaches and 56 new car 
service stations are to be built in the near 
future in order to induce travel, to his 
country. The Municipality of Istanbul is 
studying. plans for a bridge to cross the 
Bosphorus. 


Mechanical Refrigeration 

British Standard Code of Practice CP 406, 
issued by the Council for Codes of Practice 
for Buildings, deals with mechanical 
refrigeration and gives notes an specifica- 
tions and testing of plant. This code may be 
obtained from B.S.1., 24-28, Victoria-street, 
S.W.1, price 5s. 
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School Building in Scotland 


A LARGE school building programme is 
” now in operation throughout Scot- 
land, and at the end of September, 1952, no 
fewer than 84 new major schools, to the 
value of £9m., were under construction over 
the country as a whole. 

This was stated on January 16 by Mr. J. 
HENDERSON STEWART, Joint Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Scotland, when 
he opened Fernieside School at Moredun, 
Edinburgh. 

Mr. Henderson Stewart went on to say 
that it was the largest figure, in new major 
schools, ever attained north of the Border, 
and that forward plans were in the same 
proportion. 

He explained that Fernieside, a primary 
school, was the first completed school to be 
started and finished in Edinburgh since the 
war, although the Education Authority had 
completed ten other major building projects 
in that period which were estimated to have 
provided for 4,000 children. Eight new 
schools were also under construction, he 
added, and he believed that six of them were 
due to be finished this year. Yet the Cor- 
poration were but half-way to their goal. 

“The number of children of school age 
continues to rise,” he said; “ families move in 
growing numbers—and, fortunately, now at 
ever greater speed—into new housing areas; 
the demand for new schoo] places mounts at 
a@ pace not even our best school-building 
programme can match. It is a challenge of 
the near future to every education authority; 
and a problem of the first magnitude for 
every Chancellor of the Exchequer.” 

Mr. Henderson Stewart, referring to the 
high costs of education generally and to the 
high costs of educational building in particu- 
lar, appealed to the building industry, 
architects and surveyors to endeavour to 
reduce building costs by bold imaginative 
planning and by the use of the whole range 
of modern techniques. 


Housing Surprise 

BANFF TOWN COUNCIL were surprised to 
learn on January 19 from the Department 
of Health that, because they proposed to 
build 36 houses which do not come under 
the Department's definition of low cost, but 
which are actually to be cheaper than low- 
cost houses, they are to be deprived of a 
proportion of the subsidy normally payable. 
They have asked the Department to state 
whether expenditure above the fixed figure 
will be classified as extra and, if so, what 
that figure is 


Belgian Bricks 

In THE Houst or ComMoNs recently Mr. 
James Stuart, Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, said that from October, 1951, to 
December, 1952, 10,900,000 bricks were 
imported from Belgium into Scotland for 
housing work. The prices, delivered to 
sites, ranged from 235s. to 272s. per 1,000. 


Posts Open at Stirling 


STIRLING C.C. invite applications for two 
posts of chief assistant to the County 
Architect, salary £900 x £25 x £1,000. 
Details advertised elsewhere in this issue. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Alloa.—Pians for a new academy, est. to cost 
£200,000, have been approved by the Education Com- 
mittee. The architect is Ian A. Moodie (A.), Perth 
and Clackmannan Council-chbrs., County-sq., Perth. 

Arnagar.—Argylishire C.C. has a scheme on hand 
for Isie of Coll school, for which their architect is 
W. R. Rocher (F.), Countychbrs., Cowal Hotel, 
Dunoon. 

Ayrshire.—Corporation has had plans prepared 
for scheme of 24 hostels, est. to cost £40,000, which 
are to be erected at the Craigie site. The architect 
is Thomas O’Brien (F.), Municipal-bidgs., High-st., 
Sandgate, Ayr. 

Carfin.—Plians to be prepared for the Scottish 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., 3, Woodside-cres., Glasgow, 
for a at the industrial estate, Factory Blocks 
2 and 3. ‘ 

Crai .~Lanarkshire C.C. to have plans pre- 
pared for new public school, for which the architect 
is William Watt (F.), County Offices, Albert<st., 
Motherwel!-Wishaw. ’ 

East Kilbride.—Development Corporation to have 
plans prepared for the first development (blocks) of 
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the Westwood housing site, their achitect being 
William L. Hudson (F.), Torrance House, Eay 
Kilbride. j 

Fifeshire.—Pians in hand for new nurses’ home 
and boilerhouse, etc., for the Kirkealdy Gen. Hosp, 
Bd. at the Cameron Hospital from pians by their 
own architects. 

Greenock.—Plans in hands of their own staff of 
draughtsmen for works, est. to cost £7,000, which 
will be carried out at Cartsburn Dockyard by Scott's 
Shipbuilding & Engineering Co., LAd., Scott’s-bidgs., 
Main-st., Greenock. 

inverness-shire-—C.C. has received approval for 
the erection of new schoo] and hall at the Milton 
housing site. The architect is Col. Alexander 
Cullen, O.B.E. (F.), County-chbrs., Inverness 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 90 houses to be 
erected by the Scottish Special Housing Association, 
Lid., at Lorne and Burmbank-rds. and sites at 
Almada-st. The architect is J. Austin Bent (4.) 
15-19, Palmerston-pl., West End, Edinburgh. 

Perth._From plans by their own architectural 
staff, British Railways are to reconstruct and 
extend the Station Hotel. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number, The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer te the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


JANUARY 28. 
*t Flintshire C.C.—Schoo] at Broughton. County 
A.. Liwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 


February 23. 
FEBRUARY 2. 
*tRoyston U.D.C.—Demolishing 5 cottages and 
erecting 6 flats and 3 bungalows. Clerk of the 


Council. 
FEBRUARY 4. 

tCoine Valley U.D.C.—30 houses at Sycamore-ave.., 
Golcar, near Huddersfield. N. Heppenstall, archi- 
tect, 135, Armitage-rd., Milnsbridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by February 16. 

FEBRUARY 5. 

*tSurrey ©.0.—Police houses on 4 various sites. 
County A., Kingston. 

FEBRUARY 7. 

*+Kingston B.C.—Conversion of 10 flats. A. B. 
Rogers, TC. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Oid Fletton U.D.C.—88 houses at Chapel-st., 
Stanground. Ruddle & Wilkinson (F./L.). Long 
Causeway-chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 9. 

“tEast Suffolk C£.—New secondary modern 
school at Woodbridge. County A., Ipebich. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by March 9. 


THE COST OF 
BUILDING 


Variations from 


1939 to date 
shown as a Chart 
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“Warminster U.D.C.—Two shops and flats, Bore- 
ham Field. Snailum, Huggins & Le Fevre (F./A.), 
18, Brock-st., Bath. Dep. £2. 

*Wigan B.C.—100 dwellings on Worsley Mesnes 
estate B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 10. 


*+Birm m City C.—New washing baths, 
Heath-st., Winson Green, Gen. Mgr., Baths Dept., 


Kent-st., Birmingham 5. Tenders by March 12 

ee R.D.C.—Two houses at Evans-la./Mill- 
st., Kidlington, and 16 houses at Evans-la./Bicester- 
rd., Kidlington. F. Openshaw (A.), Oxford Allied 
Architects, 65, St. Gile’s-st., Oxford. Dep. £2 per 


scheme. 
FEBRUARY 11. 

*+Durham C.C.—Adaptations of Grove Park, Bar 
nard Castle, as a hostel. County A., Court-la., 
Durham. 

*tPortsmouth City.—120 houses, Newbolt-rd., 
Paulsgrove. City A., 1, Western-par., Southsea 


Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 12. 
“Maiden and Coombe B.C.—Contro] centre at Blag 


don-rd. B.E. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—18 houses on section “C” 
of the Armstrong-rd. site. City A., 18, Cloth-market 

*+Surbiton B.C.—Four houses and 16 flats at 
Fairmead estate. T.C. 

*+West Sussex Standing Joint Gom.—15 police 
houses at various sites. County A., Chichester. 

FEBRUARY 13. 

*tBeds. C.C.—Ambulance depot, Bedford, and im 

provements at Kensworth voluntary school. County 


A., Bedford. 
FEBRUARY 14. 

*Readi B.C.—Maternity and child welfare clinic 
on Bath-rd. estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. a 

“T. & A.F.A. (Middlesex).—Six flats at Enfield 
Hammett & Norton, 29, Sackville-st., W.1. 

Tavistock U.D.C.—18 houses in 2 instalments 
a & Fogden, architects, Drake-rd. Dep 


FEBRUARY 16. E 

Darton U.D.C.—28 bungalows at Darton Allen 
dale-rd. site. Hsg. Officer. Dep. £2 2s. se 

*East Ham 8.C.—Ambulance station at Welins- 
ton-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Halifax B.C.—Conversion of a house at 
Transport Yard, Gibbet-st.. into 2 houses. 8B. 
Den. £2. 

Holderness R.D.C.—12 houses and 4 bungalow 
3 sites. A. Tillotson, council surveyor. Dep. 

“Middlewich U.D.C.—16 houses at Chadw 
Fields estate. R. J. B. Wilkinson, S., Victoria-blde: 


Dep. £3. 
FEBRUARY 17. 

*Bournemouth B.C.—Adaptation of shelter 
Boscombe Pier to provide concert party enclosure 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 18. 

_*Hambledon R.D.C.—Conversion of 17 huts 10! 
living accommodation at Site 2, Dunsfold A 
drome. E. & 8. Dep. £1 1s. ops 

Mere and Tisbury R.D.C.—Four houses anc ¢ 
bungalows at Fonthill Bishop. Bothams & Bro 
32, Chipper-la., Salisbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 19. : 

“Leyton 8.C.—Stores buildings, Auckland-r 

depot. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 20. 

*Berks C.C.—Houses for senior police officers © 
five various sites. County A., Wilton Hous 
Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. each site. 

*Gravesend B.C.—<0 houses, Westcourt estate. 


 % 
“ 


B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 21. 
Bakewell R.D.C.-20 houses at Youlgreave 
gig site. A. Loweock, architect, King-st. Dep 


£2 2s. 
*Ealing B.C.—Laundry building at Centra! Baths. 
BS. Dep. £2. 
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3% houses on the 
B.E., %, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 23. 

_ ale U.D,.C.—67 houses at Delahaye-rd. housing 

state, section 1, _& By Dep. 23. 

‘Market Harborough U.D.C.—38 houses and 22.24 
sing.e-storey dwellings, Soutern estate. . Rowen 
A), 8, tap £2. 

*Wrexham C.—Community centre at Kingsley, 
queen's Park. B.E. & 8.. Si, Chester-st. Dep 


FEBRUARY 24. 
*Cariton U. hay houses, Burton-rd., Gedling. 
E. & 8. Dep. £5 5s 
“Dewsbury 8.6.—New we County in- 
fants school, Boro’ A Dep. 
FEBRUARY a 
Border R.D.C.—16 houses in 2 contracts. Housing 








Officer, 5, Victoria-pl., Carlisle. Dep. £2 2s. each 
contract. 
*Scounthorpe yg cleaning depot, Beck- 
rd. B.E. & 8S. Dep, £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 28. 
ergy re U.D.C.--12 houses, The Grove, 
Croxley Green. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


“Southborough "8 Siss houses On the Speld- 


hurst-rd. (No. 1) housing site. Howes and Jack- 
man, 1, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. Dep. 
£2 2 


MARCH 2. 

*Hunts C.C.—Secondary modern school, Ramsey. 
S. J. Hands, County A., Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 3. 

*Brighton B.C.—109 dwellings at section 3, South 
Woodi cease; and 105 dwellings at section 4, South 
Woodingdean, & 8., 26-30, Kings-rd Dep. 

£2 2s. each section. 
MARCH 4. : 

*Peterborough Joint Educ. Bd.—-New premises for 
Wittering C.E. (controlled voluntary) school. 
Ruddie and Wilkinson, gy 9 Long Causeway- 
chbrs., Peterbo h. Dep. £2 28 

*Yeovil B.C.—34 flats at Stiby-rd., " Larkhill housing 
estate. Petter, Warren & Roydon Cooper (FF.), 

he Old Oxford Inn, West Hendford, Yeovil. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 7. 
*York City.—200 houses, Chapel Fields P - vane 


estate. City A., 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £2 
MARCH ‘16. 
Corby U.D.C.—Erection of 613 dwellings. Applica- 
tions invited from interested contractors. C., Coun- 


cil Offices, Corby. Dep. £3 
NO DATE. 
“North-East Met. Reg. Hosp. 
of staff cottages, South Ockendon Hospital. 
tary, lla, Portland-pl., W.1 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY 11. _ 
Chertsey U.D.C.—Cierk to the Council. 
FEBRUARY 12. | 
Come U.D.C.—Councii’s 8. (Materials.) 
“Dunstable B.C.—Interior decorating of one room 
per house in 98 houses on the Beecroft estate, in 
sections comprising 36 and 62 houses respectively. 
Housing Estates Mgr. Dep. £1 1s: 
FEBRUARY 14. 
Atherton U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
(Materials. ) 


(Materials. ) 
(Materials.) 


Bd.—Four pairs 
Secre- 


(Materials.) 


Oldbury B.C. —B.E. & 8. 
Reigate B.C.—B.E. 4 S. (Materials.) 
Rowley Regis 8.C.—T.C. (Materials.) 
Swadlincote U.D.C.—E. & 8. (Materials.) 


FEBRUARY 16. 

Acton B.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 

Durham C.C.—Su upply and fixing of dressmaking 
furniture at (1) Benfieldside Modern Schoo! Evening 
Institute, (2) Consett Girls’ Modern School Evening 
Institute, (3) High Felling Modern School, Jarrow 
Croft Terrace odern School, Hebburn Clegwell 


Mi 1 School Evening Institute. Director of Edu- 
ati . Shire Hall, Durham. 
Heston and Isleworth B.C.--B.B.48 (Materials.) 
iste of Ely 6.C.—County 8S. (Materials.) 
Norusels i; § C.—City E. (Materials.) 
Rochdale B,.G.—Repairs and alterations at ‘“ May- 
field tochdale-rd. east, Heyw S. : 
Nema 0.C.—E. Ny "Ss. (Materials.) 
EBRUARY 1 
orwich U.D.C. "Council 8. (Materials. 
FEBRUARY 138. 
, Chisiehurst and Sidcup U.D.C.—E. & S. (Mate- 
jal 
Feitham U.D.C.--E. & 8. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 19. 
Newbury B.C.—BS, (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 20. 
Baitey B.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 21. : 
Corrnarvonshire ©.C.—County 8. (Materials.) 
Esher U. raat & S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 23. 
Tysemouth B.C.—B.S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 2. 
B«lingtonshire U. DC.—E. & *s (Materials.) 
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FEBRUARY 25. 
Deptford B.C.—B.E. (Materiais.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


‘ FEBRUARY 5. 

Sunderiang B.C.—Laying of footways at Castle- 
town housing estate. B.E.&8. Dep. £2 2s 

FEBRUARY 16. 

Barnes B.C.—Surface dressing of roads, B.E. &8. 

Warrington B.C.—~(a) 1,400 yds. of roads; ©) 
2,500 yds. of sewers and drains. B.S. Dep. £2 2s 

FEBRUARY 19. 

Wakefielg R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Criggle- 
stone (Priestley Lodge) housing site. Council E. 

FEBRUARY 2. 

Frome U.D.C.— and surface water sewer 
construction on the Rodden-rd. housing site. S., 
22, Christchurch-st. West, Frome. Dep. £3. 

an ere. - - 
Caine ang ppenham R —R.c. reservoir at 
4 Gane B. 2 ~iaad House, Marshfield-rd., 
Chippenham, Dep. £2 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Devetorment.—Acquisition and de- 
velopment of site in Longhedge-st., Battersea Park- 
rd. area, by erection of six leclios houses, est. 
cost £11,844, is recommended by Hsg. Com. Plans 


have been prepared by Boro’ Architect, 
Battersea.—Hovusinc.—Hsg. Com. recommend the 
removal of four prefab. bungalows from site 


Sisters-ave./Marjorie-gr., and the approval by B.C. 
of @ revised scheme providing for erection of 10 
houses on Sistefs-ave, frontage and a flat and 
ro gy oD Marjorie-gr. frontage at est. cost 


Battersea.— DeveLorpment.—Development of site 
pre gree 1, Pg ag by erection of 29 garages, 
cost £6 been recommended for B.C.’s 


SSouneak 

8 ~—ApPoinTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the intment of Stock, Page & Stock (FF.), 
Fanshawe House, Fanshawe-st., N.l, as architects 


for the preparation of plans for the development of 
site No. 17, to be purchased from the Gomm Estate, 
by approx. 90 flats. 

Bermondsey.—AcquisitTion.—B.C. are recommended 
to acquire Nos, 4, 6 and 8-16, Guy-st., which, in con- 
junction with the council lands adjoining ‘Lockyer 
Estate, Kipling-st., could be developed by the 
erection of 12 dwe ellings. Boro’ A. is preparing 
plans. 

Chelsea.—FLAts.—Plans yo by B.E. for 
development of site of 1-29, Limerston-st. by erection 
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of three-storey buildings containing 32 flats, six 

re Studios and perambulator Sheds. at est. 

ao cost £82,900, are recommended by Heg. Com. for 
a 


rue.—Scheme for erection 
of 406 houses at north section of New ome eB | 
the ation has received T.P. approv: 

houses at Princess-rd_/Tirreli-rd. Plans 

Croydon.-— Extensions. — new oceans w 
“aoa Coir George: nee 
“7 ; ° ‘st.. for 
the Communit; at tae Sisters vel ie ‘Ghuree has been 

‘oved by e 
we eo oe Pemane i oooh rid 

-rd. proposed hi 

Sonera has a bag fav permission, 


Greydon—Hovses. TP 
granted Pg ¥. WN. + 7 E. ye vide. 
contrs., Bindhore ot. _* erect two houses and 
garages * Edgehill-rd. 


Soon, a lass be prepared by Sehosl fem 
recom prepa - 
tect for school-k houses at rton, r- 
chides and John —o Secondary schools. 
School-keepers’ houses also proposed at Shirley and 
Seuth Croydon Secondary schools. 

Dwe.imnes.—Scheme is being prepared 
¥ Lo Iino sence of 21 dwellings at  ietteck- 
r a: 


Croydon.—Merrina Bus. —Erection of meeting 
hall at 7, Lansdowne-rd, for the London Y.W.A., 
%, Victoria-st. 8.W.1, hap received Corporation 

val. 

don.—Hovsing Scueme.—Riches & Biythin 
(F./A.), 16, Northumberland-ave., W.C.2, are prepar- 
ing 4 scheme for the erection of 194 dwellings at 
Auckland-rd. /Sylwan-rd. for the Coepeey: 

Deptford.— Layour.—M. H. and LG. has 
approved the Council’s revised layout proposals for 
the development of Evelyn-st. Nos. 1 and 2 sites, 
and the Council awaits similar clearance by L.C.C. 
before submitting detailed drawings. fre ect 
are H. V. Ashie & Winton Newman (L./F.), 
Verulam-bidges., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1 

Hackney.— DEVELOPMENT. —Hisg Com. recommend 
the development of site 160-164, tirchom>- rd., housi — 
scheme No. 2, by erection of eight flats at est. 
| et ped, site 2-4, Ainsworth-rd. by erection of eight 

ate at est. cost £17,350; and site 110, Evering-rd. 
a erection of eight flats ‘at est, cost £12,060. Costs 
nd B.E. has prepared 


Hammersmith. MAIsoNeTTes AND ‘Fuars.—P als 
have been made 4 ag x and Hamp, architects, 
126, Wigmore-st., for the erection of a bloc 
of maisonettes and 1 fate on site of disused fairey 
cutting at rear of Minford-gdns. and between The 
Grampians and Rockley-rd., W.14 

Hammersmith. Factory. be, roval has 
been given to an app! lication by E. 8. W. Atherton 
(A.), 7, St. John’s-rd., Harrow, for the rebuilding of 
3ala, Latimer-rd., W.10, as a factory. 

Hammersmith.—Fiits.—Scheme for the comple- 
tion of original layout of the Riverside-gdns. 
housing estate a erection of 24 flats on west side 
< Rome has been submitted by B.E. for 
B.C.’8 approva 

Hornchurch. — Dwetitncs. — T.P. Com. have 
approved the — of six dwellings on 89-99, 
age ae a by Baker, Hammond & Laver, 

., New Road Works, Rainham. 

ius: . — Factory. — Erection of factory at 

New-rd., A33, — with Lower Mardykeave., 


Rainham, by mm Construction Co., Lid., nt 
engrs., Finsbury Pavement, House, Moorgate, E.C2 
has been app Com. 


a FO oy * na “Byelan a. ae 
been granted to proposed erection by 
Gopaey, bidrs., 54a, Brentwood-rd., Romford, of 
four houses op "site 1-7, Ashvale-gdns., Cranham. 
Hornchurch. — Dweitixe-nouses.—Amended plans 
submitted by J. G. Miller, 14, Redden Courtrd., 
Harold Wood, providing for 14 dwelling-houses at 
1-6 on plan Athelstan-rd. and 7-14 on plan Sauirrels 
Heath-rd., Harold Wood, has received T.P. per- 


mission. 
.—Snops and Prats. —B.C. ee =o 
been given to amended plans cabeiiten 67 t az. 
Lacas for six shops with 12 flate over at Seasons. 
ave., junction with A.127. 

Hornchurch. — — Dwet.ine-novses. — Bye-law f- 
mission has been. given to proposals by ing 
Development Co., Lid., to erect seven dwetling- 
houses at 911 and 412 on plan Tawney-ave., 


Upminster. 
Mornchurch.—Dweittxcs.—Erection of 10 dwell- 
ings at 38-56, Boscombe-ave. by PF. Goff & Sons, 


Ltd.. bidrs., la, Atherton-rd., E.15, has been giver 

pprovai. 
bye isw ~ pen Hovses. — Proposals by Lack 
Brothers, bidr., 41, Grey Towers-ave., have received 
They include erection af two 


bye-jlaw approval. 
uses and garages at 1 and 3, River-ir., Upminster. 
ms be Acquisition.—Hsg. recommend 


ie a 8 
ition and development of 40, Alexandra- 
bod wi. 9, by two houses: 1. rg ig by 
(ev 


a ey block of 6 flats : (244 
trees Eat, by 7 three-storey block of six flats; 105, 
_E.27, by three-storey of nine 


odd), Auckland "ait, Sear by 
i BL. are also recom- 


mended to ; 
(A./P./A.), 35. _ ane 28. Wi, as architects 


for the scheme 
Lowishase-Movse ges.—Proposals by Sir Robert 
Tasker & Ptnrs., architects, 1, Staple Inn, W1, 


le nnd Aig ot 


EERE AN Ve sti REI 
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for the erection of 2 detached houses with garages 


in Bromley-rd., and 8 semi-detached houses with 
garages at junction of Ravensbourne-ave. mt have been 
tound by B.C. unobjectionable in principie. 

Lewisham,—Fiats AND MAISONETTES. —BC. con- 
sider unobjectionable in principle proposals made by 
Austin Vernon & Pturs., architects, 21, Catherine- 
pl, SW. They provide for the erection of 48 flats 
and 6 maisonettes on site in London-rd. between 
Sydenhamrrise and Eliot Bank, 

Lewisham.—D we.LinG-H0UsEs. —B.0. have no ob 
jecuions in principle to an application made by 
Eagien & Ciark, bidrs., 3, tg et 8.E.3, 
for erection of 3 houses in Lawrie Park-rd 

Lewisham.— Hovuses.—Proposed rebutiding of 4 
houses on sites 17-2la, Gilmore-rd. by Wiltshire & 
Oo., 17, Lee High-rd., B.E. 13, has been granted T.P. 
permission. 

m.—Hovses.--Proposed erection of 4 
houses on site No. 11, Honor Oak-rd, by Dunsmore 
Brothers, architects, Survey House, Brockley-rise, 
S.E., 23, has been found unobjectionable in prin- 
ciple by the council. 

Lewisham.—Dwe..itncs.—Erection of 90 dwellings 
at Westwood Hill and Lawrie Park-ave is proposed 
by Boro’ Architect 

Paddington. — Hovsinc Scnemes. — B.C. . has 
approved for a submission to LCL. planning 
authorities detailed drawings of proposed Lancefield- 
court extension and Portnall-rd. housing schemes, 
prepared by Boro’ Architect. 

Paddington.—Scuoo..—After M.O.H. considera- 
tion, proposed erection of an R.C. apecial agreement 
school on site 191-201 (odd), Maida Vale and 322-2 
(even), Lanark-rd. is to go forward. 

Paddington.—RepevEeLopment.—Clearance of site 
57-71 (odd) and 73, Marylands-rd., and replacement 
by a five-storey of 3% flais is proposed by T.P. 
om. Plans similar to those ag waged ‘or Halj Park 
area prepared by Boro’ A. will be used to reduce 
time required. Est. cost is £67,992, and the draw- 
ings have been approved and submitted to L.C.C. 
for planning oval. 

addington.—Amenpep Zoninc.—Counse}l for L.C.C. 
has stated that if a scheme of redevelopment for 
housing purposes embracing council’s proposed 
housing site, 18-46, Lisson-gr. (frontage from pare 
wood-row to Hayes-pl.) could be agreed, L.C.C 
would be recommended to amend the present zoning 
from commercial] to residential. Hseg, Com. is con- 
sidering the suggestion. 

St. M .—-Fiats.—Acquisition and develop- 
ment of a site in Aquila-st. by the erection of six 
flats at — est. cost of £19,155 is recommended 


by Hsg. 

Stoke Newington. —F LaTts.—L.C.C. approval has 
been granted to B.C.’s proposed erection of four- 
storey block of 30 flats at Vivian House, Seven 
Sisters-rd., N.4, subject to certain conditions. Archi- 
tects are Howes & Jackman (FF.), 1, Verulam 
bidgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

Walthamstow. — Fiatrs.—Scheme submitted by 
Boro’ A. for erection of 4 flats on site 328-330, Billet- 
rd. has been approved by B.C. and submitted to 
M. of H. & LG. C. E. Ball & Ptnrs., Dilke Honse, 
W.C.1, have been appointed quantity sur- 
veyors for the scheme. 

Walthamstow.—Cutxic anp Communtty Hatu.—B.cC. 
to lease site at Priory Court to Essex C.C. for 
— of a health services clinic and community 

ail. 

Walthamstow.—Fiits.—Boro’ A. has prepared a 
revised scheme providing for 42 flats and 25 garages 
on Manor House estate. B.C. approval has been 
given. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington._-T.C. to invite tenders for block of 
four experimental-type houses at Within-gr. estate 
spull._U.D.C. to prepare plans for 40 houses at 
Hilton antes, 
E ——R.D.C. seek site erection of 18 houses at 
Crich. 


Billingham-on-Tees.—U. D.C. has agreed to erec- 
tion of “ Wimpey ” type flats on new civic and shop. 
ping centre, in accordance with plans by 8., J. H. 

hepherd. Builders will be Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Orchard House. 

Birmingham.—New schools for E.C. will include 


City-rd, soup and Marsh Hill Girls’ Modern, 
architect, H. Hobbiss, 36, Waterloo-st.; Ley Hill 
Primary and Wrens Hill Primary, architects. 


Wood, Kendrick & Williams, 57,°Colmore-row ; and 
Wychall Farm Primary, architects, Cherrington & 
Stainton, 2, Augustus-rd., Birmingham. 

Birmingham.— Reg Hospital Brd. propose 
modernisation of ilichen block at Beacon Lodge, 
Walsa!!, £25,000 est. cost.—E.C. propose extensions 
to — gram. sch. 

ckburn.—E.C. approved in principle plans for 
ane 1 af new tech. col. Architects, Willick & 
Dodd, Canard-bidgs., Liverpool. 

_ Blackburn.—Lancs E.C. approved plans for altera- 
tions and extensions at “ Woodville,” Longridge, 
for nse as residential school. Est. cost, £31,150. 

Biackrod.—U.D.C. approved plans for 22 houses at 
Tanners Brow and 15 off Manchester-rd. for W. L. 
Davidson. 

Blyth (Northumberiand).—B.E.. D. W. Foster, 
has been instructed to prepare plans for three-storey 
Gates in Newsham-rd. 

Bolton.—-E.C. to obtain price from S. Porter, Lid., 
Crofter Sawmills, Bo¥on, for stage 2 of Great Lever 
ety. sec. ach., B.E., D. M. McKellan.—B.C. approved 
fayout of 28 dwellings at Crompton Fold estate. 

Bracknet..Community centre with theatre and 
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sports ground are proposed for Bracknell new town. 
Captain T. M. Brownrigg, genera] mgr. of Dev. 
Corpn., is to help, and a Community Assoc. is to be 
formed. and Romiley.-U.D.C. t t 264 

redbury y.— o efec 
houses at Goyt Valley and Mill-la. estates. Archi- 
tects, W. Thorpe & H. Hirst-Smith, 65, Barton- 
arcade, Deansgate, Manchester. 

Burton-on-Trent.-B.C. to invite tenders for shops 
and dwellings at Rolleston-rd. estate.—E.C. to in- 
vite tenders for proposed Mii] Hill-la. gram. sch., 
~~ cost £186,013. 

—T.C. received approval for completion of 

Pi portion of ground floor at Town Hall, £26,890 
est, cost. 

Carliste.—T.C. approved plans for new offices at 
Rome-st. for \Northern Gas Board. Architects, 
Graham & Roy, Carlisie. 

Carlisle.—Architect for converting Rose Castle, 
Dalston, into house for the Bishop of Carlisle, is 
Mr. S. E. Dykes-Bower, Quendon Court, Quendon, 
Essex. Cost is estimated at £10,000, but no con- 
tracts have been. let. 

Castle Ward (Northumbertand). —R.DC. is to 
begin development of new housing estate at Din- 
nington Colliery. Plans by Surveyor, North-rd., 


Ponteland. 

Cheadle (Staffs).—R.D.C. a 
improvement of Beach Tree 
T. Bolton & Sons, Lid. 3 ; 

Cheshire.—C.C. offered following sites to Man- 
chester TC. for houses for overspill population : 
Sale, 250 houses; Knutsford, 250; Wilmsiow, 700; 
Bucklow, 20; Marple, 250 ; Bredbury and Romiley, 
250; Cheadle and Cat ey, 15; Hazel Grove an 
Bramhall, 250; Hyde, 500; Stalybridge, 400; 
Longdendale, 500. 

Chester.—Liverpoo! Reg. Hosp. Bd. propose exten- 
sions and improvements at Royal Infirmary and City 
Hospital. 

Chesterfield.—Brampton Brewery Co., Lid., pro- 
pose new public-house at Keswick-dir. 

Clitheroe.—Man. Reg. Hosp. Bd. approved adapta- 
tions at hospital, £13,500 

Pe ig ve —Consett Iron Co., Ltd., proposes erection 

10 houses for its staff at cost. of £3,000 each. 
ph has been forwarded to County Plan. Offer. 
for consideration. 

entry.—T.C. Fcc ory rebuilding Corley n-air 
sch. —Approved p sal for new Winter Gardens at 
War Memorial £90,000 est. cost. 

Darlington.—T’. rc to spend £33,000 on final road- 
works on Firth Moor housing estate. Boro’ E. is 
G. 8. Short. 

Darlington.—RJD.C.’s_ building ee at for 
this year will include four houses at Bishopton, 40 
at Middileton-St.-George, and 15 to 20 at Hurworth. 
Council’s architects are Hutton & Hutton. 

Daventry.—R.D.C. propose balisortae houses in 
1%3: Badby, 8; Barby. 4; Byfield, 6; Crick, 21; 
Lilbourne, 7; Long Buckby, 16; Weedon Beck, 14; 
and Wolton, 4. Surveyor, H. Bonsor. 

Daventry.—T.C. to invite tenders for 60 houses. 
Boro’ A., F. A. Cole. 

Denhoime.—U .D.C. to prepare plans for 3 houses 
at Minorca Farm. Surveyor, W. H. Plumber.— 
Approved use of land at Monarch mes al (Den- 
holme Gate, for industrial purposes for J. Bailey 
(Denholme), Ltd. 

Derbyshire. —E.C. propose expenditure £95,700 for 
repairs to schools, 

Dewsbury.—T.C. propose 
storey flats at Myrtle-rd. 

Dewsbury.—B.C. approved erection of four shops 
at Thornhill) estate. 

Donoaster.—T.C. seek loan of £11,020 for erection 
of annexe at Kingfisher infants’ school. 

Droitwich.—R.D.C. propose terraces of four houses 
at Bradley Green and six at Tibberton. 

Durham.—Tenders are being obtained by C.C. for 
erection of four police houses at Horden, house and 
office at Wearhead, and four houses and office at 
Birtley. Plans by Cty. A., Court-la. 


roved plans for 
ouse, Froghall, for 


single-bedroom  two- 
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Durham.—Cty. E.C. has asked M. of A. to receive 
Gopetation to Rae proposed additions to Houg- 
hall Farm sch., cost £11,000. Ministry has sug- 
gested preparation of modified scheme 
(Co. Durham).— Architects for proposed 
prefab. licensed premises at Wheatley Hill for Vang 
and Assoc. Breweries, Lid., Sunderland, are Matkig 
& Hawkins, Barciays-chbis., Faweett-st., Sunder 


land 
Ellesmere Port.—William Thornton & Sons, Lid, 


Liverpool, propose estate for 4,000 people. Consu) 
ant, D. Chapman, Macclesfield. - — 
Gosforth (Northumberiand).—U.D.C. §., C_ Wyld, 


is to prepare quantities for 110 only to be built 
on Regent Farm estate, 

Gosforth.U.D.C. has approved scheme to build 
health centre with maternity and child welfare ser. 
vices. Plans by €tifford Wyld, surveyor. 

Gui (Yorks).— Hope ‘& Anchor Brew eries, 
Lid., Hope Brewery, Claywheel-la., Sheffield 6, seek 
sanction to erect licensed premises at Guisborough. 

Hatfield, Doncaster.—Plans for adaptations at 
Wyndthorpe Hall residential nursery, est, to cost 
£5,506, and for the erection of a nurses’ home, est. 
7 a £3,050, have been approved by West Riding 


oole.—T.C. oved revised plans for maison- 
PP cng at Hoole Ho use. Bay: 
Hought D.C.’s building pro- 
— for this year Ui include 66 houses at 
ence Houses, 34 at the Racecourse, and % at 
Barnwell.—U.D.C. approved erection of 12 
houses by Isaac Berriman, Lid., builders, Fence 
Houses —U.D.C. S. W. H. Smith, is to prepare 
plans for public hall, cost not to exceed £5,000. 
Huddersfield,—T.C. approved expenditure £60,014 
for 46 “ Airey’’ houses at Newsome. 
Kidderminster.—Joint Buria] Board propose pro- 
vision of = Pape somegen 


<P eight houses at Warsiow 
and six at ne 
Lichfield.— 


R.D.C. approved conversion of Little 
Aston Hall as offices for Esso Petroleum, Lid. 

— —Reg. _—. Brds. appointed F. B. 
Jones, 33, Chapel Walks, Liverpool, as quantity 
surveyor for alterations 'to operating theatre at 
Biock Cl, St. Catherine’s Hosp., 372 est. 

Liverpoot.—T.C. approved ed fayout for 184 
dwellings at Anthony-st. site. 

Lieyn.—R.D.C. approved erection of eight houses 
at Fourcrosses. 

Lunesdale.—R.D.C. propose new council offices at 
Hornby Hall, £20,000 est. cost. 

Manohester.—T.C. approved erection of occupa- 
tion centre for mentally defective nes on site 
adjoining Crosby Farm, Victoria-ave. East.—T.C. 
preparing plans for new city exhibition hall. City 
A., L. C. Howitt. 

Middlesbrough.—E.C.’s scheme for new cty. prim. 
sch. at ae Hills is out to tender. Plans by 
Education A., R. Middleton Quantity surveyors 
are Turner & hy 2, Garden-st., Darlington, and 
cons. eng., Cairns & Byles, 8 Osborne-rd., New: 
castie-on-Tyne.—Kitching & * Sane bert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, are architects. for proposed altera- 
tions at Cleveland. Works, Commercia)- st., for J. 
Brown & Sons, Ltd.; conversion of ‘ * Brackenhoe,’ 
Ladgate-la., into hotel for Vaux and Associated 
Breweries, Ltd., The Brewery, Sunderland; and 
office additions in Bastbourne-rd., for Thompson’s 
Enterprises, Ltd.—T.C. to let contracts for erection 
of further groups of 24 and a8 houses on Park End 
=p site. ro’ E., J. A. Kenyon, Municipal- 


Middleton. —B.C. proved plans, 24 houses at 
Penryn, Orme and deepate.. for J. Saxon & Sons, 
648, Wilmslow-rd., Didsbury, "Manchester 20; eight 
houses at Kirkway for Mr. D. Barnsley, 4, Leices 
ter-rd., Whitefield. 

Morpeth.—J. Jobling & Co., Ltd., Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to constiuct licensed pre 
mises on Stobhillgate estate. 

Newark.—R.D.C. seek loan £127,000 for 84 houses 
at Balderton. 

Newburn (Northumberiand).—John Rowell & Son. 


High-st., Gateshead, seek magistrates’ licence [or 
propos: new public. house. Scheme has not yet 
received planning approval. Architects are 


Wetherell & Lamb, Picton-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
tle-on-Tyne.—City C. is recommended by 
E.. to proceed with £33.000 scheme for converting 
Jesmond Dene Honse into a school for subnormal 
girls. Curley & Edwards, 18, Eldon-sq., Neweaste. 
are quantity surveyors and R. W. Gregory & 
Pariners, Pilgrim House, Newcastle. are heatin 
and lighting consultants. City A. is G. Kenyon. 
18, Cloth-market.—S. Milburn & Partners, t' 
Esplanade, Sunderland, are architects for the os a 
tions and conversion to premises in St. Martin :<-. 
lee st.. into furniture stores for G. Ang is & 
Ltd.—Messrs Holmes & Keel. garage P a 
prictors are to build a garage with filling statio! Po 

rrwell-la. Pa by J. Moffat, Cheviot-view, Penté 
land.—J Bell & Son, Northumberianép.; 
builders: ‘ae to build eight houses and shops 4°° 
four motor houses in Cuthberts-rd., and six hous 

in Lindisfarne-rd.—Hsg. Com. is preparing schi 
to build 340 more flats and 15 houses.—Schwepy« 
Ltd., 1 to 4, Connaught-pl., London, W.2, have °6° 


plans approved for alterations to their factory 
oundry-la.—Amended plans by M. A. McKenzie 
Eldon-sq., for a garage in Railway-st. for Nor 


Restore: r Motors, Lid., have been approved,—Garac' 
store and offices are to be built in Stationrd. 
Beal & Son, Ltd. Architects are Arthur & Kir 

Swinburne-st., Gateshead.—Six honses_for_fireme: 
Plans by City 4~ 


are to be built in Shipley-st. 


Ja 
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Wilkinson Bros., —— oe High-st., Gateshead, 
are build six n Conway-dr, Pians A 
Marshal | & Tweedy, tty of House, Bigcketi-st.— 

; Bank, Lid, are to convert premises in 
Clayton-st. into a bank. arenes ae Cackett, 








Burns Dick & meee 21, Ellison-p 
‘Newoastle-on-Tyne.—H. Honeyman, 6, pe 

sq., is architect for creased conversion of 

mises in Osborne-rd. into eight units for Cathedral 


Nurs ng Soc. Charitable Trust, Lid.—Wilkinson 
Bros., builders, High-st., Gateshead, to erect six 
houses in_ Conway-dr. to plane by Marshal) & 
Tweedy, 36, Blackett-st., Newcastle—Arthur & 
Kirkop, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead, are prepar- 
jng plans for garage, store and offices :n Station-rd., 
for Beal & Son.—J. T. Bell & Sons, builders, } North: 
umberiand-pl., Newcastle, are to erect eight shops 
and houses and four motorhouses in St. Cuthbent’s- 
rd., Newcastle —City Hsg. Com. is negotiating con- 
tract with local finm for erection of 700 houses on 
50 acres of land on Montagu ae Pago yey Ss 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market.—Oity C. to be recom- 
menled to approve erection of 340 flats and 15 
houses on various sites. 

North Riding.—Tenders are being obtained by the 
<.C. for erection of police house, office and cell 
block at Kirbymoerside. Plans by County A., 
County Hall, Northallerton. f 

Northwich.—R.D.C. to erect five bungalows and 
four flats at Weaverham. 

Nuneaton.—E.C. approved plans for conversion of 
chapel at cemetery as a crematorium, £11,000 est. 
—T.C. to invite tenders for 21 flats at Abbey-st. 

Oakengates.—-U.D.C. propose erection of X0 
houses at Ketley Bank. 

Olidbury.—T.C. approved sketch plans by Worcs. 
©. for sec. mod. sch. at rear of Apsiey-rd., Brand- 
hall district. 

idham.—T.C. seek M.O.F. approval in principle 
gor erection of public abattoir—B.C. received 
approvai for erection of further 32 houses. 

Poulton-le- —U.D.C. to grant licence for six 
houses at Compley-ave. to N. A. Robson, Ltd., and 
licence for six houses at High Cross-rd. to J. & R 
Fenton, Ltd. 

Preston.—T.C. propose purchase and adaptation 
of “The Elms,” Cromwell-rd., Ribbleton, as an 
occupational centre for mentally defective children. 

Ramsbettom.—Lancs EC. propose new ety. sec. 
mod. sch. at Halcombe Brook 

Rhyl.--T.C. received approv yal flor further 100 
houses at Marsh-rd. estate. 

St. Helens.—B.C. propose library on Civic Centre 
site, East Lanes.-rd.—T.C. seek £156,940 loan for 96 
houses at Hard-la. 

Salford.—E.C. received approval for erection of 
new gram. sch. opposite Buile Hill Park, £196,000 
est. cost. Architects, Taylor & Young, Manchester. 

Scarborough. Licensing Justices approved altera- 
tions to N.E. Hotel, Westborough and Turks Head, 
Eas! boroug). 

Seaham.—100 houses are to be built by contract 
on Westlea estate by UJD.C. Plans by A. M. 
Smith, S., Cliff House. 

South Bank-on-Tees.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Lid., 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool. propose licensed 
premises at Junction of King-st. and South-ter. 

South Shields.—Tenders to be considered by T.C. 
for erection of 77 terrace houses on —e 
estate, section 6. Plans by John Reid, * EK. 

South Shields.—T.C. has approved iethey giake by 
B.E for six disabled persons’ houses in Highfield- 
rd.- W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, 
Sur nderland, have prepared plans for pieces to 
the “Douglas Vaults,” Barrington-st., for J. W. 
ane ron & Co., Ltd., and alterations . South 

elds General Hospital. —R. Collins, ees 
Hig st., South Shields, is architect Te 
machine works shop for T. &. Dowson & sh np 
fepairers—It is proposed to rebuild premises in 
Victoria-rd, for 8. Shields Labour and ia} Club, 
Lid Architect is J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., 
Neweastle-on-Tyne. 

Stockport.—T.C. approved erection of licensed pre- 

ises at junetion of Gorton-rd. and Longford-rd. 
We est — for Peter Walker’s Brewery (War- 
Tington) 

Stockton-on-Tees, —E.C. is to place contract for 
érection in “ Orlit” construction of two classrooms 
at Harthurn sch. “ Ortit ” nts will be pl 
pied by Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., Stockto: 

PC. is ‘considering erection of “ ‘No Fines ” neasee 
in the town by Wimpey Co., Ltd., Orchard 
Honse Newcastle-on-Tyne. —T.C. is to place con- 
tract for erection of three fish and chip sheps with 
ising accom. at Ragworth and Roseworth, cost will 
be £3, 000 each. Boro’ A. is H. C. Hartley, 28, The- 


ditional lavatory, 
at Town Hal, 


_ Stoke-on-Trent. —T.C. propose 
cloak-room and canteen facilities 
m8 900 est. cost. 

Stourbridge.—-T.C. Surveyor to prepare plans for 

&storey flats at Norton estate. 
Stretford.—Burke & Co., Ltd., propose reinstate- 
Tent and alterations to premises at 546-8, Chester- 
» form offices, showrooms and stores. J 
a»oroved plans’ for five houses, Urmston-la. for 
on ps0n K , Ltd.; entrance collonade, boun- 
< wall and liv ng accommodation at Chester-rd. 

* White City Greyhound Racing Assoc., Ltd.; and 

‘inal research laboratory at Westinghouse-rd. 
or LOL, Lid. ; loading bay, ca a © 

-!'nghouse-rd, for the British Co. 

cundertand.—It is proposed to erec RC. church 
& Springwell to cost Pabout £15,000, and work may 
ein in the spring. Architects are Reavell & 
Cakil, Lieyds Bank<chmbrs, Alnwick.—Church of 
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England authorities are in touch with T.C. for a 
half-acre site on Hylton Red 
proposed Sunday-school.—T.C. is obtaini fresh 
pee rn for erection of five “3%; and on 
estate. Boro’ A. H. _ Bishop, 
Grange a Stockton-rd.—W. 4 7, 
aw are preparing pians fon converti 
St. Mark’s Vicarage, Chester-rd., into lice 
premises. —~Hsg. Com. is considering redevelopment 
of tand bounded by ‘Adelaidesst.. Moor-terr, 
Lawrence-st., eic., suitable for erection of biocks of 
flats for 30 f "tamilies. 
Tuthury.-R.D. propose six blocks of four flats 
at Holts-la. 
Wakefield.—T.C. to prepare plans for six-storey 
flats y George-st. 
West Hartlepool.—T.C. is to proceed with scheme 
for converting ‘ Holmewood,”’ Stockton-rd., into a 


children’s ion 95 and tenders are bet 
= . Architect is A. G. Sinclair, Municipa 
8 


West Hartlepool.—_E.C. is to proceed with scheme 
for converting Tunstall-court into tech. col. Con- 
tract has been let to Snowden Bros., Belford-rd., 
Sanderiand. 

West Lanos.—R.D.C. approved layout for Moor- 
hey-rd. site. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance, 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Aberystwyth.—108 Unity houses at Penybont site, 
for T.C,: “Horn Construction Co., Lt td... London. 
Barrow urness.—14 aged persens’ dwellings 
and communal hail at. Newbarns South estate, for 
B..:. *Direet Labour, £20,507 


Billi -Tees.— Extensions to the s 
Works of Chemical Industries, LAd.: *J. B. 
Edwards & Whyteleafe, Surrey. : 

Bi Conversion of No. 3, Trinity-rd., 


Birchfield, as home for aged, for T.C.: *Heathfield 
Building Co., LAd., Birmingham. 

Bolton.—Erection of residential nursery, for B.C. : 
*G. H. Pearse & Son, Ltd., Bolton, £31,005 
(amended tender). 59 flats and ‘bungalows at Old- 
hams estate, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, £66,225. 

Caernarven.—16 houses at Cae Mur estate, for 
T.C.: *Williams & Williams (Cacrnarvon), Ltd.. 
Caernarvon, £26,656; 34 Unity houses: *Direct 
Labour. 

Cartisle.—1868 houses at Harraby estate and 66 at 

erby estate, for T.C.: *John Laing & Sons, 

LEP Dalston-rd., Carlisie, £227,296 and £82,533. 

Coventry. —Two houses and hes ag’ at Belle-green 
neighbourhood unit, for T.C. Gray, Ltd.. 
Broad-st., Coventry. 

Croydon.—191 houses at New Addington estate, 
north section, for B.C.: tGrace & Marsh, Lid., 


£146,717. 

Dewsbury.—-Honses at Wakefield-rd. site, for B.C. 
26: “Harlow & Milner, Lid., Warren Yard, Warren 
Gate, £172,258; 6 at Headfield-rd. site: *Feli Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Granville-rd., Filey, £85,601; 30 
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at Churcirda. site; Fb € & Pierson, 2, P a4 


nett-la. Dewsbury, £38,300 si onentins ie 
Seat nine Panis. & Peomteee 
—5l t Frizington, for B.D.C.: 
“John Laing & Sons, Lid. London, £79,904. 
F. Houses for U.D.C. 10 at Mari- 
borough-dr. extension Swi & Sons, 
Lid., £12,637; four an oF os sconzte "Mr. Harry 


Massey, Failsworth, i ies 
ed contractors own 
sail of aivhitects tor 46 houses to be erected on the 
yeene ng site, : *William 8. Gordon 
& Co., Lid., Partick. 
Glasgow —Constraction under the river owe of 
@ iunnel, with associated shafts, t 


ie agg ag re ant. will be laid: cinneat, 
oodie West Regent-st. 
£276,541. Consteaction of a sewer at oy toa 


Drumchapel: tKinnear, Moodie & Co., Lid., 121, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow, £211,148. 

Hackney.—20 dwel lings at at Cazenove-rd. site : 
B.C.; *E. A. Roome & Co., Lid., eg oe Bh 
Urewick- md, E.9, £48,844 (subject to Ministey 
approval). 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.— Erection of 100 houses on the 
Campbel) Park No. 2 site, for b> a Surveyor, 
R. Bestow: *William Leech, Lid., Clayton-st., 
Newcastle-omTyna, £132,392, 

Lambeth.--Erection of Report and Control Centre 
and Brston Centre at corner of St. Matthew’srd. 


and Brixton-hill, for B.C. :-— 
) Report: ang and Powe art 

Higgs & Gin 8.W ... £16,408 
Trotiope & Colle, Lid., Wt2 ee .. 13,812 
Bridge Waiker, S.W2 Ma » Leg 
FP. & H. F. Higgs. Ltd., "SE joa! ay 
L. & H. Whitehead, Ltd., 8.W.9 .. 12,89 
Bunti Construction Co., Lid., SW2 .. 18 


Rice Son, Lid., 8.W.9 11,011 
*H. F. & Ward, Lid., 3, Southey- rd, “S.W3 9.968 
ib) Training Cems 


Bridge Walker, Ltd. 3 wicker 
Sy & Colts. OT ae i: ae .- 3,19 

eh Ltd. ~\ ah oO 

H. white ( ee Park), Lid, S.W2... 3.199 
Biintiog Construction Co., -. a ‘a . 2856 
L & W. Whitehead, Ltd. ae ra we 62,802 
a _* rs Ward, Ltd. Be - 27% 
ma Xs Oliver & Sons, Lid.. “e=wWo ... . 2,544 


(Subject to Home Office approval. ¥ 

Lambeth.— Erection of seven shops and 20 fats 
at Knight’s Hill (third stage), for B.C.: *Wates, 
Lid, £00,538. : 

Lanehester (Co. Durham).—Erection of 40 houses 
at Langley-park, for R.D.C.: *Direct Labour. 

* London Ministry).—New works -aameney~ fe 
valine of £500 or over for week ended er mg Bn 

Building work: Staverton Builders, Lid otnes, 
pres Matthew ae? (Coleraine), Ltd. eraine, 

Derry, Gt ; & Co., Coleraine, Co. 

Derry N Wallie & Sons, Lid., London, 
W.C2: F. T eaniell & Sons, Lid., Devizes, Wilts. 

Fs runway construction ; The En-Tout-Cas Co., 
Lid., Leicester. Resurfacing work; Winksworth 
Quarries, Lid., London, N.1. Heating services ; 
Brightside Foundry and Engineering Co., Lid, 
London, W.C.2. General maintenance He 5 CAS. 
(Contractors), Lid., London, 8.W.10. 

Lendon (British Railways).— New contracts placed 
by London Midland Region 

Labour only for the cleaning and painting of 
Liverpool Brunswick goods station: “Clarke & Son 
(Wigan), Ltd., 28a, Mesnes-rd.. Wigan. Renewal 
of the roof at "Liverpool Park-la. cotten quay, with 
asbestod cement cavity roof decking : “Newtown Steei- 
work Co., Lid., Burnley. Renewaj of the roof cover- 
ings of the low roofs at Blackburn passenger station 
with patent —, ~y ee em um Coptract 


Ee. a: ‘. Pm hag y= oho 
irmingham. aoe éu'a giaz a verpoo 
Huskisson dock goods depot : ow HL. Heywood & 


Co., Ltd., Bayhall Works, Huddersfield. Hair 
carding room, seat, storage and laundry, and re- 


oa and : alterations to exis cane eeee 
8 a 3 
*Bdwani Wood rm Bony riage Park-ot. Re- 


newal of hae mip Be ome with ‘protective metal sheet 
ing and provision of ing, safety sheets, etc., 
at Liverpool Park-la. cotton quay: ‘Robertson 

Building Service (H. H. Robertson Co.). Ellesmere 
Port, Wirral, Cheshire. Supply and delivgry of 
steeiwo ‘or the renewal of v ter ye = “ome aay 


estord), Lid “aac an Soho _ 
Ay} td... e-rd., e, Ken 
% m0. ).—Contracts placed by M.O.W 


uring week ended January 17 — 
oi uck hamshire: P.O. Training Centre, Bieich- 
Marston shed, Adion Erectors, Ltd.. 
‘ondon, 8.W.20. Essex: Keive- 


nod ‘ ‘ 
setters. beptes (op 
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seaties. Wm. Townson & Son, Lid.. 
a., 


Bolton, Lancs. Northumberland : 


Higher Swan- 
Jesmond 
Telephone Exchange, Back Manor-rd., Newcastle- 
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upon-Tyne, Extensions, John Jackson & Sons, 72, 
Cor poration-st., Newcastie- -upon-Tyne 2. Somerset- 
shire: Midsomer Norton, Erection of telephone ex- 
change, Plummer & Hockey, Wells-rd., Radstock, 
nr. Bath. Susser: P.O., Broad-st., Seaford, Internal 
adaptations, C. & C. J. Pannett, Eastgate Wharf, 
Lewes, Sussex. 

"London (War Dept.).— 
W.D. during week ended January 17:— 

Lincolnshire : Miscellaneous, W. A. Major, Gains- 
borough. Yorkshire : 
bridge, Stockton-on-Tees. Cornwall: Miscellaneous, 
Dudley Coles, Ltd., Hartley, Piymouth. Sussex : 
Building work, W. A. James & Sons, Ltd., Maiden- 
head. London: Miscellaneous, W. W. Rowney & 
Co., Ltd., London, 8.E.1. 

Manchester._Erection of 11 shops, maisonettes 
and garages at Brooklands main centre, for T.C.: 
*G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Manchester-rd., Little Hul- 
ton, near Bolton ; additional four shops, maisonettes 
and garages at Sharston: *Hampson & Kemp, Ltd., 


Manchester (extension to contract); additional 
classrooms at Choriton gram. sch., for E.C.: *Bristo] 
Aeroplane Co., Ltd., Weston-super-Mare; sub-con- 


tractor for building work: *Gilbert Ash, Ltd., Lon- 
don; additional classrooms at Haveley Hey prim. 
sch.: *Integrated Construction Co., Lid., London; 
sub-contractor for building work: *F. J. Gibson, 

utd., Wilmslow; 144 No Fines flats at Brooklands, 
for T.C.: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Salford; 
eight houses on sites at Moston and ‘Blackley : 
*Massey & Quinn, Lid., Timperley; six houses at 
Moston: *Mr. A. Davies, Flixton; 18 houses at 
Crumpsall: *Lanes Construction Co., Ltd., Swinton. 


Works contracts placed by 


Miscellaneous, R. B. Bain- 
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Newocastie-on-Tyne.—Erection of 60 flats on the 
Longbenton estate, for T.C. G. Kenyon, City 4. 
*A. Anderson (Contractors), Lid., Stanmore-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £87 

ionenatio-en: Tyne —irection of 48 flats op the 
Fairways estate, for T.C. G. Kenyon, City A. 1g, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle: *J. R. Rutherford & Sons. 
Jesmond, Newecastle-on- Tyre. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 84 flats on the 
Montagu estate, for T.C. City . _ G. Kenyon, 1g 
Cloth-market, Newcastle ; *J. M. Black, Ltd. Gien- 
st., Hebburn-on-Tyne. 

North Shields.—Offices and canteen for North 
Tyneside Co-op. Bakeries, Ltd.: *C.W.S. Building 
— West Blandford-st., Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Rotherham.— Alterations and additions at Oak- 
wood Hall Sanatorium: *Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., 
Sheffield, £9,417. 

Seaham.—Erection of 22 bungalows in Modebst., 
and 16 at Dawdon-cres., for U.D.C. Surveyor, A. M. 
Smith: *Direct Labour. 

Shoreditoh.—Erectibn of blocks 3 and 4 at Pitfield- 
st. estate, for B.C.: ‘*Tersons, Ltd. £143.%2 
( roved by M.H. & L.G.). 

ipton.—Four houses at Chapel-la. site, Steeton, 
for R.D.C.; *E. Turner, Lid., Keighley, £5,150; four 
houses at Park-ave. site, Sutton: *Mr. N. Hill, 


£5,130. 

South Shields.—Erection of machine workshop for 
T. R. Dowson & Co, Ltd., shiprepairers. Archi- 
tect, R. Collins, Russell-bidgs., ing-st., South 
Shields: *R. Brown & Son, Ltd., Lord-st., South 
Shields (work is expected to start about April). 
ing. .—New water tower in King’s-rd., Currall, 
for U.D.C.: *Lewis & Martin, Ltd., Bin ningham, 
£105,994 (amended). 

Sunderiand.—Erection of four ‘houses in Kingartn 















































i ave. and eight in Queen Alexandra-rd.: *J. & H. 
F a D E RATI 0 N Th + oat ‘paint sean Be . 
. on — 10uses an uUNngZaAOWs at 
Oar Sick-la. sch for U.D.C.: *M. iD. Sweeney & 
| lH Gal 0 R A | NAG E Palen tak Aneiee, yp ae, £77 834 a 
Wednesbury.—90 houses at Hyde-rd. site, for T.C 
0 a MASTER CATALOGUE *W. Rollinson, Lichfield-rd., Rushall, Walsai, 
£115,760. 
West Bridgford,—Houses at Edwalton estate, for 
a friend . UDL.: *J. Powell & Son, 3, Barnston-rd., Notting- 
a rir ¢ oo, pd ci" emue ta & Son, Wil 
a., es rl or 
6 UJ | L D tc Fi S Th uh "Wectidantet: ection of Block 21 (42 flats) and 
|.) toy om Meme msemmn 7 \olell. lente), mn, wy: Block 31 (12 terrace houses) at Churchill-gdns., 
oe 2 od City Council: "Gee Walker & Siater. 
has branches al “Whitehaven.—New assembly hal! and slassrooms 
at St. Bees sch., for the Governors: *John Laing & 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE ; ‘ Sons, Idd. Daleton-rd., Carlisle. as sor 
Patent \ til t orksop.—62 houses at Carlton- in-Lindrick, {6 
“ ” R.D.C. : *De & Bell, Ltd., Kilt es., We see. 
TYNEMOUTH : DURHAM : worpeTH |) | Boyle's -.rrss.- Ventilator | =22cr iii. ta- "eutectic 
3. Little Hulton, for U.D.C.: °C. Jeffries, 3, Bnt- 
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which offers unrivalled and expert services, 
together with an advantageous Insurance ROBERT BOYLE & SON 
— VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
Subscription £5. 5.0 per annum 98 HERRIES STREET, a W.10 
Tel. : LADbroke 267 
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sg nao WOOD BLOCK | sss. 
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123/125 CLAYTON STREET FLOORS CRADLES 
| NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Tel.; 20353 Victoria Works, LOUGHTON ESSEX 
Over 10,000 members nationally Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 
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CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
Registered Office : Works: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
; E.C.1 KENT 
‘ MONarch 7597-8 Bexley Heath 5651-4 


